
 

LIKE WHAT WE DO? 
Apply to  be com e  a Com m ission Me m be r at:  

h ttps:/ / www.surve ym onke y.com / r/ 2023Com m issiononHIVMe m be rApplication 
For application assistance  call (213) 738-2816 or e m ail hivcom m @lachiv.org  

Notice of Teleconferencing Sites: 
Bartz-Altadonna Community Health Center 
43322 Gingham Ave, Lancaster, CA 93535 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  
To Register + Join by Computer:  

https://lacountyboardofsupervisors.webex.com/weblink/register/r83e9893924fae9fa0505411b589d7256  
To Join by Telephone: 1-213-306-3065    

Password: POLICY     Access Code: 2593 908 1854 
 

 
 

Scan QR code* to download an electronic copy of the meeting agenda and packet on your smart device.  Please note that hard 
copies of materials will not be made available during meetings unless otherwise determined by staff in alignment with the 
County’s green initiative to recycle and reduce waste. 

*Accessing meeting materials via the QR code: (1) Open your camera app on your smart device, (2) Select the rear-facing 
camera in Photo or Camera mode, (3) Center the QR code that you want to scan on the screen and hold your phone steady for 
a couple of seconds, and (4) Tap the notification that pops up to open the link.  

 

Pu b lic  Polic y Com m itte e  
Me e t ing  

 
Mond ay, June  5, 2023 
1:00p m -3:00pm  (PST)  

510  S. Ve rm on t Ave , Te rrace  Confe re nce  Room  
Los  Ange le s , CA  90020  

Va lida ted  Pa rking : 523 Sha tto Pla ce , LA 90020  
 

Age nda and m e e ting m ate rials will be  poste d on our we bsite  at 
https:/ / hiv.lacounty.gov/ public-policy-com m itte e /  

 

Visit us on line: h t tp :/ / h iv.lacounty.gov 
Ge t in  touch : h ivcom m @la chiv.o rg  

Subscribe  to  the  Com m ission’s Em ail List: 
h t tps:/ / t inyurl.com / y83ynuzt  

mailto:hivcomm@lachiv.org
https://lacountyboardofsupervisors.webex.com/weblink/register/r83e9893924fae9fa0505411b589d7256
https://hiv.lacounty.gov/public-policy-committee/
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                       510 S. Vermont Ave., 14th Floor, Los Angeles CA  90020 
                           MAIN: 213.738.2816  EML: hivcomm@lachiv.org  WEBSITE: https://hiv.lacounty.gov 

 

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, June 5, 2023 | 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

 
510 S. Vermont Ave 

Terrace Level Conference Room 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 

Validated Parking: 523 Shatto Place, Los Angeles 90020 
 

Notice of Teleconferencing Site: 
Bartz-Altadonna Community Health Center 
43322 Gingham Ave, Lancaster, CA 93535 

 
Members of the public:  

To Register + Join by Computer:  
https://lacountyboardofsupervisors.webex.com/weblink/register/r83e9893924fae9fa0505411b589d7256   

To Join by Telephone: 1-213-306-3065 
Password: POLICY     Access Code: 2593 908 1854 

 
Public Policy Committee Members: 

Katja Nelson, MPP 
Co-Chair 

Lee Kochems, MA 
Co-Chair  Alasdair Burton Mary Cummings 

Pearl Doan Felipe Findley, PA-C, 
MPAS, AAHIVS Leon Maultsby 

Paul Nash, PhD, 
CPsychol, AFBPsS, 

FHEA 

Ricky Rosales    

QUORUM: 5 

AGENDA POSTED: May 31, 2023.  
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: Supporting documentation can be obtained via the Commission on 
HIV Website at: http://hiv.lacounty.gov or in person. The Commission Offices are located at 510 S. 
Vermont Ave., 14th Floor Los Angeles, 90020. Validated parking is available at 523 Shatto Place, Los 
Angeles 90020. *Hard copies of materials will not be made available during meetings unless 
otherwise determined by staff in alignment with the County’s green initiative to recycle and 
reduce waste. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public Comment is an opportunity for members of the public to comment on an 
agenda item, or any item of interest to the public, before or during the Commission’s consideration of the 
item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. To submit Public Comment, you 

mailto:hivcomm@lachiv.org
https://hiv.lacounty.gov/
https://lacountyboardofsupervisors.webex.com/weblink/register/r83e9893924fae9fa0505411b589d7256
http://hiv.lacounty.gov/
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may join the virtual meeting via your smart device and post your Public Comment in the Chat box -or- 
email your Public Comment to hivcomm@lachiv.org -or- submit your Public Comment electronically 
here. All Public Comments will be made part of the official record.   
 
