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INTRODUCTION 

Notwithstanding the Covid crisis, 2020 has been a productive year for CLUE+, the VU interfaculty 
research institute for culture, cognition, history, and heritage. Its staff has not only adapted well to 
the Covid related restrictions, but has even been proactive in seeking the maximum benefit from 
the digital environment, for example in the form of webinars, online publications and  discussion 
platforms. Moreover, apart from delivering academic output, throughout the year the CLUE+ staff 
has worked hard to prepare a full scale, international assessment. This assessment, which took 
place in January 2021, was approached as a milestone in the history of the institute, covering as 
it did, its first five years. We are more than happy to conclude that the assessment committee 
reached a very positive conclusion, judging that we have done well on all aspects evaluated, from 
research quality to societal impact and viability.

The present report includes the assessment, which took place on January 25 and 26, 2021. It takes the 
self-evaluation and assessment documentation as its point of departure, summarizing the institute’s 
strategic goals and plans and showing how these matched the institute’s performance, with a focus 
on 2020: Its research activities, academic results, societal impact, and valorization. We will also 
review the main strengths and weaknesses of CLUE+, as well as its strategies for the future. 

The effort to collect and integrate all this information has been a collective one, with input of many 
people, from programme coordinators to support staff and PhD’s. We sincerely thank all those 
who have contributed to the various reports, emphasizing the value that we attribute to them. To 
us, self-evaluations and reports like this one, do not feel like obligations. They serve an important 
purpose, that is to critically monitor our mission, strategy and achievements and to explore new 
opportunities and challenges. 

Amsterdam,
Gert-Jan Burgers, director
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↑  The Delftsche Poort (Delft Gate) in Rotterdam, The Netherlands. “Reconstruction in steel” by the Dutch artist Cor Kraat. The original gate was bombed 

during the Second World War. © Photo Bert Brouwenstijn, CLUE+.
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1.  CLUE+’S MISSION AND 
STRATEGIES

CLUE+ aims to be a centre of excellence for 
research into today’s most pressing societal 
challenges, linked to VU Amsterdam’s 
Connected World theme. The main question 
that we wish to explore is how, around 
the world, people have grown more and 
more connected, due to globalization, 
migration or digitization. This is a highly 
timely question, but parallels of increased 
connectivity can be found throughout 
history; think of ancient philosophers 
perceiving the Mediterranean as a 
connected world, or global trade networks 
experiencing major growth from the 15th 
century onwards. Recent and historical 
periods of globalization have offered plenty 
of opportunities, but have gone hand in 
hand with problems and conflicts. These 
are all core research issues for CLUE+. 
The institute emphasizes the historical 
dimensions of globalization and networks, 
and researches the Connected World from a 
philosophical, technical, cultural, and social 
point of view. 
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These concerns require broad, interdisciplinary 
approaches, which are difficult to achieve in 
individual faculties, departments, or research 
groups. CLUE+ was established with the very 
aim of bridging disciplinary and faculty divides. 
More than 250 researchers have joined the 
institute, ranging from PhD candidates to full 
professors. They have backgrounds in history, 
art and culture, philosophy, theology, heritage 
studies, archaeology, architecture, urban 
planning, economy, geology, geography, spatial 
sciences, and social sciences, to name but a 
few. They come from seven VU faculties, i.e. 
Humanities (secretariat), Religion and Theology, 
Science, School of Business and Economics, 
Social Sciences, and Law. Moreover, many 
prestigious national and international 
institutions and researchers have joined the 
institute or work closely with the institute in 
joint projects.

STRATEGIC GOALS 

CLUE+ wishes to fulfill its mission by creating 
an inspiring and stimulating research 
environment that unites researchers from 
various faculties. Together they explore 
questions related to the Connected World theme, 
from an interdisciplinary perspective, with 
societal impact, and according to the highest 

↑  Members of the Heriland research team.

COLLABORATIONS 

CLUE+ researchers lead or participate 
in extensive national and international 
collaborations, including informal academic 
networks and formal consortiums, with public 
partners (e.g. heritage boards, governmental 
institutions, municipalities) and private ones 
(e.g. SMEs, NGOs, foundations). Most of the 
formal collaborations concern joint participation 
in research projects and programme grants 
(e.g. NWO, Hera, Marie Curie ITN, Templeton 
World Charity Foundation), joint papers and 
conferences, exchange of PhD candidates 
and staff, software and data exchange, policy 
development, or consultancy. To further 
facilitate consortium and network building 
with international partners, CLUE+ funding 
facilitates seminars, conferences and 
network meetings, and active participation in 
international research agendas and calls. 

international standards. To this aim, CLUE+ 
has set itself a series of strategic goals over 
the: (1) creating new mass; (2) enhancing 
interdisciplinarity; (3) anchoring in society; 
(4) sustaining and developing excellence; (5) 
international collaboration; (6) a viable and 
open organisation.

RESEARCH PROGRAMS

CLUE+ research is clustered in five 
programmes: 
	Landscape, heritage, and society; 
	Global history, heritage, and memory; 
	Paradigms of creativity; 
	Knowledge formation and its history; 
	Text, culture, religion, and heritage 
(added in 2019).

To allow for flexibility, all programmes 
have interlocking sub-themes (e.g. religion, 
conflict, migration, environment, and the 
digital world, inter alia), which all involve 
close collaboration between different 
disciplinary research groups within CLUE+, 
as well as with international, national, and 
local partner institutions from various 
scientific fields.
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In 2020, due to the Covid-crisis, CLUE+ decided 
to change its funding policy temporarily, at 
least for the duration of the crisis. With a 
significant drop in opportunities for Covid- 
sensitive activities like conferences, workshops, 
lecture series, fellowships and travel grants, 
we have decided to prioritize instead funding 
applications for the following, less Covid- 
sensitive actions, under the banner of the 
CLUE+ Corona Call:

  Writing proposals to participate in (large) 
research calls;

 Research assistants;
  Open access publications in peer reviewed 

(online) journals or (book) series;
 Valorisation activities.

↑  Poster announcment of the CLUE+ Corona Call 2020.

2. ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Below we will discuss the most significant 
output and achievements of the institute, 
highlighting especially 2020. To that aim, we use 
the following quality domains and related output 
indicators. The first three relate to research 
quality, the other three to relevance for society 
(Table 1). 

