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INTRODUCTION

Educational achievement of girls seems to increase compared
to that of boys at the same time that the number of female
teachers in primary school education is rising. Since same-
gender teachers are said to enhance educational
achievement, some blame the lack of male teachers for a
poorer performance of boys. Our objective is to investigate
whether the gender of the teacher has an effect on
educational achievement and behaviour problems.

RESULTS

Teacher Ratings

METHODS “* All interactions between teachers’ and students’ gender
were (marginally) significant

= Male teachers gave higher ratings to boys and female
teachers gave higher ratings to girls

Educational Achievement Test

** The effect of the teachers’ gender on the total score was
significant

= Especially boys got higher scores when taught by a male
teacher

** The Interaction between teachers’ and students’ gender
was only significant for the subscale study skills

= Boys scored considerably better with a male teacher and
girls did somewhat better when taught by a female teacher

Behavioural Problems

“* Only some of the students’ gender effects were significant
* Boys demonstrate more hyperactive and inattention related
behaviour than girls
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