
Graduation on a collection of articles
FGW supplement to Article 16.2 of the VU Doctorate Regulations (Version May 23):
a. The size of the dissertation. 
In principle, the size of the dissertation is between 70,000 and 150,000 words, excluding notes and appendices. In consultation with the supervisor, this may be adjusted upwards or downwards, in accordance with the agreements/guidelines within one's own discipline.
b. Dissertation consisting of articles: 
- The dissertation contains a minimum of 3 published articles, or 3 articles, which, in the judgment of the supervising team, are publishable in international scientific journals or series (refereed or highly qualified in another sense) or in other highly qualified forms of publication. 
- In accordance with the publication culture of the research area, the scope, coherence and quality of the compilation of articles, are assessed by the supervising team and the doctoral committee. 
- In the case of interdisciplinary research, the criteria used in the other faculty(s) involved are also taken into account. 
- In each article, the doctoral candidate's own contribution should concern an essential and substantial part of the research on which the article is based (see Article 16.5 on how this must be demonstrated). 
- The supervisor and co-supervisor may co-author one or more articles, taking into account the norms for (co)authorship applicable to the discipline and the importance of single-authored publications. 
- External members of the Doctorate Committee may not be co-authors, except in justified exceptions (a maximum of 1 doctoral committee member is co-author of a maximum of 1 article, in accordance with Article 13.4). 
- If the dissertation includes already published articles, the time lapse between the publication of these articles on the one hand and the completion of the dissertation on the other shall not exceed five years. The dean may grant exemption from this provision upon a reasoned request from the supervising team. 
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