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DAILY BRIEFING   25th March 2020 
 

INTERNATIONAL           

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has imposed a lockdown for the country’s 1.3bn population in an attempt to slow the spread 

of the virus. The restrictions will be in place for 21 days. Italian authorities reported an increase in 743 deaths in the past day, 

however the number of infections is reported to be slowing down. Cases are exponentially increasing in New York State, USA, as 

health authorities confirmed 25,000 cases and over 200 deaths. The death toll in France has passed 1,000 in the past 24 hours. It 

is confirmed that the 2020 Tokyo Olympics have been postponed until 2021.  

As recorded by the Centre for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, there have been 415,786 cases 

reported worldwide, representing an estimated daily increase in 40,000 cases. Global deaths have risen to 18,574, while total 

recovered cases has also risen to 107,811. China continues to have the most reported confirmed cases (81,591), although 

authorities have stated that they have ‘contained’ the virus. Italy (69,176), the United States (52,145) and several other European 

countries, including Spain (39,676) and Germany (32,781) continue to report a large number of confirmed cases.   

 

INTERNATIONAL – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Communities worldwide have closed schools, suspended Synagogue services and ceased normal operations. An increasing 

number of cases are being reported, with 14 confirmed in Mexico and another 5 in Uruguay. In line with local government 

restrictions, many communities are in lockdown.  

 

AUSTRALIA 

As of 3pm on 24 March 2020, in Australia, as recorded by the Department of Health, there have been 2,136 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19, with an additional 427 reported cases in the past 24 hours, representing a greater daily increase in cases reported 

than the day prior (313). In total, there have been 8 deaths. 161,000 tests for COVID-19 have been conducted.  

On 24 March 2020, Prime Minister Scott Morrison, on behalf of the National Cabinet, announced a series of additional 

restrictions, effective from 11.59pm local time on 25 March 2020: 

 Overseas travel ban for all Australians, unless exception granted by the Australian Border Force for essential travel 

 Cafes and food establishments may only remain operational through takeaway or delivery services 

 Auctions and open house inspections prohibited; private appointments for inspections must be made 

 Hairdressers and barber shops must only have up to 30 minute appointments and adhere to the 1 person per 4 square 

metre social distancing rule 

 Beauty therapy, tanning, waxing and nail salons, in addition to tattoo parlours, spas and massage parlours must cease 

trading until further notice 
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 Entertainment venues, including cinemas, nightclubs, casinos, strip clubs, theatres, arenas, stadiums and amusement 

parks must close to until further notice 

 Indoor recreation centres, health clubs, fitness centres, social sporting-based activities and swimming pools must close 

until further notice; for outside training programs, there can be groups of no more than 10 people and social distancing 

must be exercised 

 The operation of hotels and other accommodation services as well as outdoor recreational facilities will be a decision for 

each state and territory 

 Non-residential institutions, including galleries, museums, libraries, community centres, youth centres, local government 

non-essential facilities and services, community facilities as well as places of worship will all be closed until further 

notice; weddings can occur with a maximum of no more than 5 people, while funerals can only be attended with a 

maximum of no more than 10 people, with social distancing rules of 1 person per 4 square metres required in both cases 

The Prime Minister reiterated advice that all Australians should be staying at home, unless shopping for essentials, travelling to 

and from work or school and exercising.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Department of Health last updated 25 March 2020.  

 

NSW 

As of 25 March 2020, health authorities have reported a confirmed 913 cases of COVID-19, representing a daily increase of 95 

cases. 61,848 tests have been conducted.  

The distribution of cases by age group is largely clustered between the 20-69 age brackets, with a fairly even distribution. Most 

cases are being reported in the Sydney metropolitan area, specifically in southern and eastern Sydney.  