ATTENTION: Any person who seeks support or endorsement from the Commission on any official 
action may be subject to the provisions of Los Angeles County Code, Chapter 2.160 relating to 
lobbyists. Violation of the lobbyist ordinance may result in a fine and other penalties. For information, 
call (213) 974-1093. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Interpretation services for the hearing impaired and translation services for 
languages other than English are available free of charge with at least 72 hours’ notice before the 
meeting date. To arrange for these services, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 738-2816 
or via email at HIVComm@lachiv.org. 
 
Los servicios de interpretación para personas con impedimento auditivo y traducción para personas 
que no hablan Inglés están disponibles sin costo. Para pedir estos servicios, póngase en contacto con 
Oficina de la Comisión al (213) 738-2816 (teléfono), o por correo electrónico á HIVComm@lachiv.org, 
por lo menos setenta y dos horas antes de la junta. 
 

 
 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS           
 

1. Call to Order & Meeting Guidelines/Reminders                                            1:00 PM – 1:03 PM 
2. Introductions, Roll Call, & Conflict of Interest Statements                     1:03 PM – 1:05 PM 
3. Assembly Bill 2449 Attendance Notif ication for “Emergency                        1:05 PM – 1:07 PM 

Circumstances”                                           MOTION #1 
4. Approval of Agenda                MOTION #2         1:07 PM – 1:08 PM        
5. Approval of Meeting Minutes             MOTION #3         1:08 PM – 1:10 PM

  
II. PUBLIC COMMENT                            1:10 PM – 1:15 PM 
6. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee of items of interest that 

are within the jurisdiction of the Committee. For those who wish to provide public 
comment may do so in person, electronically by clicking here, or by emailing 
hivcomm@lachiv.org.   

 
III. COMMITTEE NEW BUSINESS ITEMS              

7. Opportunity for Committee members to recommend new business items for the full body or a 
committee level discussion on non-agendized Matters not posted on the agenda, to be 
discussed and (if requested) placed on the agenda for action at a future meeting, or matters 
requiring immediate action because of an emergency situation, or where the need to take 
action arose subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

 
IV. REPORTS 
8. Executive Director/Staff Report                              1:15 PM – 1:20 PM 
9. Co-Chair Report                       1:20 PM – 1:30 PM 

a. 2023 Workplan and Meeting Calendar Review 
b. ANAM Platform Update  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PUBLIC_COMMENTS
mailto:HIVComm@lachiv.org
mailto:HIVComm@lachiv.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PUBLIC_COMMENTS
mailto:hivcomm@lachiv.org
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V.  DISCUSSION ITEMS  
10. 2023-2024 Legislative Docket—Updates                     1:30 PM – 2:00 PM 
11. 2023-2024 Policies Priority             2:00 PM – 2:15 PM 
12. State Policy & Budget Update                  2:15 PM – 2:25 PM                 
13. Federal Policy Update             2:25 PM – 2:35 PM  
14. County Policy Update             2:35 PM – 2:50 PM 

a. DPH Memo in response to STD Board of Supervisors (BOS) motion 
b. 2023 Public Comment Schedule for Health Deputies Meetings and BOS Meetings  

 
VI. NEXT STEPS                2:50 PM – 2:55 PM 

13. Task/Assignments Recap 
14. Agenda development for the next meeting 

 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS                   2:55 PM – 3:00 PM 

15. Opportunity for members of the public and the committee to make announcements 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT                        3:00 PM 

16. Adjournment for the meeting of June 5, 2023 
 

PROPOSED MOTIONS 

MOTION #1: Approve remote attendance by members due to “emergency circumstances”, per AB 
2449. 

MOTION #2 Approve the Agenda Order as presented or revised. 

MOTION #3 Approve the Public Policy Committee minutes, as presented or revised. 
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Presence at meetings is recorded based on the attendance roll call. Only members of the Commission on HIV 

are accorded voting privileges and must verbally acknowledge their attendance in order to vote. 
Approved meeting minutes are available on the Commission’s website; meeting recordings are available upon 

request. 
 

