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Board of Supervisors establishes the 
Department of Children Services and 

the Commission for Children Services. 
The Commission was given             

responsibility to review all programs for  
children administered by County            

departments to improve delivery of 
services to abused and neglected   

children and their families.     

The Commission establishes       
At-Risk MacLaren Children’s   
Center Committee to improve   

services for children considered at 
risk (runaways and other status     

offenders); children in foster 
homes; and children residing at 

MacLaren Children’s Center.   

Commissioners advocated in 
Washington DC for passage of 
federal legislation establishing 
Family Preservation Programs. 

Advocacy continues in Sacramento 
insuring implementation of Family 

Preservation.  

Group Home Task Force Report  submitted to 
Board of Supervisors. This Report was         
instrumental in the passage of SB 933,        

landmark State legislation improving group 
home care for children. Included in the          

legislation was  legislatively mandated monthly 
visits by social workers to all children in group 

homes.     

Legal Permanency Task Force Report 
submitted to Board of Supervisors.  

Report addressed Kinship issues, Legal 
issues, Public Recruitment, Adoption 

Process. 

Commission initiates the development 
of START Unit. This program receives 

County Productivity Award for          
collaboration of agencies because of its 

first ever multi-disciplinary approach. 

Commission        
presented findings 

on Childhood       
Obesity to Board of  

Supervisors      
resulting in Board 

Motion.   

Commission insists DCFS  
conduct re-entry study      

following family  re-unification. 

Following four years of advocacy, Board 
and Departments adopt Prevention  

Initiative. 

Commissioners and community leaders 
worked with the Directors of DCFS and 
Probation and advocated successfully 
for DCFS and Probation to opt into the 

waiver.  Commissioners traveled to  
Sacramento and Washington DC      

advocating for IV E Waiver for           
Los Angeles.  

Commission is represented 
on MHSA Committees to   

ensure that children  receive 
mental health funding and    

services.  This work continues. 

Commission participates in 
the Judicial Protocol        

Visitation Committee       
establishing guidelines for 

visitation. 

Commission and DCFS        
jointly submit Relative Care 

Report to the Board of        
Supervisors.     

The Commission submits The Care and Safety of Children Currently   
Residing with Relative Caregivers  addressing  issues of commitment, 

assessment and placement, training, resources, court process, and data.  
This comprehensive study included  focus groups and interviews with 

relative care families. 

Commission participates in the 
Education Task Force that    
submits report to Board of    

Supervisors regarding quality 
of education available to at-risk 
children in Los Angles County. 

Commission is member of Los Angeles County Foster 
Care: Children At Risk Report to Board of Supervisors.    

Report indicates that both the State of California and Los 
Angeles County have failed to   develop and coordinate  

systems and procedures that monitor foster children’s care.   

Commission submits Progress for Youth 
Aging Out of Foster Care Program      

Development, 1994-1999, to the Board of 
Supervisors, summarizing                  

accomplishments in terms of program 
development on behalf of adolescents 
aging out of foster care in Los Angeles 

County. 

Commission and Probation  Commission 
partner to advocate for LACOE and Probation 

to ensure a minimum of 300 minutes of          
academic instruction daily for all youth in   

probation camps.   

 Commission assists in the         
creation of Children’s Planning 

Council , Child Care Roundtable, 
First 5 Commission, and              

Educational Coordination Council. 

Commission completes and 
analyzes faith-based surveys 

from DCFS and  Probation 
Staff 

Amended Blanket Order 
granted to read DCFS and   

Probation child fatality cases.  

L-R: Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Past Chair Helen Kleinberg, 
Supervisor Antonovich and Past Supervisor Edelman.  

On the occasion of the 25th         Anni-
versary,  Supervisors Present                    
Proclamation to Commission.  

Commission instrumental in 
increasing MHSA PEI     

funding to the most needy  
SPAs. 

Commission Co-Chaired Juvenile Court Emancipation 
Task Force addressing system and program             

improvement for youth aging out of delinquency and 
dependency systems. Commission continued to chair 
the committee for 12 years.  Work resulted in several 

important changes: development of Early Start to   
Emancipation Planning program; changes to group 

home contracts requiring them to provide services to 
prepare youth for successful emancipation;            

development of emancipation took which became the 
basis for the State TILP; advocacy in Washington DC 

for deferral legislation to develop the Independent 
Living Program; ensure use of ILP dollars to be used 

for housing.    

Commission advocates for educational 
needs of children in placement . In 

addition concern is express about the 
number of children moving from     

dependency to delinquency system.  

Commissioners and community partners       
successfully advocated for the creation of 
SIB to assist on  integrating services of 

county Departments.  

Commission advocated for a county             
Ombudsman for foster children in the     

Auditor Controllers Office  

Commission promotes        
adoption to achieve         

permanency. 

Commission advocated for the        
passage of AB427 that provided     

funding to LA County for a Health and 
Educational Passport for foster and 
probation youth.  AB 427 created 

THPP Plus Housing for youth        
transitioning from foster care. 

Commission partners with Mental 
Health and Probation Commissions to 
develop Art Smart.  This program for        

probation youth was recognized by the 
Productivity Commission as innovative 

and collaborative. 

Commission  advocated,        
supported, and  participated in 

the design of a courthouse     
specifically for dependent       

children beginning in 1985.   
Edelman’s Children’s Center, a 
child-friendly facility, opened in 

1992. 

Commission advocates for wrap 
around starting with the 10 Pilot Study. 

1997 

Commission and community 
partners advocates for            

integration of County services at 
MacLaren Children’s Center and 

the first Intranet Sharing of     
information by county              

departments.             
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