Research quality

1. Research products for peers

2. Use of research products by
 peers

5. Use of research products by
 societal target groups

4. Research products for societal
 target groups

6. Marks of recognotion by
 societal target groups

3. Marks of recognition from
 peers

Demonstrable
products

Demonstrable
use of produts

Demonstrable
marks of
recoqnition

As
se

ss
m

en
t

di
m

en
si

on
s

Relevance to society

Quality domains

Table 1. Output indicators for the CLUE+ assessment.
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↑  Homepage of the Journal 

Of European Landscapes.

www.journalofeuropean-
landscapes.eu

2.1 ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS 

RESEARCH PRODUCTS FOR PEERS
CLUE+’s ambition as a centre of excellence 
has been sustained in particular by high-
quality publications aimed at peers, ranging 
from monographs to (peer-reviewed) journal 
articles and from the editorship of volumes 
to digital infrastructures. CLUE+ researchers 
regularly publish books and edit volumes with 
leading publishers (e.g. Routledge, Oxford 
University Press, Ashgate, Brill) and write 
articles for leading international journals. Some 
of these publications have led to academic 
breakthroughs, such as Angela Roothaan’s 
Indigenous, Modern and Postcolonial Relations to 
Nature: Negotiating the Environment (Routledge 
2019), which contributed to the young field 
of intercultural philosophy by introducing 
the perspective of critical and postcolonial 
thinkers. Other prominent examples include 
two edited volumes recently published by VU/
CLUE+ philosophers: Scientific Challenges to 
Common Sense Philosophy (Routledge, 2020, 
edited Rik Peels, Jeroen de Ridder & Rene van 
Woudenberg) and The Cambridge Companion 
to Common Sense Philosophy (Cambridge 
University Press, 2020, ed. Rik Peels & Rene 
van Woudenberg).

Mention should be made also of the 
international and interdisciplinary research 
group “Unhinging the National Framework: 
Platform for Life Writing and Transnationalism”. 
In 2020 it has published its first volume of 
essays (Sidestone Press December 2020). It is 

Volume 5 in the CLUES series, an international 
series of academic texts in the fields of culture, 
history and heritage that are either written by, 
or performed under the supervision of, CLUE+ 
members. In this volume, editors Babs Boter 
(VU, CLUE+), Marleen Rensen (UvA) and Giles 
Scott-Smith (Leiden University) have brought 
together twelve essays on topics that deal with 
life writing and transnationalism. 

Also in 2020, CLUE+ members Linde Egberts 
and Hans Renes launched the new Journal of 
European Landscapes (JEL), with Amsterdam 
University Press. The online, open access and 
peer reviewed journal is sponsored by CLUE+, 
together with the Centre for Global Heritage 
and Development and Utrecht University. The 
Journal aims to stimulate and promote both 
empirical research and reflexive thinking on 
the history and heritage of the landscapes of 
Europe. It offers a platform for knowledge 
exchange on the historical and heritage aspects 
of rural, urban and industrial landscapes 
of Europe, particularly for comparative, 
international and contextualising approaches.

The high level of the academic output of CLUE+ 
is intimately related to the fact that much of the 
research is programmatic in kind and carried 
out by larger teams, including postdoctoral 
scholars and PhD researchers. The number of 
PhD research projects produced and defended 
under the supervision of CLUE+ affiliated 
staff between 2014 and 2020 has grown 
significantly from 24 in 2014 to 31 in 2020. 
This number is expected to rise even more 

→  Cover of the book 

‘Unhinging the National 

Framework. Perspectives on 

Transnational Life Writing’
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↑  Poster announcements of the Entanglements Online Lecture Series.

in the near future, considering the number 
of PhD researchers currently affiliated with 
the institute. These include those appointed 
in connection with NWO projects, as well as 
individual PhDs with external funding provided 
by the likes of the China Scholarship Council, 
the Italian government, and the Indonesian 
LPDP. The institute is very appealing to 

external PhD candidates, integrating them 
within larger programmatic research project 
as much as possible. For the same reason, 
CLUE+ researchers are often invited as PhD 
committee members at other universities, in 
the Netherlands and abroad. (Co-)supervision of 
PhD research has actually been one of CLUE+’s 
main strategies to enhance talent development 

and (inter-) national collaboration. The two 
Marie Curie ITN’s Terranova and Heriland 
which have been recently awarded to CLUE+ 
led international teams have been particularly 
prolific in terms of output, with 30 top quality 
research based PhD’s spread across Europe.
 
In order to fulfil the strategic plans set out 
above, CLUE+ has also actively stimulated its 
staff to (co)-organize seminars, workshops, and 
conferences for an academic audience. In corona 
times, most of these were on-line. The cross-
programmatic Environmental Humanities Centre 
has been particularly active, with webinar series 
such as the series Entanglements, a symposium 
on Water & the City, and a workshop on Transitions 
in Water-/ Energy-/ Food-infrastructures. Also 
the meetings of the international expert group 
Unhinging the National Framework: Platform for 
Life-Writing and Transnationalism managed to 
draw large numbers of attendees. The same 
goes for the webinars of the two Marie Curie 
International Training Networks, which together 
organized a hybrid conference on Future 
Landscapes. Apart from such symposiums, even 
in Covid-year 2020 the CLUE+ events calendar 
included many individual meetings, ranging from 
intimate expert workshops to major on-line or 
hybrid conferences. 

USE OF RESEARCH PRODUCTS BY PEERS:
Many of the CLUE+ publications discussed 
above have had a significant impact on peers, 
as attested by websites such as ‘research gate’ 
or ‘academia’. The same goes for products 
other than publications, such as the spatial 



9CLUE+  ANNUAL REPORT 2020

2.
 A

CC
OM

PL
IS

H
M

EN
TSdata infrastructure (SDI) produced by De 

Kleijn, Van Manen, and Burgers in the context 
of the Challenging Testaccio Project and now 
used in the context of the CLUE+ coordinated 
Marie Curie HERILAND project. This SDI 
illustrates CLUE+’s central aim of enhancing 
interdisciplinarity particularly well. Created by 
historians and archaeologists, it has become a 
vehicle to enable cross-disciplinary knowledge 
exchange and interaction among architects, 
urban planners, designers, and geographers. 
In a similar way, the Portable Antiquities of the 
Netherlands project of Roymans and Heeren 
(NWO Large Investment Fund) has produced 
a national database of numismatic and metal 
finds in the Netherlands, which is a highly 
valued source of information for historical and 
archaeological research. Both projects followed 
national and European data management 
standards.
 
