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DAILY BRIEFING   23rd March 2020 
 

INTERNATIONAL           

Worldwide, as recorded by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, there have been 

335,974 total confirmed cases; 81,409 cases were confirmed in China, followed by 59,138 cases in Italy and 33,267 in the United 

States.  Globally there have been 14,641 confirmed deaths; 5,476 deaths in Italy and an unconfirmed number in China. Current 

data confirms that there have been 98,328 recovered cases. The most recent worldwide developments include that German 

authorities have banned gatherings of more than two people in an attempt to curb the spread of the virus. 

INTERNATIONAL – JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Communities in Europe remain in lockdown as per government restrictions. There have been several suspected cases in Brazil, 

Canada Chile, Greece, Mexico, Netherlands, Panama, South Africa and Spain. There are a significant number of cases in the 

United States, including Miami, Florida. Worldwide, most institutions, schools and Synagogues are closed and their services 

suspended indefinitely.  

AUSTRALIA 

In Australia, as recorded by the Department of Health, there have been 1089 confirmed cases of COVID-19, with an additional 

224 reported cases in the past 24 hours. In total, there have been 7 deaths, all of whom were over the age of 75. Health 

authorities have conducted 123,000 tests, with a 0.9% rate of positive testing, which by global standards is extremely low.  

At this stage, the government is advising that the risk of local transmission is low. More than half of all reported cases continue to 

be imported from overseas.  

On 22 March 2020, the Federal Government announced that various facilities will be restricted and closed from midday AEDT: 

 Pubs, registered and  licensed clubs (excluding bottle shops attached to these venues) and hotels (excluding 

accommodation) 

 Gyms and indoor sporting venues 

 Cinemas, entertainment venues, casinos and night clubs 

 Restaurants and cafes will only serve takeaway 

 Religious gatherings, places of worship or funerals (excluding where 1 person per 4 square metre rule can be applied). 

 

Services that will continue to operate include supermarkets, retail stores, petrol stations, banks, health services, 

pharmacies and public transport. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison also announced this morning that Australians must be prepared for a long-term shutdown than may 

be longer than ‘three to four weeks’. These announcements follow previous restrictions on gatherings greater than 500 people 

outdoors and 100 people indoors, in addition to the requirement to maintain ‘social distancing’ of a minimum 1.5m. 
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NSW 

NSW has recorded an increase in the number of COVID-19 cases by 136 in the past 24 hours, bringing the total to 669 cases. 

State health authorities have conducted a total of 56,941 cases, constituting a positive testing rate of 0.01% which is extremely 

low by global standards. 

This morning, NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian urged parents to keep their children home from school; however, she has stated 

that schools will remain open for families that have no option but to send their children to school. In the past week, the 

Department of Education recorded that up to 30% of students did not attend school.  

 


