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• Proposition 64 allows 
adults age 21 and over to 
possess, consume, and 
cultivate cannabis, but only 
in limited amounts and in 
certain places

• Proposition 64 eliminated 
and reduced some 
cannabis‐related crimes, 
but many cannabis‐related 
crimes are still on the 
books

• Proposition 64 does not 
apply to medical cannabis

• Cannabis remains in illegal 
under federal law

Why False?

Cannabis Use Activity Before November 
9, 2016 

After Proposition 
64 passed on 

November 9, 2016 
Possess up to 1 ounce of 
cannabis $100 ticket Legalized 

Possess up to 8 grams  
concentrate One year, $500 or both Legalized 

 

Transport up to 1ounce /8grams $100 misdemeanor Legalized 
 

Give away up to 1 ounce / 8 
grams $100 misdemeanor Legalized 

 

Homegrow 1 cannabis plant 16 months, two/three 
years 

Legalized 
 

Homegrow up to 6 cannabis 
plants 

16 months, two/three 
years 

Legalized 
 

Smoking where tobacco is 
banned $100 ticket $250 ticket 

Public smoking or underage use $100 ticket $100 ticket

Age 18-20 grow up to 6 plants 16 months, two/three 
years $100 ticket 

Age 18-20 up to 4 g. concentrate One year, $500 or both $100 ticket 
Offenses by minors up to age 18 Same as adults Counseling, community 

service, drug education 
Age 18 and up, grow over 6 
plants 

16 months, two/three 
years 

Six months, $500 or 
both 

Possess over 1 ounce of 
cannabis 

Six months, $500 or 
both 

Six months, $500 or 
both 

Possess over 8g of concentrate One year, $500 or both Six months, $500 or 
both

Transport or give away over 1 
ounce Two/three/four years Six months, $500 or 

both

Third or aggravated over 6 plants 16 months, two/three 
years 

Felony or 
Misdemeanor

Sales involving minors Three to seven years Three to seven years 
   
Key: 

Same as adults 

Felony Felony or Misdemeanor Misdemeanor Infraction Legalized





Brief history of cannabis laws in California:
MEDICAL CANNABIS

•“Compassionate Use Act”

• Approved by California 
voters

•Allowed “qualified 
patients” with a valid 
doctor’s recommendation 
to possess and cultivate 
cannabis for personal 
medical use

• “Medical Cannabis 
Regulation and Safety 
Act”

•Adopted by California 
Legislature

•Established the first 
regulatory framework 
for medical cannabis

• No consumer protection 
standards

•No labeling or packaging 
requirements

•No pesticide rules

•Ineffective control over doctor 
recommendations

1996: PROP. 215 …. 2015‐16: MCRSA



Post Prop. 215, 
Pre‐MCRSA
• Pesticides, mold and 
other contaminants

• Mislabeling and 
inaccurate product 
information

• Unsafe and confusing 
products

• Potency and 
homogenization



Post Prop. 215, 
Pre‐MCRSA
• Overconcentration 
and rampant 
confusion by 
consumers



Brief history of cannabis laws in California:
ADULT‐USE OR “RECREATIONAL” CANNABIS

• Legalized adult‐use or 
“recreational” cannabis 
possession, cultivation and 
use (limits apply)

•Established regulatory 
framework for adult‐use 
cannabis

•Required State of California 
to license commercial adult‐
use cannabis businesses by 
Jan. 1, 2018

• Hundreds of pages of 
regulations span at least 
three State agencies:
• Bureau of Cannabis 
Control (Department of 
Consumer Affairs)

• CalCannabis
(Department of Food 
and Agriculture)

• Manufactured Cannabis 
Safety Branch, 
Department of Public 
Health

• “Medical and Adult‐Use 
Cannabis Regulation and Safety 
Act”

•Adopted by California Legislature 
as a cleanup bill 

•Repealed MCRSA and amends 
AUMA to include regulations for 
medical cannabis (MCRSA + 
AUMA = MAUCRSA = one 
regulatory framework)

2016: PROP. 64 2017: MAUCRSA STATE REGULATIONS



Don’t forget about federal law…
1970: federal Controlled Substances Act
◦ Cannabis in Schedule 1: no valid medical uses and a high potential for abuse

2013: “Cole Memorandum”
◦ Obama era guidance to federal prosecutors to de‐prioritize prosecution of state‐
compliance cannabis businesses

◦ Rescinded by Attorney General Jeff Sessions on January 4, 2018
December 2014: Rohrabacher‐Farr (now, Rohrabacher‐Blumenauer) Budget Amendment
◦ Prevents Justice Department from spending funds to interfere with the implementation 
of state medical marijuana laws

◦ Extended until September 2018

April 13, 2018: Trump “commitment” to cannabis legal states?





Medical v. 
Adult‐Use
• One regulatory 
framework 
(MAUCRSA) does not 
mean the rules for 
medical and adult‐
use cannabis are the 
same



Possession limits – difficult in practice



Driving under the influence of cannabis
• Enforcement is challenging due to the lack of widely accepted 
thresholds for what constitutes impairment.

• Cannabis can be detected in a person’s blood for days or even weeks 
after use.

• Level of impairment from a given amount of THC can vary widely 
between individuals.

• Cannabis is sometimes used in conjunction with alcohol and other 
drugs, which can make it difficult to determine to what extend (if any) 
cannabis played a role in a car crash.

• DREs (Drug Recognition Experts) are needed to evaluate impairment.



Thriving illegal market
• The State of California and some cities and counties have started to 
permit and license cannabis businesses, but the pace of licensing is 
relatively slow.

• Consumers largely believe it is legal to purchase cannabis and will 
shop for best prices, closest stores, etc., without thinking about 
whether a shop is licensed or permitted.

• Sometimes difficult for law enforcement to verify whether cannabis 
being transported is legal and licensed. 

• Cannabis delivery is difficult to track, enforce, and stop. 
• “Hiding in plain sight.”





Decriminalization is a priority for the 
LA County Board of Supervisors

• February 13, 2018 – The Board directed OCM to develop a Countywide Cannabis 
Resentencing Plan.  OCM has been working closely with justice departments to 
assure qualified individuals receive the relief they are due per Proposition 64.

• The motion included direction on monitoring disparate enforcement of the new 
cannabis laws. 

• In other jurisdictions where cannabis was legalized, communities of color continue 
to bear the burden of cannabis arrests, although consumption remains relatively 
equal amongst whites, blacks and Latinos.

• May 22, 2018 – The Board voted to support AB 1793, which as currently drafted 
would require the State DOJ to initiate the expungement process for all eligible 
individuals by July 1, 2019.  

• LA County could have between 40,000 to 100,000 individuals eligible for relief.






