Both database projects clearly demonstrate how 
our facilities are being used by peers, even if 
they are not physically based at VU Amsterdam. 
As a matter of fact, most of the facilities of 
CLUE+-related research groups can be used 
in various ways. An outstanding example of 
this are the facilities of the Spatial Information 
Laboratory, including geospatial tools. They 
are often also used in fieldwork throughout the 

world, and not only by VU researchers, but also 
by other colleagues, visiting academics, post-
docs, PhDs, and students. 

MARKS OF RECOGNITION FROM PEERS
One of the most evident marks of recognition 
by peers is the large number of prestigious 
research grants that have been awarded to 
CLUE+-affiliated teams, as peer reviews are 
decisive in the selection processes for these 
grants. CLUE+ teams have been very successful 
at acquiring external funding in national as well 
as in international competitions. First, they have 
done well at securing various levels of funding 
from the Netherlands Organization of Scientific 
Research (NWO).1 In line with its strategic goal 
of operating in international networks, CLUE+ 
staff has been also successful at acquiring 
European and other international grants. In 
2020 several CLUE+ staff was involved in newly 
granted projects, of which we mention here:

Epistemic Progress. One of the most successful 
examples of the academic achievements of 
CLUE+ in 2020 is the research group ‘Theoretical 
Philosophy’, with a new project on ‘Epistemic 
Progress in the University. It works under 
the umbrella of the Abraham Kuyper Centre, 
which takes part in the CLUE+ programme of 
Knowledge Formation. The group has recently 
been awarded a number of large grants: 
Catarina Dutilh Novaes received an ERC-CoG 
for a project on social epistemology, Rik Peels 
received an ERC-Starting grant for a project on 
the epistemology of fundamentalism, and René 
van Woudenberg, Jeroen de Ridder, and Rik 
Peels received a Templeton grant for a project 
on epistemic progress in the university. With 
these grants, the group has been able to appoint 
8 PhDs and 8 Postdoctoral scholar researchers. 
Together with the senior researchers, they 
investigate epistemological and ethical issues 
that are at the very heart of academia.

Note:
1  In the last six years, 57 CLUE+ projects have been funded by NWO, 

from the Large Investment fund (one project) to the Innovation scheme 
(7 projects) and from PhDs in the Humanities (17 projects) to the Free 
Competition in the Humanities (7 projects), and the Talent programme 
Veni, Vidi, Vici (7 projects).

↑  Part of the facade of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.
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Worlding Public Cultures. Wayne Modest also 
secured a Trans-Atlantic Platform Grant for 
“Worlding Public Cultures: The Arts and Social 
Innovation.” This is a collaborative research 
project and transnational platform designed 
to foster more resilient public cultures and 
institutions to address the challenges of 
populist nationalisms and global migrations in 
pluralist democracies.

↑  Strawberries ‘Elsanta’ by Austrian artist Klaus Pichler.

←  Niels van Manen (left) 
and Maurice de Kleijn. 

←  Stijn Heeren.
↑  Wayne Modest.

ODEUROPA. This is a new, €2.8M international 
research project, funded by the EU Horizon 
2020 programme, which will capture the smells 
of Europe as part of our cultural heritage. 
ODEUROPA. Negotiating Olfactory and Sensory 
Experiences in Cultural Heritage Practice and 
Research is the first European initiative to 
use artificial intelligence (AI) to investigate 
the importance of scents and smelling, and 
to discover how scents have moulded our 
communities and traditions. Project lead of 
ODEUROPA is VU/CLUE+ professor Inger 
Leemans. 

Pressing Matter: Ownership, Value and the 
Question of Colonial Heritage in Museum, 
led by VU/CLUE+ professor Wayne Modest, 
investigates the potentialities of ‘colonial 
objects’ to support societal reconciliation with 
the colonial past and its afterlives. The project 
will develop and test new models of ownership, 
value and return that may enable more 
equitable futures. 

Constructing the Limes. An NWA grant has 
been awarded for research on the border 
of the Roman empire in the Netherlands. 
Under the umbrella of the research project 
“Constructing the Limes: The Roman Empire’s 
Border in the Netherlands”, archaeologists, 
bioarchaeologists, historians, geochemists 
and DNA specialists are studying how borders 
work and what kind of impact they have. At VU/
CLUE+, two teams led by archaeologist Stijn 
Heeren will begin investigating what the Roman 
Empire’s border in the Netherlands looked like, 
how it functioned and what kind of impact it had 
on the people living on each side.

Crossland. CLUE+ is partner in the new 
Erasmus+ project Crossland, aimed at training 
researchers at doing long-term landscape 
research using remote sensing techniques. The 
project has been awarded 170.000 euros over 
a period of two years (2021-2022). Coordinating 
partner is the University of Uppsala. The CLUE+ 
team consists of Maurice de Kleijn and Niels 
van Manen (School of Business and Economics) 
and Gert-Jan Burgers (Faculty of Humanities). 

ODEUROPA

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
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↓  Catarina Dutilh Novaes. 

↑  www.explodedview.com 

→  The Via Appia, Rome.

© Photo: Krien Clevis

EXPLODED VIEW 
Art and Research on
Layered Landscapes in Transition

Edited by Krien Clevis and Gert-Jan Burgers

3ART AND RESEARCH ON LAYERED LANDSCAPES IN TRANSITION

Participating artists: Jasper Coppes, Maarten Davidse, Pavèl van Houten, Eline Kersten in 
collaboration with Jacqueline Heerema, Wouter Osterholt, Daniela de Paulis, Miriam Sentler, 
Silvia Stucky, Curdin Tones in collaboration with Frank Müller, Leonid Tsvetkov and 
Paola Romoli Venturi.

www.explodedview.net/en/home-english 

The Exploded View exhibition and public programme are made possible by generous contributions 
from the Mondriaan Fund, the Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds (North Holland) and CLUE+/VU.

