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Nazareth Centre

(St Joseph’s Primary School)
44 Mernda Village Drive Mernda 3754

Weekend Masses: Nazareth Centre:
Sat. 5:30 pm Sun. 8 am Sunday 10:30 am
Children’s Liturgy each Sunday 10.30am

St Mary’s

We pray for those who have died recently:

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We pray for those who are ill in our community:

We pray for those who are welcomed into our community with Christ this
weekend:

2-20 Fir Street Whittlesea 3757

Weekday Mass: Tuesday &Thursday 9:15 am Entrance Antiphon: Gospel Acclamation

Weekend Mass: Sunday 10 am
Children’s Liturgy each Sunday 10am

St Mary’s

124 Whittlesea-KinglakeRd Kinglake 3763
Weekend Mass Sunday 8:30 am

St Joseph’s

1490 Plenty Rd Mernda 3754
Weekday Mass: Wednesday & Friday 9:15 am

Give me justice, O God, and plead my
cause against a nation that is faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue
me, for you, O God, are my strength.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14

Responsorial Psalm:
With the Lord there is mercy and
fullness of redemption.

Second Reading:
St Paul to Rom 8:8-11

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ! I am the resurrection and the
life, says the Lord; whoever believes in
me will not die for ever. Glory and
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel: John 11:1-45

Next week: Palm Sunday Year A
First: Isaiah 50:4-7

Second: St Paul to Phil 2:6-11
Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11

Gospel Reflection

As a metaphor, death can stand for many things. The prophet Ezekiel witnessed the death of the nation.
The gospel reports the death of Lazarus. Although Paul refers to the mortal character of our physical
bodies, he is more concerned with spiritual life and death. Death attacks each one of us in all three of
these ways. We are all mortal and subject to physical death; we are all sinners and must deal with the
implications of spiritual death; we are all subject to the consequences of social sins such as terrorism,
violence, group hatred, greed and ecological exploitation. The question before us is whether or not we
are going to allow death to reign in our lives and in our communities.

All three readings for this Sunday, as well as the psalm response, point out our inability to raise ourselves
out of the deaths that afflict us. In the passage from Ezekiel, it is God who promises to open the graves
of the people; the people are helpless to do anything. The psalmist cries to God from out of the depths
of pain and helplessness. Acknowledging human propensity to sin, Paul credits the Spirit of God with
transforming death into life. Finally, it is Jesus who calls Lazarus out of the grave and returns him to his
life. We can see that God does not leave us to languish in our various deaths. Instead, God offers us new
life out of the tombs. All of this is accomplished through the mercy and compassion of God.

Dianne Bergant CSA.
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First Reading Ez 37:12-14

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.

The Lord says this: | am now going to open your graves; | mean
to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back
to the soil of Israel. And you will know that | am the Lord,
when | open your graves and raise you from your graves, my
people. And | shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and |
shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I,
the Lord, have said and done this — it is the Lord who speaks.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 129. R. v.7

(R.) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord,

Lord, hear my voice!

O let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my pleading. (R.)

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?

But with you is found forgiveness:

for this we revere you. (R.)

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord,

| count on his word.

My soul is longing for the Lord

more than watchman for daybreak.
Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord. (R.)

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,

Israel indeed he will redeem

from all its iniquity. (R.)

Second Reading Rom 8:8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in
you, then he will give life to your own mortal bodies.

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never
be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has
made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit
of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may
be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your
spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you,
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your
own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 11:25. 26

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel Jn 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45
Longer form Jn 11:1-45

| am the resurrection and the life.

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord,
the man you love is ill.” On receiving the message, Jesus said,
‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and
through it the Son of God will be glorified.”

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he
heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two
more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for
four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had come
she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house.
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would
not have died, but | know that even now, whatever you ask of
God, he will grant you.” ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will
rise again.” Martha said, ‘1 know he will rise again at the resur-
rection on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘l am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?’

‘Yes, Lord,’” she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, the one who was to come into this world.” Jesus said in
great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart,
‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘See how much he loved
him!" But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the
eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave
with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone
away.” Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is
the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have | not told you that if you
believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the
stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said

‘Father, | thank you for hearing my prayer.

| knew indeed that you always hear me,

but | speak for the sake of all these who stand round me,

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here!
Come out!” The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound
with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to
them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen
what he did believed in him.
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WEBSITE: www.christthelightparish.org.au

From now on, we will be relying more and more on digital communication, especially our website. We hope to be kept informed in
this way, updating news from our Archdiocese, our own Parish Life and our continuing growth in faith. Given our situation, this will
be our main source of information. This newsletter will be easily accessible through our website.

LIVE STREAM SUNDAY 10:30AM MASS Can be accessed at the Home Page of our website.
It will be an opportunity for all of us to join in the Eucharist, allowing us to be united to Christ and to one another as our community
of Christ the Light. Physically, we may not be present to one another but spiritually we do join one another across the parish as the
one community so that our faith in Jesus Christ can be a source of strength and hope for us all.

While physical distancing is the reality of our present situation, it is still important to be conscious of our brothers and sisters
who might feel isolated and alone. Through our e-mails, phone calls, and other caring gestures, we seek to ensure that we’re all
part of the one community together at this time.

Please check the Catholic Melbourne website for more information about Mass online and other helpful information:
Www.cam.org.au/coronavirus

We encourage you to continue active participation in the life of the Church, through activities such as time in personal and family
prayer, reflecting on the Scriptures, making a spiritual communion, or participating in a Mass online
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand or https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass or www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass or

Sunday mornings Chanel 10 at 6am
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We are a Child Safe Parish. We hold the care, safety and well-being of children, young people and vulnerable adults as a
n * central and fundamental responsibility of our community.

A BEAUTIFUL MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS.

Tonight before falling asleep
think about when we will return to the street.

When we hug again,
when all the shopping together will seem like a party.

Let's think about when the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk, the photos close to each other.
We think about when it will be all a memory but normality will seem an unexpected and beautiful gift.

We will love everything that has so far seemed futile to us.
Every second will be precious.

Swims at the sea, the sun until late, sunsets, toasts, laughter.
We will go back to laughing together.

Strength and courage.
Pope Francis

An Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,
[ believe that You
are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from
You. Amen.
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