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TO END HIV, WE MUST END RACISM

On the behalf of the Los Angeles County Commission on HIV, the Black/African American Community
(BAAC) Task Force recognizes that these are extremely difficult, disturbing and painful times for us
and our communities. We remain steadfast in solidarity with our Black/African American
communities and vehemently condemn the pervasive, systemic racism that continues to plague our
communities. “Without reckoning with our history of racial injustice and violence we will continue to
be haunted by its ugly and painful legacy.” (Equal Justice Initiative [EJI].)

Racism IS a public health emergency and impacts us all. Racism impacts access to and the quality of
health care and it dictates when, how and by whom health care is given or withheld. Medical mistrust
by our Black/African American communities and implicit biases of the health care system are rooted
in historical, institutional and socialized racism. It is without question we cannot end the HIV
epidemic without dismantling these systems that continue to perpetuate the injustices that result in
disproportionately poorer outcomes in our Black/African American communities. Our HIV community
must remain diligent and committed to actively engaging in policy and action that promote health
equity, eliminate barriers and address social determinants of health such as: implicit bias; access to
care; education; social stigma, i.e. homophobia, transphobia and misogyny; housing; mental health;
substance abuse; and income/wealth gaps.

As HIV advocates, we cannot sit idly by and allow these inequities to continue. We must act now by
centering ALL of our work and conversations around the intersection of racism and the unequal
burden of HIV on our Black/African American communities. The Commission is committed to taking
action.

We stand in memoriam of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Tony Mc Dade, Ahmaud Arbery, and all
those who have lost their lives to senseless acts of violence, police brutality and HIV/AIDS. We stand
with you, we hurt with you, and we will take action to address these inequities and heal with you.

In Solidarity,

Los Angeles County Commission on HIV
Black/African American Community (BAAC) Task Force

#EndBlackHIV #KnowYourStatus #EndingtheEpidemic #VOTE

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.



