


Today’s Agenda 

• What is licensed apparel

• Where you would get a license

• Cost of a license

• Alternatives to licensing 



Licensed Apparel

The term trademark refers to a recognizable insignia, 
phrase, word, or symbol that denotes a specific product 
and legally differentiates it from all other products of its 
kind.

For trademarked logos you will need a licensing 
agreement to print it.



Licensed Apparel 

• Professional sports teams
• College logos
• Disney
• Clothing brands - Nike, Adidas, Under Armour
• Looney Toons 
• Movies
• Boy Scouts 
• Sorority and Fraternity 

Most Requested:



Where to Get License Agreements

• Contractual agreement between you and the holder of 
the trademark
• Typically a flat fee plus per sale royalty
• Submit a concrete business plan 

Greek Licensing



Where to Get License Agreements
Here is who to contact to apply for a license:
NCAA; IMG College Licensing
http://www.imgcollegelicensing.com/

Sorority and Fraternity
https://greeklicensing.com/

Individual NFL Players
https://www.nflpa.com/players/about

Major League Baseball
http://www.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/about_mlb/

National Basketball Association
http://global.nba.com/nba-license-application/

Licensing for NHL Players (NHLPA)
https://www.nhlpa.com/the-pa/business-affairs

http://www.imgcollegelicensing.com/
https://greeklicensing.com/
https://www.nflpa.com/players/about
http://www.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/about_mlb/
http://global.nba.com/nba-license-application/
https://www.nhlpa.com/the-pa/business-affairs


Cost of an NFL License
1
Gain three years of manufacturing experience. The NFL only grants vendor licenses to manufacturers, not middlemen or distributors. 
Your manufacturing experience should also include experience distributing the products you manufacture.

2
Secure a minimum of $100,000 to meet the royalty guarantee required by the NFL. 
The NFL requires licensed manufacturers to pay 100 percent of the royalty guarantee every year. 
Ensure that your annual sales can cover this $100,000 guarantee
— and ideally exceed it so that you can profit from your merchandise sales.

3
Secure a comprehensive commercial general liability policy. 
The NFL expects its licensed vendors to possess this insurance policy, which should be worth 
$3 million per occurrence and $6 million on the aggregate.

4
Apply for prequalification to become an NFL licensed vendor. 
Visit the NFL's website to access the prequalification application, which requires detailed information about your business's organization, finances and history. 
In conjunction with this application, write a business plan and proposal that details how you plan to use the licensed NFL merchandise in your business.

5
Submit other business documentation with your prequalification application. 
The NFL requires potential vendors to submit two years of audited financial statements and tax returns, an annual report and a credit reference from a 
financial institution

Source: Houston Chronicle 



“I bought it on Etsy”



Avoiding Licensing 

• Use team colors without the logo or team name

• Be creative - use a popular cheer/chant

• Hot in Cleveland - airport abbreviation CLE and 
area code

• Use Easy View® to create art in seconds

• Test the waters:  Share ideas on Social to see 
what people will like



Avoiding Licensing 

Start with a customizable layout



Avoiding Licensing 

• Change the text, 
colors, clip art and 
size 



Avoiding Licensing 

• Show on apparel
• Email or download to potential customers



Avoiding Licensing 

• Build your sheet -
add left chest, heart, 
mask and cap size 



Avoiding Licensing 



Avoiding Licensing 



Avoiding Licensing 

Layout QCL-52

Layout QVA-16



Avoiding Licensing
Tips

• Use a heat press to apply to apparel

• Applies in seconds, so no need to tie up 
shirt inventory until sold

• Good starting order is 25, the more you 
order, the less the cost

• Take pre-orders - one color Easy Prints® ship 
next business day so you can order once you 
have a count

• Allow 1-2 shipping days (with Speedy Air 
everyone in contiguous US gets their package 
in 2 days from when printed)



• Register for an instant account at TransferExpress.com if you don’t yet have one

• With registration, a sample pack is sent out

• 30 days Easy View use included… give it a try!

• At end of 30 days, if you have started using it to order, Easy View remains open.
If not, Easy View simply closes.  
This IS NOT a membership and there is never a charge for its use.



Do you have more questions? 
Stay in touch. We’re here to help you grow your business!

• Email us – info@transferexpress.com
• Read and Subscribe to our Blog -

http://blog.transferexpress.com/
• Watch our videos and previous webinars –

http://www.TransferExpress.com/Webinars
• Visit our website: www.TransferExpress.com
• Visit us at Trade Shows
• Connect with Us on Social Media
• Watch us on YouTube 

Contact us: Phone: 1-800-622-2280                                                         
Fax: 1-800-833-3877 

Thank You For Attending 

mailto:info@transferexpress.com
http://blog.transferexpress.com/
http://www.transferexpress.com/Webinars
http://www.transferexpress.com/
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