CLUE+ ANNUAL REPORT 2019

CONTENTS
General preface: EXPLODED VIEW

Preface 1: Simone Quilici

Preface 2: Alma Rossi

Exploded View; Concept, Methodology and Results

Jasper Coppes

Maarten Davidse

Pavèl van Houten

Eline Kersten i.c.w. Jacqueline Heerema

Wouter Osterholt

Daniela de Paulis

Miriam Sentler

Curdin Tones and Frank Müller

Leonid Tsvetkov

Transfusioni: Jacopo Benci, Silvia Stucky, Paola Romoli Venturi

Krien Clevis

Cartography

Colophon/Coordination and Word of Thanks

1

10

42

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR 
CULTURE, COGNITION, HISTORY AND HERITAGE

+

14 EXPLODED VIEW 15ART AND RESEARCH ON LAYERED LANDSCAPES IN TRANSITION

Pa
rc

o 
Pi

et
à 

(2
01

9-
20

20
) 

PA
VÈ

L 
VA

N
 H

OU
TE

N
 

Pavèl van Houten (Bergen op Zoom 1984, lives and works in 

Amsterdam) is a visual artist with a great interest in the mystique of 

scientific research. In his projects, he studies the methods that people 

use to make the world logical or meaningful. According to Van Houten, 

it is the connections we make between each other and the things we 

surround ourselves with that make our existence and our contacts 

interesting and meaningful. He has toured the Netherlands with De 

Waardeloze Winkel, a shop where visitors could sell objects that had 

completely lost their function, and set up Data Tours, a city walk that 

focused on things we normally overlook. For Exploded View, he created 

a video that showcases the keen focus of caregivers as they nurture a 

park in Rome and Amsterdam. 

www.pavelvanhouten.nl 

Pascal battles to nourish
Bryan gathers the remnants
Ramon conducts
Sanne proceeds with caution
Josjah wields
Arjen freezes time
Maria retains
Carla oversees, queries, embraces
Bastiaan removes plastics
Tomasso encounters
Krien gazes into the past
Mateo speaks to the crowd
Marco cleanses walls
Maria sets loose

ranger Carla for several days, who tries to 
keep the park clean. In this time, we visited a 
film set, homeless people living in the ancient 
monuments and a cruising spot for male 
prostitutes, and even saw a kingfisher resting 
on a twig above the water. 

I also filmed volunteer archaeologist Marco, 
whose goal is to preserve the monuments in the 
south of the park, but who has to contend with 
money shortages, bureaucracy, spilled garbage 
from a newly opened McDonalds and nature 
itself, which has a hug impact on the thousands 
of monuments in the park. I also met Mateo, 
who has spent the last 20 years urging park 
visitors to take their waste home with them 
through a megaphone.

Another example is Pascal, a gardener at 
the Amstelpark, who cuts, clips, hoes, saws, 
and shreds in order to preserve the park. 
Every day, he faces new decisions as to what 
to keep and what not to keep, as the number 
of employees keeps shrinking. Personally, he 
prefers to shape trees, taking total control of 
how nature grows.

www.explodedview.net/pavel-van-houten

The video installation shown in Arti et Amicitiae 
has two screens; one shows the Dutch hands, 
the other the Italian. On top of the footage, 
you also hear two voices singing an ode to 
the caretakers and putting their actions on a 
pedestal. If you take your time and listen closely, 
you will hear them sing these lyrics: 

PAVÈL VAN HOUTEN | 
PARCO PIETÀ (2019-2020) 

Both the Parco Regionale dell’Appia Antica 
in Rome and the Amstelpark in Amsterdam 
are historical parks. Both parks are home to 
remnants of a time past and to many people 
who work hard to preserve those histories. Yet, 
as all things eventually fade, these physical 
memories are hard to protect Due to weather 
conditions, budget cuts, conflicting interests or 
simply day-to-day use, the decaying parks seem 
to slip from the hands of their caretakers.

Central to my project is the image of 
the Pietà. I was inspired during a visit to St. 
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, which houses 
Michelangelo’s most famous Pietà is. What 
struck me were Mary’s hands: with one hand 
grasping Jesus firmly, her fingers pressing 
deeply into his skin, and the other held open, 
separate from Jesus, as if she is letting go of 
him. I recognised the dilemma of the caretakers 
in this paradoxical posture: do you hold onto the 
past or do you let it go? 

In this project, I started following volunteers, 
park rangers, gardeners and archaeologists 
during 2019 and 2020 and filmed their hands 
while they were working. After all, the hands 
are ultimately responsible for performing 
the act of keeping or letting go. During this 
period, I assisted in a workshop for 100 
children, which was organised with the aim 
of giving the children a better understanding 
of the park. I also worked with volunteer park 

Pavèl van Houten: Parco Pietà (2019-2020), film stills

Exploded View. Krien Clevis and Gert-Jan 
Burgers have been awarded a grant of € 41,000 
by the Mondriaan Fund for the continuation of 
the Exploded View project, for which they had 
already received funding from the Mondriaan 
Fund and the Amsterdam Fund for the Arts. 
The project enables more than a dozen artists 
to conduct artistic research in two European 
landscape parks, the Amstelpark in Amsterdam 
and the Via Appia park in Rome.

VaViM – Virtues and Vices in Mathematics 
project. This project is coordinated by VU/
CLUE+ professor Catarina Dutilh Novaes, 
with Colin Jakob Rittberg as post-doc. It is 
funded by the European Commission via the 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship 
scheme. The project is hosted at the Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam. The VaViM project 
employs virtue theory to study injustices in the 
production of mathematical knowledge. 

Extreme beliefs. On September 1st 2020 the 
ERC-Starting Grant project “Extreme Beliefs: 
The Epistemology and Ethics of Fundamentalism” 
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↑  Webinar series Black Lives Past and Present.

←  Rik Peels.

→  Marianne Moyaert.

→  Statue of Multatuli by Dutch artist Hans Bayens, 1987.

Unveiled in the year that the 100th anniversary of Multatuli’s 

death was widely commemorated.

© Photo: Bert Brouwenstijn, CLUE+.

started. The subproject titled “Obligations 
regarding Fundamentalist Belief” is coordinated 
by Rik Peels. The aim of this subproject is to 
spell out an epistemology of how the social 
context affects the rationality of fundamentalist 
belief. 
 
Unequal Partners? Also in 2020, VU/CLUE+ 
professor Marianne Moyaert received a NWO 
Vidi grant for research about Christian-Jewish 
and Christian-Muslim couples (2021-2026). The 
full title of the project is: Unequal Partners. An 
Ethnographic Study of Christian-Jewish and 
Christian-Muslim Couples in the Netherlands
Other marks of recognition include 
administrative and honorary positions 
in national and international networks 

and organizations, such as chairs at or 
memberships of national research schools 
(e.g. Archon) and of advisory boards for 
interdisciplinary collaboration such as the 
SSH. Many senior members of staff are 
also members of scientific committees 
and international networks (e.g. EU Joint 
Programme Initiative for Cultural Heritage), 
members of editorial boards, or editors of a 
journal or book series. Many have also been 
invited as lecturers or keynote speaker at 
conferences or for visiting professorships and 
fellowships. 

