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SHARS Updates

This information is provided for educational purposes only to facilitate a 
general understanding of the law or other regulatory matter. This 
information is neither an exhaustive treatment on the subject nor is this 
intended to substitute for the advice of an attorney or other professional 
advisor. Consult with your attorney or professional advisor to apply these 
principles to specific fact situations.
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Change is 
Inevitable
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https://www.tmhp.com/news/2021-08-13-shars-updates-interim-claiming-and-cost-reporting-requirements-shars-pt-ot-st-and
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02658F.pdf
https://pfd.hhs.texas.gov/sites/rad/files/documents/acute-care/2021/2021-shars-parental-consent-req.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/services/health/medicaid-chip/policy-review/shars-policy-comments-responses.pdf
https://www.tmhp.com/news/2021-08-13-shars-updates-audiology-services-under-section-504-plan
https://www.tmhp.com/news/2021-08-13-shars-benefits-change-texas-medicaid-october-1-2021


SHARS Updates
IEP Ratio

01.
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IEP Ratio
Parental consent required to bill for a Medicaid-enrolled student with an IEP that 
prescribes SHARS services.
• District may not submit any interim claims or include the student in cost

ratios until parental consent has been obtained.

House Bill 2658 (Effective 9/1/2021)
• Requires HHSC to adopt rules requiring districts to obtain parental consent for services 

provided under the SHARS program to receive reimbursement for those services.
• Allows for an exemption process in the event a student does not have a parent or legal guardian 

who can give consent.



SHARS Updates
Audiology

02.
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Audiology
• Referrals from a physician or eligible provider required 

• Valid for 3 years
• Audiologists whose evaluations serve as the referral must be enrolled in Medicaid as 

individual practitioners and must use their individual National Provider Identifier (NPI) 
for claim submission.

• New procedure codes for new services
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Audiology

Reimbursement to be provided for students with 
Section 504 plans that include the student’s disability 
and the service’s medical necessity

• Only applies to audiology evaluations and 
management procedures

• Pending final approval from CMS
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SHARS Updates
NPIs & Medicaid 
Enrollment

03.
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NPIs & Medicaid 
Enrollment

• Related Service prescriptions and referrals must include a National Provider Identifier (NPI), 
and the provider must be enrolled with Medicaid to bill evaluation and/or authorize the billing 
of related services therapy.

• One year grace period to become compliant begins November 1, 2021. 
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04.SHARS Updates
OT & PT Prescription
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OT & PT 
Prescription

• Need a new prescription every 3 years

• Must have maximum billable time on the prescription
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05.
SHARS Updates
Reevaluations &
Co-Treatment/Therapy
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Reevaluations & 
Co-Treatment/Therapy

• Confirmation that reevaluations may be billed

• A physician’s prescription is NOT needed for a reevaluation, so long as the 
prescription/referral occurred in the previous 3 years 

• Effective 11/1/2021, PT, OT, and/or ST services prescribed in a student’s IEP may be 
reimbursed when delivered as co-treatment

• Reason for co-treatment should be documented in session notes
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06.SHARS Updates
Documentation
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Documentation

• Documentation of services must occur within 1 week (7 days) of the time the service is 
rendered.

• Effective 11/1/2021, student observations will be required in service log documentation of ALL 
SHARS services.
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Documentation: 
Specialized Transportation

• Service itself remains unchanged

• Trip log requirements will be made official on 11/1/2021

• Most requirements were listed in SHARS FAQs
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Documentation: 
Specialized Transportation

New requirements to note:
• Date of service and day of the week

• Student should be marked absent if service is not provided

• Medicaid number should be included on log or if not possible, a separate ledger with certain student information must be 
maintained and provided to HHSC

• Indication if a bus aid or monitor was needed

• If personal care services are provided on the bus, documentation of the type of personal care service (type of activity and 
group/individual) that was performed must be included
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Documentation: 
Electronic Signature

• Check all systems you document in for SHARS that they meet the 
necessary eSignature requirements.

• Have documentation on the methodology.

• Be able to pull logs from the system. 
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07.
SHARS Updates
Random Moment 
Time Study
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Random Moment Time 
Study

• 1st Quarter (of FFY 2022) participant list 
due TODAY, September 15, 2021

• Training requirement to be enforced 
starting with FFY 2022

• Training schedule online

https://rad.hhs.texas.gov/sites/rad/files/documents/time-study/2022/2022-ts-isd-trng-sch.pdf
https://rad.hhs.texas.gov/sites/rad/files/documents/time-study/2022/2022-rmts-isd-trng-compliance.pdf


Questions???
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Save the Date

SHARS 2022 Conference
Our first ever hybrid conference

April 28 -29, 2022



THANK YOU!!



Contact 
Information

Website
www.TASB.org/specialeducation

Email
shars@tasb.org

Phone
888.630.6606

The information in this presentation may include the intellectual property of third parties. 
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