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DAILY BRIEFING   26th March 2020 
 

INTERNATIONAL           

At 11.59pm on 25th March 2020, New Zealand moved into alert level four for the response measures to COVID-19, effectively 

bringing into power a nationwide lockdown. Police have the power to order any person to stop any activity that contributes to the 

spread of COVID-19 and can call on the military for support. F n, 

Prince Charles has tested positive for COVID-19 and is self-isolating in Scotland. In Italy, the daily death toll from COVID-19 

increased once again, after two days of smaller rises. However, the number of new confirmed cases slowed in Italy for a 3rd 

consecutive day. On 25th March 2020, in Italy 743 people died from COVID-19, Germany registered 28 COVID-19 deaths and 

114 in total since the pandemic began. Spain’s death toll has overtaken China’s, with Spain experiencing a record number of 

deaths in one day from the virus, with 504 passing away on 25th March 2020. Since the pandemic began, a total of 3,647 deaths 

have been recorded in Spain.  

New York’s governor, Andrew Cuomo, has said officials are seeing very early signs that social distancing may be starting to slow 

the spread of COVID-19 in the state, but cautioned that the number of cases is still rising significantly and hospitals would soon 

be overwhelmed. The New York city metro area accounts for 60% of new COVID-19 cases in the United States.   

To confront the unprecedented worldwide challenge posed by the pandemic, top UN officials have launched a massive 

humanitarian appeal to mitigate its impact, particularly on fragile countries with weak health systems.  

As recorded by the Centre for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, there have been 466,836 cases 

reported worldwide, representing an estimated daily increase in 55,000 cases. Global deaths have risen to 21,152, while total 

recovered cases has also risen to 113,769. China continues to have the most reported confirmed cases (81,661), Italy (74,386), 

the United States (65,174) and several other European countries, including Spain (49,515) and Germany (37,323) continue to 

report a large number of confirmed cases.   

INTERNATIONAL – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

No further developments to report.  

AUSTRALIA 

As of 3pm on 25th March 2020, in Australia, as recorded by the Department of Health, there have been 2,423 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19. There have been 287 new cases since 3pm yesterday. In total, there have been 11 deaths with two men in Victoria 

dying overnight after being treated for COVID-19. More than 169,000 tests have been conducted across Australia.  

As of midnight, 25th March 2020, elective surgery will be suspended across the country, unless it is urgent, as hospitals prepare 

for an influx of COVID-19 patients. All elective surgery other than category 1 and urgent category two cases have been 

suspended. Category one surgery, which will continue in some cases, is medical care that is recommended as necessary within 
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30 days of being added to an outpatient wait list. Category two surgery is defined as a specialist consultation recommended 

within 90 days of being added to an outpatient wait list. 

On Tuesday night, the Federal Government lifted restrictions on hairdressers and barbers that haircuts must be less than 30 

minutes. Salons and barbers must still adhere to the physical distancing restrictions of one person per 4 square metres. The 

states will also have the power to allow more than 10 people to attend funerals.  

The below graph shows new cases of COVID-19 in Australia by the date which the Department of Health was notified of them, as 

well as a cumulative total of all Australian cases.  

 

Source: Department of Health last updated 25 March 2020.  

 

NSW 

Health authorities in NSW have confirmed 190 new COVID-19 infections, a 10% drop on the record announced yesterday. The 

total number of cases in NSW is 1,219. In the 24 hours to 8pm Tuesday 25th March 2020, there were 212 new infections, 

however, this morning, NSW Chief Medical Officer Dr Kerry Chant revealed that number had decreased slightly. While NSW 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian welcomed the decrease, she warned further shutdowns were likely if health authorities did not see the 

decline continue. Dr Chant said NSW hospitals had doubled their ICU capacity to 500 ventilated beds.  

NSW Police will be able to fine individuals $1,000 and businesses $5,000 for breaches of public health and ministerial order 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Police will have the power to issue on-the-spot fines to people caught flouting self-isolation or 

social-distancing requirements in NSW. Fines will also apply for breaches of the prohibition on outdoor gatherings of 500 people 

or indoor gatherings of 100 people. Police have the power to apply penalties already in place under the Public Health Act which 

means people can be jailed for 6 months and/or issued a fine of up to $11,000 if convicted.  

NSW – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Two NSW Jewish Community members have tested posted for COVID-19 after catching the virus on the Ruby Princess cruise 

ship. NSW Health has confirmed that 26 passengers from the ship have tested positive.  

 