2.2 SOCIETAL ACHIEVEMENTS

RESEARCH PRODUCTS FOR SOCIETAL TARGET 
GROUPS.
In order to fulfil its aim of creating societal 
impact, CLUE+ has organized a range of 
academic events targeted at various groups 
in society. A prominent example in 2020 is 
the Black Live Past and Present webinar 
series. This series has taken up the challenge 
of the Black Lives Matter movement, taking 
part in the ‘courageous conversations’ about 
uncomfortable questions like the history of 
slavery, colonialism, institutional racism and 
violence. With this series we hope to have 
contributed to these conversations with insights 
from history and cultural analysis. Another 
CLUE+ project dedicated to anchoring in society 
is Exploded View, run by Gert-Jan Burgers and 
Krien Clevis and sponsored by the Mondriaan 
Fund. Exploded View unites artists, designers 

and landscape architects with citizens and 
stakeholders to activate landscape parks for the 
future. In 2020 they organized several webinars.
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Carillon. Oostdijk’s Bells for America: 
The Cold War, Modernism, and The 
Netherlands Carillon in Arlington was 
published last year with Penn State 
University Press. 

  Humanities Dean and CLUE+ chair of 
the board Susan Legêne and former 
VU PhD student Jos van Beurden were 
interviewed in The Public Tribune 
on NPO Radio 1, about our colonial 
heritage and restitution policy. 

  VU/CLUE+ historian Pepijn Brandon 
featured in Nieuws en Co, about the 
role of the municipality of Amsterdam 
in slave trade;  as the result of the 
book ‘De Slavernij in Oost en West: Het 
Amsterdam onderzoek’, 

↑ Still from the film 1000m2 of Time by Maro Anastopoulou.

↗  Stills from the “Andere Tijden” documentary Bells for 
America curated by Diederik Oostdijk.

CLUE+ outcomes for societal groups 
in 2020 include a wide range of media 
appearances, amongst which the 
following stand out:

  VU/CLUE+ archaeologist Mieke Prent 
and her team of archaeologists 
working at the Greek site of Geraki, 
near ancient Sparta, have been 
starring in a documentary. The film, 
1000 m2 of Time, has been produced by 
Maro Anastopoulou, an independent 
Greek documentarian. From 2016 until 
2019, she followed several participants 
of the Geraki Project during their 
work and in their interaction with the 
current inhabitants of the village. 

  VU/CLUE+ professor Jacqueline 
Bel (modern Dutch literature) was 
interviewed in NRC Handelsblad  
about the handwritten lockdown 
edition of Multatuli’s Max Havelaar: 
“The overwriting itself turned out to be 
an intense new acquaintance with the 
writer and the book.”

  VU/CLUE+ media scholar Sebastian 
Scholz was interviewed by the NOS 
about the German TV-institution 
TATORT (celebrating its 50th 
anniversary) 

  Diederik Oostdijk curated and 
presented a special edition of the 
television series “Andere Tijden” on 
the troubled history of the Netherlands 
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http://cm.mailings.vu.nl/public/r/yGvO9FCBmemPEPMNvoGSzA/0HSNwN1eC4WddEIBU+2Aag/waHnxSwq4sr_JJ0rlEIPpQ
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In line with the strategic plan of societal 
anchoring, CLUE+ research groups have 
invested heavily in open science. A fine example 
of such a project is Erika Kuijpers’s and Judith 
Pollman’s NWO project Chronicling Novelty, 
which focuses on the circulation and reception 
of new knowledge, ideas, and technologies 
among middle class writers of local chronicles 
between 1500 and 1850. They do so in 
collaboration with the Royal National Library of 
the Netherlands and with the help of volunteers. 
Likewise, the national digital data infrastructure 
of archaeological metal find collections in the 
Netherlands, developed in the context of Nico 
Roymans’ and Stijn Heeren’s PAN-project, was 
produced with the help of hundreds of amateur 
archaeologists. Yet another CLUE+ citizen 
science product is the archaeological park of 
Muro Tenente, in the Italian region of Apulia. 
This park was built at the site of ruins of a 
large ancient fortified town, partly excavated by 
CLUE+ archaeologists. Whilst actively engaging 
local citizens, museums, and schools in co-
design initiatives, the archaeologists have been 
working on this development plan for years, 

↑  Gert-Jan Burgers at the ‘Satyrion per l’Archeologica’ award 

ceremony.

↑  Poster PAN Project. Call for Archaeological finds regis-

tration.

←  Erika Kujpers.

↑  Cover of the Terranova Project Whitepaper 2, 2021.

AN EXPLORATIVE OPINION PAPER: 
‘WHY DO WE NEED STAKEHOLDERS’ ENGAGEMENT IN 
KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION: TERRANOVA’S VISION ON 
LANDSCAPE TRANSFORMATION’

WHITE PAPER 2  20212021

funded by a EUR 1 million grant from the EU 
Regional Development Fund. In 2020, to honour 
this work CLUE+ director Gert-Jan Burgers 
was awarded the prestigious ‘Satyrion per 
l’Archeologia’. 
 The best examples of extensive 
collaboration between CLUE+ and entities 
outside the academic field are the two 
recently awarded Marie Curie ITN’s HERILAND 
and TERRANOVA. In order to create their 
sustainable, intersectoral and Pan-European 
training networks, both consortiums led by 
CLUE+ teams each have some 25 societal 
stakeholder partners, from public agencies 
to SMEs and NGOs, including the European 
Landowners Organization, the Joint Research 
Centre of the European Commission and 
UNESCO chairs.
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↑  SWOT Analysis CLUE+.

3. SWOT ANALYSIS

To establish future strategies, we will first 
present the results of a SWOT analysis, carried 
out to establish the institute’s added value 
and viability. On the basis of this analysis, we 
conclude that there is ample reason to continue 
going forward with the mission and strategies 
set out above for another 5 years, enhancing 
the strengths and opportunities identified, 
overcoming the weaknesses, and anticipating 
the threats. 

STRENGTHS
Interdisciplinary focus: science for society. The 
prime strength and added value of CLUE+ is its 
interdisciplinarity. This explicit focus is inspired 
by the institute’s mission to investigate fun-
damental societal questions and phenomena, 
revolving around the VU’s Connected World 
profile theme (see above). Such research 
demands broad, interdisciplinary approaches, 
which are much more difficult to achieve in sin-
gle faculties, departments, or research groups. 
Moreover, working up these approaches in 
well-defined, joint research programmes helps 
CLUE+ staff to become more competitive and to 
align with the strategic agendas of the principle 
funding agencies, which are also increasingly 
anchored in society. 

