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DAILY BRIEFING   27th March 2020 
 

NSW 

As of 8pm on 26th March 2020, Health authorities in NSW have confirmed that the total number of COVID-19 cases in NSW is 

1,405. There are 186 new COVID-19 infections, a slight drop on the record announced yesterday.  

The eastern suburbs of Sydney have become the epicentre of COVD-19 infections in NSW. The Waverley and Woollahra council 

areas account for nearly 15% of confirmed cases in the state. As of 8pm on 25th March 2020, Waverley had 105 recorded cases 

and Woollahra had 66 cases. Two separate clusters of COVID-19 infections developed in Waverley in the past 14 days, with 

each infecting more than 15 people. The Sydney City area had 69 cases, whilst the Northern Beaches had 68 and the Central 

Coast 44. Premier Gladys Berejiklian warned on Thursday and Friday that if the number of new COVID-19 cases do not begin to 

drop, the state will have to introduce tighter lockdown measures. 

 

Source: msn.com accessed 27 March 2020.  
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NSW Police have issued the first fines for failing to comply with the new penalties in the Public Health Act. A Lake Macquarie 

woman who arrived in Sydney from Bali on 21st March 2020 was issued a $1000 fine for failing to comply with a Public Health 

Order requiring her to quarantine for a 14-day period. A massage parlour in Sydney CBD was issued with a $5000 fine for failing 

to comply with restrictions, and three employees of the massage parlour were also each issued with $1000 fines. 

Health Authorities in NSW have ordered nurses and biosecurity staff at Sydney international airport to temperature check all 

arriving passengers. There are reports that this has caused significant delays at Sydney airport, with concerns that this could 

negatively impact social distancing guideline requirements. 

There are 121 confirmed cases in NSW of passengers who recently disembarked the Ruby Princess cruise ship, and 31 from the 

Ovation of the Seas cruise ship. 

NSW – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

No further developments to report. 

AUSTRALIA 

As of 6:30am on 27th March 2020, in Australia, as recorded by the Department of Health, there have been 2,985 confirmed cases 

of COVID-19. There have been 186 new cases since 5pm yesterday. In total, there have been 13 deaths with one Victorian man 

and one Western Australian man dying in the past 24 hours after being treated for COVID-19. More than 181,000 tests have been 

conducted across Australia.  

On 26th March 2020, private hospitals were given a one-week extension to perform non-elective surgeries despite the 

announcement of suspensions the day before. After this one week period, all elective surgery at Australian hospitals other than 

category one and urgent category two cases will be suspended. Category one surgery, which will continue in some cases, is 

medical care that is recommended as necessary within 30 days of being added to an outpatient wait list. Category two surgery is 

defined as a specialist consultation recommended within 90 days of being added to an outpatient wait list. 

Trials are continuing across Australia and the world into potential cures for COVID-19. In Australia, government-backed research 

is mainly being conducted on a certain drug already used to treat HIV, and with another drug called hydroxychloroquine. These 

tests are ongoing and it is unclear exactly when treatment will be publicly available. 

INTERNATIONAL 

A virtual Group of 20 Nations (G20) Leaders Summit took place overnight. The UN Secretary-General urged G20 leaders to 

adopt a war-time plan to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The G20 stated that they were committed to strengthening the 

mandate of the World Health Organization (WHO) and that "global action, solidarity and international cooperation" were needed 

more than ever. Leaders agreed with Vladimir Putin’s comments that "it's a matter of life and death," emphasizing the need to get 

rid of "political rubbish." The governments agreed to spend a combined $7 trillion to boost the global economy. 

The USA has surpassed China and Italy in total reported COVID-19 cases, with 82,404 cases now confirmed. New York City 

continues to have the most recorded cases in the country, and the governor has approved the sharing of ventilators in hospitals 

due to shortages. 

As recorded by the Centre for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, there have been 529,591 cases 

reported worldwide, representing an estimated daily increase in 60,000 cases. Global deaths have risen to 23,970, while total 

recovered cases has also risen to 122,150. The US now has the most confirmed cases (82,836), overtaking China (81,782) and 

Italy (80,589). Several other European countries, including Spain (57,786) and Germany (43,938) continue to report a large 

number of confirmed cases.   

INTERNATIONAL – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

No further developments to report.  


