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Environmental Cost of 
making AI

- A model is required!

- Costs of training (millions, 

electricity, water)

- Exponential costs, diminishing 

returns



The Cost of Maintaining 
AI

- Cost of fabricating equipment 

- Exponential Electricity Demand!

- Data Centres Required! 

- Electronic Waste (Mercury and Lead)

- Tremendous Water Consumption (coolant)  



What for, really?
- Data and Privacy threats
- Threat to Academic Integrity
- Internet bots and AI content
- World’s Greatest Plagiarism Machine



What Now?

- Failures of self-regulation

- University commitments to 

sustainability 

- Failure to abide by the VU-UVA AI 

Checklist taskforce

- Ban by default!



The End

Thanks for Listening!



Sources!
https://www.unep.org/news-and-
stories/story/ai-has-environmental-
problem-heres-what-world-can-do-about
(The UN)

https://www.namepepper.com/chatgpt-
users

https://www.dw.com/en/2024-us-election-
ai-driven-social-media-bots-donald-trump-
supporters/a-70695526

https://www.aiacceleratorinstitute.com/ai-
and-sustainability-5-top-challenges-you-
need-to-know/

https://hbr.org/2024/07/the-uneven-
distribution-of-ais-environmental-impacts

https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-
development-report-2024
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