Mass and quality. CLUE+ has successfully 
attracted many new highly qualified researchers 
from various faculties (see above). This 
new mass is another key strength of CLUE+ 
and contributes greatly to its viability, as 

STRENGTHS
	Interdisciplinary focus: science for society
	Mass and quality
	External orientation: network and valorization
	Facilities and organization

WEAKNESSES
	Funding model
	Administrative difficulties

THREATS
	Governmental grant policy
	Workload
		International competition for scarce resources

OPPORTUNITIES
	Talent development
	AAA and other alliances
	Society and science

emphasized above in section 5. To guarantee 
continuity, we believe that talent development 
has top priority (see opportunities).

Outward orientation; network and valorization. 
CLUE+’s outward orientation is essential to 
its competitiveness. CLUE+ researchers lead 
or participate in extensive collaborations and 
networks with academic and non-academic 
partners and a national and international level. 
This societal anchoring is further promoted 
through strategic valorization programmes, 

Facilities and organization. The strategic use 
of a range of facilities and funds to achieve 
its targets is key for CLUE+’s success. The 
facilities must also encourage a network-
like organization, which is another basic 
strength of CLUE+. Integration of this network 
is guaranteed by sound management and 
by linking up with the Graduate schools and 

Scientific and Ethic Committees at the faculty 
level.

WEAKNESSES
Funding model. A major weakness of the 
institute is that primary funding is based only 
on the number of research fte participating in 
CLUE+: all revenue from projects, grants, or 
consultancy activities earned or carried out by 
CLUE+ researchers flow to the participating 
faculties and are not re-invested in the institute. 
This hampers the realization of a longer-term 
investment agenda. 

Administrative difficulties. Most information on 
research fte, output, revenues, etc. is handled 
by the participating faculties. The faculties have 
different ways of recording and evaluating these 
factors, which complicates integration. Similar 
problems arise due to the fact that some 
faculties/departments have started working 
with their University of Amsterdam (UvA) 
counterparts (e.g. ACASA). In order to improve 
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↑  Homepage of the Aurora Universities Network,

aurora-network.global.

this situation, CLUE+ has recently smoothened 
its communication lines with the various faculty 
administrative departments.

THREATS
Governmental grant policy. Because government 
funding for research hasn’t kept up with funding 
for education, the CLUE+ faculties have come 
under increasing financial pressure, limiting 
investments in the institute to a minimum. 

Decrease of research time and increased 
workload. In a related development, the 
increased workload faced by permanent staff 
on tasks other than research (i.e. teaching and 
management tasks) means they have less time 
for research and acquiring funding. 

International competition for scarce resources. 
Though both national and international 
funding agencies increasingly aim to support 
interdisciplinary, society-anchored research 
such as CLUE+’s, the acquisition of such 
projects will become ever more challenging, 
due to shrinking resources. To confront this 
and the above threats, a careful acquisition 
strategy has been developed, which includes 
monitoring relevant calls (in collaboration with 
the VU Grant Desk), selecting the right staff 
for the right calls and providing them with all 
necessary resources. 

OPPORTUNITIES
Talent development. Recently, CLUE+ facul-
ties have been investing in graduate schools, 
aiming to promote research-oriented education 

along the same lines as the national research 
schools. From the perspective of CLUE+, both 
types of school offer excellent opportunities 
for talent development. To seize these oppor-
tunities, CLUE+ has taken targeted initiatives 
in close collaboration with relevant schools, 
consisting of summer courses, honours class-
es, masterclasses, tutorials, and workshops 
(e.g. on the NWA). Moreover, junior research-
ers play an active role in the central research 
programmes. Other stimuli are the CLUE+ Early 
Career Fund and the CLUE+ Fellowship 

AAA and other alliances. CLUE+ is an attractive 
partner for collaboration in the context of 
the the Amsterdam Academic Alliance. 
Its researchers participate in joint VU/
UVA ventures, such as ACASA and ARIAS. 
Moreover, CLUE+ has strengthened its links 
with counterparts including Access Europe 
and the Amsterdam School for Heritage, 
Memory, and Material Culture (CLUE+ and 
ASHMC share the joint Westerbork chair); in 
all these cases, sharing research expertise 
is a major motivation, as is the development 
of Amsterdam as a “brand”. CLUE+ also 
explores collaborations with other national and 
international partners, through research (e.g. 
the Marie Curie ITN projects) and education 
(e.g. the Aurora network and the so-called 
Rescape colloquia with the Centre for Global 
Heritage and Development). 

Society and research. There is significant 
interest in scientific research in society today, 
and especially in connection with societal 

challenges, open debate and valorization, as 
is the case for CLUE+. Many programmes, 
or pathways, of the National Dutch Research 
agenda are also related to CLUE+ objectives, 
such as Resilient Societies, Between Conflict 
and Cooperation. Funding bodies, from NWO 
to the EU, are also increasingly prioritizing 
projects within these scopes. CLUE+, with 
its insistence on interdisciplinarity, societal 
embedding, and valorization, can be seen as a 
targeted answer by the participating faculties to 
fully seize these opportunities. In congruence 
with the merging of the NWO domains of Social 
Sciences and Humanities (aptly called the 
SSH domain), CLUE+ is particularly interested 
in exploring new crossroads between the 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Natural 
Sciences, e.g. through its Environmental 
Humanities Centre, which focuses on water 
management, climate change, and (re-)source 
management.
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EU Marie Skłodowska-Curie project Heriland.

4.  CONCLUSION AND 
 STRATEGIES FOR THE 
 FUTURE

CLUE+ has successfully accomplished its 
mission to become an international centre of 
excellence for research on culture, cognition, 
history, and heritage. Having started as a 
relatively small expert centre on cultural 
heritage and landscape, the institute has 
evolved into a key player in the field of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, uniting 
top researchers and talents from a range 
of disciplines to broaden its scope and to 
create sufficient critical mass to withstand 
future challenges. The academic and societal 
achievements presented in this report indicate 
that CLUE+ research is of the highest possible 
standards and sets national and international 
research agendas, as has been demonstrated 
by the acquisition of many prestigious grants, 
many awards, and positions on scientific and 
advisory boards.
Further evidence of the institute’s success 
is the very fact that over 250 VU researchers 
decided to join the institute, coming from 
six faculties, and even Science and Law 
researchers now contribute their expertise. 
At the same time, other interdisciplinary 
research centres have also joined and new 
centres have been created under the CLUE+ 

umbrella, indicating that the academic culture 
of the institute is valued positively. Moreover, 
prestigious national and international 
institutions and researchers collaborate in joint 
projects. This new mass is a key strength of 
CLUE+ and contributes greatly to its viability. It 
has added to the institute’s interdisciplinarity 
and has had a positive impact on innovation, 
international visibility, competitiveness, and the 
acquisition of funding.

