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Section 25303

25303. The board of supervisors shall supervise the official conduct of all county
officers, and officers of all districts and other subdivisions of the county. and
particularly insofar as the functions and duties of such county officers and officers
of all districts and subdivisions of the county relate to the assessing. collecting.
safekeeping. management. or disbursement of public funds. It shall see that they
faithfully perfonin their duties. direct prosecutions for delinquencies. and when
necessary, require them to renew their official bond. make reports and present their
books and accounts for inspection.

This section shall not be construed to affect the independent and constitutionally
and statutorily designated investigative and prosecutorial functions of the sheriff and
district attorney of a county. The board of supervisors shall not obstruct the
investigative function of the sherift of the county nor shall it obstruct the investigative
and prosecutorial function of the district attorney of a county.

Nothing contained herein shall be construed to limit the budgetary authority of the
board of supervisors over the district attorney or sheriff.

(Amended by Stats. 1977. Ch. §99.)
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Sectiom 25303.7

25303.7. (a) (1) A county may create a shenff oversight board. either by action of
the board of supervisors or through a vote of county residents. comprised of civilians
to assist the board of supervisors with 1ts duties required pursuant to Section 25303
that relate to the shenff.

(2) The members of the shenff oversight board shall be appomted by the board of
supervisors. The board of supervisors shall designate one member to serve as the
chairperson of the board.

(b) (1) The chair of the shenff oversight board shall 1ssue a subpoena or subpoena
duces tecum 1n accordance with Sections 1985 to 1985 4. inclusive. of the Code of
Cwvil Procedure whenever the board deems 1t necessary or important to examine the
followng:

(A) Any person as a witness upon any subject matter within the junisdiction of the
board.

(B) Any officer of the county i relation to the discharge of their official duties
on behalf of the sheriff’s department.

(C) Any books. papers. or documents 1n the possession of or under the control of
a person or officer relating to the affairs of the shenff’s department.

(2) A subpoena shall be served 1n accordance with Sections 1987 and 1988 of the
Code of Civil Procedure.

(3) (A) If a witness fails to artend. or in the case of a subpoena duces tecum. if an
item 1s not produced as set forth theremn. the chair or the chair authonized deputy
1ssuing the subpoena upon proof of service thereof may certify the facts to the supenior
court in the county of the board.

(B) The court shall thereupon 1ssue an order directing the person to appear before
the court and show cause why they should not be ordered to comply with the subpoena.
The order and a copy of the certified statement shall be served on the person and the
court shall have junsdiction of the matter.

(C) The same proceedings shall be had, the same penalties imposed, and the person
charged may purge themself of the contempt in the same way as in a case of a person
who has commutted a contempt 1n the trial of a crvil action before a superior court.

(c) (1) A county, through action of the board of supervisors or vote by county
residents, may establish an office of the inspector general. appointed by the board of
supervisors, to assist the board of supervisors with 1ts duties required pursuant to
Section 25303 that relate to the shenff

(2) The inspector general shall have the independent authority to 1ssue a subpoena
or subpoena duces tecum subject to the procedure provided in subdrvision (b).



(d) The exercise of powers under this section or other investigative functions
performed by a board of supervisors, sheriff oversight board, or inspector general
vested with oversight responsibility for the sherift shall not be considered to obstruct
the investigative functions of the sheriff.

(Added by Stats. 2020, Ch. 342, Sec. 1. (AB 1185) Effective January 1, 2021.)
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