Following a SWOT analysis, we conclude that 
the five strategic goals that were set at the 
start of CLUE+ to fulfil its mission have been 
instrumental in defining plans, targets, and 
performance indicators and also in reaching 
satisfactory outputs. We are confident that 
the goals and plans can continue to serve as a 
foundation for our strategies for the next five 
years. 

The first strategic goal touched on mass 
and interdisciplinary focus. Anticipating that 
the expansion from CLUE to CLUE+ brought 
with it a risk of loss of focus, the transition 
was well prepared for, resulting in the 
delineation of five interdisciplinary thematic 
programmes related to the VU’s Connected 
World profile theme. We conclude that they 
have been successful in accommodating 
diverse research groups from various faculties. 
Each programme is coordinated by a CLUE+ 
scholar, who makes sure it remains focused 
and stimulates programmatic research. The 
strategic use of facilities and funds have turned 
out to be key to the efforts of the coordinators. 

Interdisciplinarity and thematic focus are the 
prime criteria for funding. The dynamic nature 
of CLUE+ research, debate, and outreach 
efforts are testaments to the value of this 
formula.

Anchoring in society is the second goal that 
we have accomplished. In order to maximize 
its societal impact, CLUE+ explicitly addresses 
urgent societal problems related to the 
Connected World theme, from globalization 
and multiculturalism to climate change and 
environmental degradation. To that aim, it 
closely collaborates with a range of public 
and private partners in the Netherlands and 
internationally. More in general, open science 
is and will continue to be a leading principle 
in CLUE+ research projects, stimulated 
through the institute’s funding competitions. 
Open science initiatives actively promoted by 
CLUE+ include citizen science, co-creation, 
consultancy, and data storage. Special attention 
will be paid to Open Access publications.

A third strategic goal that we achieved is 
linked to excellence and talent development. 
CLUE+ has successfully managed to attract 
outstanding interdisciplinary research groups, 
which have been integrated to form the five 
CLUE+ programmes, significantly enhancing the 
intellectual climate and attracting the best PhD 
and Postdoctoral scholar researchers. CLUE+’s 
funding scheme has also been instrumental in 
stimulating talent and excellence, prioritizing 
events that serve to encourage debate and 
attract thought leaders from around the 
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established with the same aim in mind and 
have made it possible for top researchers to 
provide short-term input, influencing the CLUE+ 
research climate through discussion sessions, 
lectures, and masterclasses. To further 
stimulate talent development, we have greatly 
benefited from our close collaboration with the 
PhD programmes of the graduate schools of 
the faculties of Humanities and Religion and 
Theology.

Enhancing international orientation and 
collaborations is the fourth strategic goal that 
we have achieved. One of CLUE+’s foremost 
achievements is that its research leaders 
coordinate or participate in international 
networks of the highest level, with both 
academic and non-academic partners. These 
include high-profile institutions such as the 
Joint Research Centre of the EC or UNESCO. 
Many of these international collaborations have 
been successful in even the most competitive 
of international funding competitions. These 
projects turn out to be triggers for high-
profile scientific events of various kinds and 
can explain why the list of CLUE+ outcomes 
contains so many of these events, especially 
when combined with CLUE+’s internal funding 
scheme. 

The fifth goal that we feel we have 
accomplished is creating a viable and 
open organization. Apart from the sound 
management structure, the institute’s 
intellectual climate and academic culture also 

played an essential role by explicitly stressing 
openness, diversity, inclusiveness, and co-
creation. We strongly believe that synergies 
arise, that quality excels and that academic 
innovations are best achieved in such a context.
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PPE Philosophy, Politics and Economics
RCE  Rijksdienst voor Cultureel Erfgoed 

(Dutch Cultural Heritage Agency)
SDI Spatial Data Infrastructure
SSH  Social Science and Humanities
TWCF  Templeton World Charity 

Foundation
VU Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

KNIR  Koninklijk Nederlands Instituut in 
Rome (Royal Netherlands Institute 
in Rome)

NIT  Nederlands Instituut in Turkije 
(Netherlands Institute in Turkey)

NWA  Nederlandse Wetenschapsagenda 
(Dutch Research Agenda)

NWO   Nederlandse Organisatie voor 
Wetenschappelijke Onderzoek 
(Dutch Research Council)

OA Open Access
OBP  Opleidings –en Begeleidingsplan 

voor Promovendi (Training and 
Guidance Plan for Research 
Assistants)

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AAA Amsterdam Academic Alliance
ACASA  Amsterdam Centre for Ancient 

Studies and Arch aeology
CLUE  Cultural Landscape and Urban 

Environment
Ect European credit transfer
ERC European Research Council
EU H2020 European Union Horizon 2020
EU KP7  European Union Seventh 

Framework Programme
fte full time-equivelant
FRT Faculty of Religion and Theology
ITN Innovative Training Network
KNAW  Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie 

van Wetenschappen (Royal Dutch 
Acadamy of Sciences) ↓ The archaeological site of Muro Tenente in the region of 

Puglia, Italy. © Photo: Bert Brouwenstijn, CLUE+
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FACTS AND FIGURES

In this appendix, you will find the figures 
regarding the input of the research staff, 
funding, and the success rates of the PhD 
candidates.
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ESTABLE 1. RESEARCH FTE

Totaal 2018 2019 2020

# FTE # FTE # FTE

Assistant professor 1 53 17,24 57 17,92 67 13,86

Associate professor 1 26 8,13 25 7,23 27 6,23

Full professor 1 71 16,73 67 15,86 58 14,91

Postdoc 2 38 17,6 24 12,79 28 11,44

Other 3 11 2,34 13 4,3 9 2,43

PhD students 4 70 51,08 81 57,16 73 48,71

Totaal 269 113,12 267 115,26 262 97,58

Note 1:   Comparable with WOPI categories HGL, UHD and UD; 

tenured and non-tenured staff.

Note 2:  Comparable with WOPI category Researcher

Note 3:   These are researchers with research time/ FTE who 

do not fit into the previously mentioned categories 

(Endowed Professor, Research Assistant).

Note 4:  Standard PhD (employed) and Contract PhD.

EXPLANATION TABLE 1.
When looking at table 1. Research FTE please 
keep the following in mind:
All types of researchers mentioned in the table 
are employed (tenured and non-tenured staff) 
or are contract PhD’s. 

The fte you see here are only for the research 
part of the appointment. At the VU researchers 
often have an employment which consist of 
research, teaching and administrative duties. 

The research fte are dynamic which means that 
due to strategic decisions by the Faculty, the 
department and/ or the chairs the research fte 
can be reduced (for example for the benefit of 
the educational tasks) or increased (for exam-
ple due to the fact that a research grant has 
been granted). These decisions can be made for 
an academic or calendar year and influence the 
figures shown in the table. 
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EXPLANATION TABLE 2.
Table 2 is the standard SEP table of research funding in FTE and in 
percentage regarding the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and other cash flows. 

Direct funding and expenditures of the supporting office of CLUE+ are 
distinguished from all other income (research grants, etc.) that has been 
raised with the support of CLUE+. This income is administered by the 
faculties that participate in CLUE+.

TABLE 2 FUNDING IN PERCENTAGES

Research unit 2018 2019 2020

Funding: FTE % FTE % FTE %

Direct funding 1 46,98 42% 46,97 41% 41,80 43%

Research grants 2 36,06 32% 35,59 31% 28,67 29%

Contract research 3 19,45 17% 15,32 13% 18,01 19%

Other 4 10,64 9% 17,38 15% 9,10 9%

Total funding 113,13 100% 115,26 100% 97,58 100%

Expenditure: kEuro % kEuro % kEuro %

Personnel costs € 55 25% € 62 28% € 65 29%

Other costs € 168 75% € 161 72% € 158 71%

Total expenditure € 223 100% € 223 100% € 223 100%

Note 1.  Direct funding CLUE+ (lump-sum budget).

Note 2.   Research grants obtained in national scientific competitions (e.g. grants from NWO and 

the KNAW).

Note 3.   Research contracts for specific research projects obtained from external organizations, 

such as industry, government ministries, European organizations, and charitable 

organizations.

Note 4.  Funds that do not fit into the other categories.
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SUCCESS RATES FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

Enrolment Succes rates

Starting 
Year

Enrolment 
male/female

Total 
M+F

Graduated 
in year 4 or 
earlier

Graduated in year 
5 or earlier

Graduated in 
year 6 or earlier

Graduated 
in year 7 or 
earlier

Not yet 
finished

Discontinued

M F # % # % # % # % # % # %

2012 2 5 7 1 14% 0 0% 2 29% 1 14% 3 43% 0 0%

2013 6 6 12 0 0% 3 25% 3 25% 1 8% 3 25% 2 17%

2014 9 9 18 1 5% 4 23% 5 28% 0 0% 7 39% 1 5%

2015 4 7 11 1 9% 2 18% 8 73% 0 0%

2016 10 5 15 0 0% 0 0% 15 100% 0 0%

Total 31 32 63 3 5% 9 14% 10 16% 2 3% 36 57% 3 5%

SUCCESS RATES FACULTY OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY

Enrolment Succes rates

Starting 
Year

Enrolment 
male/female

Total 
M+F

Graduated 
in year 4 or 
earlier

Graduated in year 
5 or earlier

Graduated in 
year 6 or earlier

Graduated 
in year 7 or 
earlier

Not yet 
finished

Discontinued

M F # % # % # % # % # % # %

2012 1 1 2 0 0% 0 0% 1 50% 0 0% 0 0% 1 50%

2013 1 1 2 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 2 100% 0 0% 0 0%

2014 0 2 2 0 0% 0 0% 1 50% 0 0% 1 50% 0 0%

2015 1 1 2 0 0% 0 0% 2 100% 0 0% 0 0%

2016 0 1 1 0 0% 0 0% 1 100% 0 0%

Total 3 6 9 0 0% 0 0% 4 50% 2 13% 2 25% 1 12%

TABLE 3A. SUCCESS RATES PHD CANDIDATES FROM FGW AND FRT TABLE 3B. PHD DEFENSES FROM FGW AND FRT

FGW PhD’s CLUE+

De-
fence 
year

Gender ratio PhD’s Number of Defences 

Standard & 
Contract Phd

External 
PhD

Total 
Male 
& Fe-
male

Stand-
ard & 
Contract 
PhD

Ex-
ternal 
PhD

Total 
De-
fences 

Male Female Male Fe-
male

2015 2 1 5 3 11 3 8 11

2016 0 6 6 5 17 6 11 17

2017 1 1 4 1 7 2 5 7

2018 3 4 4 0 11 7 4 11

2019 5 3 5 0 13 8 5 13

2020 3 4 6 0 13 7 6 13

Total 14 19 30 9 72 33 39 72

 FRT PhD’s CLUE+

De-
fence 
year

Gender ratio PhD’s Number of Defences 

Standard & 
Contract Phd

External 
PhD

Total 
Male 
& Fe-
male

Stand-
ard & 
Contract 
PhD

Ex-
ternal 
PhD

Total 
De-
fences 

Male Female Male Fe-
male

2015 0 0 7 2 9 0 9 9

2016 0 0 7 0 7 0 7 7

2017 0 0 10 1 11 0 11 11

2018 0 0 1 7 8 0 8 8

2019 0 0 15 5 20 0 20 20

2020 1 3 8 3 16 4 12 16

Total 1 3 48 18 71 4 67 71

EXPLANATION TABLE 3A AND B.
When looking at the standard SEP table 
regarding the success rates of our PhD’s please 
keep the following in mind:
The figures shown at this table are the PhD’s 
(standard and contract) of the Faculty of 
Humanities, who is the chair of CLUE+ and the 
Faculty of Religion and Theology.

The figures shown in the table are not 
representative for the success rate of all PhD’s 
of the Faculty of Humanities or the Faculty 
of Religion and Theology , because not all 
standard or contract PhDs at this faculty are a 
member of CLUE+. 

We therefore also want to show the number of 
defenses given in the period 2018 – 2020. 
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→  Interior of the The Spanish Synagogue 

in Prague, Czech Republic.
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August den Hollander (Text, Culture, Religion and Heritage)
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