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 1, 2023 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
P = Present | A = Absent |EA = Excused Absence 

Katja Nelson, MPP, Co-Chair P   Felipe Findley, PA-C, MPAS, AAHIVS P 
Lee Kochems, MA, Co-Chair P Eduardo Martinez (Alternate) A 
Alasdair Burton (Alternate) P   Leon Maultsby P 
Mary Cummings EA Paul Nash, PhD, CPsychol, AFBPsS, FHEA P 
Pearl Doan P   Ricky Rosales P 

COMMISSION STAFF AND CONSULTANTS 
Cheryl Barrit, Lizette Martinez, and Jose Rangel-Garibay 

*Some participants may not have been captured. Attendance can be corrected by emailing the Commission. 
*Members of the public may confirm their attendance by contacting Commission staff at hivcomm@lachiv.org. 
*Meeting minutes may be corrected up to one year from the date of approval. 
 

Meeting and agenda materials can be found on the Commission’s website at 
https://hiv.lacounty.gov/public-policy-committee/  

I. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS  
1. CALL TO ORDER & MEETING GUIDELINES/REMINDERS 

Katja Nelson, Public Policy Committee (PPC) Co-Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:15 
PM. 

2. INTRODUCTIONS, ROLL CALL, & CONFLICTS OF INTEREST STATEMENTS 
K. Nelson invited meeting attendees to introduce themselves and state conflicts of interest, 
if any. 

3. ASSEMBLY BILL 2449 ATTENDANCE NOTIFICATION FOR “EMERGENCY CIRCUMSTANCES” 
MOTION #1: Approve remote attendance by members due to “emergency circumstances,” 
per AB 2449 Passed by Consensus 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION #2: Approve the Agenda Order as presented or revised. Passed by Consensus 

5. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Draft 

mailto:hivcomm@lachiv.org
https://hiv.lacounty.gov/public-policy-committee/
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MOTION #3: Approve the April Public Policy Committee minutes, as presented or revised. 
Passed by Consensus 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
6. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE ON ITEMS OF 

INTEREST THAT ARE WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE COMMITTEE. FOR THOSE WHO 
WISH TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT MAY DO SO IN PERSON, ELECTRONICALLY BY 
CLICKING HERE, OR BY EMAILING HIVCOMM@LACHIV.ORG.  
No public comment.  
 

III. COMMITTEE NEW BUSINESS ITEMS  
7. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSION MEMBERS TO RECOMMEND NEW BUSINESS ITEMS FOR 

THE FULL BODY OR A COMMITTEE LEVEL DISCUSSION ON NON-AGENDIZED MATTERS NOT 
POSTED ON THE AGENDA, TO BE DISCUSSED AND (IF REQUESTED) PLACED ON THE 
AGENDA FOR ACTION AT A FUTURE MEETING, OR MATTERS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE 
ACTION BECAUSE OF AN EMERGENCY SITUATION, OR WHERE THE NEED TO TAKE ACTION 
AROSE SUBSEQUENT TO THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA. 
There were no committee new business items.  
 

IV. REPORTS 
8. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORT 
 Jose Rangel-Garibay, Commission staff, remined attendees of the Commission’s 2023 

Training schedule and noted that recordings will be available on the Commission 
website for those unable to join live trainings. A copy of the document is included in the 
meeting packet.  

 J. Rangel-Garibay reported that on April 27th the Executive Committee meeting decided 
to move forward with the May Commission meeting. The meeting will take place on 
May 11 at the St. Anne’s Conference Center.  

 Cheryl Barrit, Executive Director, reported that the Executive Committee also discussed 
reaching out to other commissions in the county for collaborating. These include the 
Public Health Commission, the Mental Health Commission, and the Commission on 
Alcohol and other Drugs. The Commission co-chairs and Commission staff will meet with 
staff and members of the Commission on Alcohol and other Drugs on May 2. Lizette 
Martinez, Commission staff, attended the Mental Health Commission’s monthly meeting 
on April 27 and is coordinating an introductory meeting for late May. Commission staff 
are currently seeking contact information for the Public Health Commission. C. Barrit 
also shared that there is a possibility to have the commissions meet jointly in the future 
as long as the bodies are compliant with the Brown Act.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PUBLIC_COMMENTS
mailto:HIVCOMM@LACHIV.ORG
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 C. Barrit shared that the Board of Supervisors (BOS) are in Washington D.C. this week to 

conduct their advocacy with federal staff. Supervisors Hanh, Mitchell, and Horvath met 
with Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Secretary Becerra and discussed 
issues focused on mental health and sustained funding for public health. They also met 
with Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Fudge, members 
of the White House senior staff and shared their priority of focusing on homelessness as 
a major intersection for health outcomes in Los Angeles County.  

 C. Barrit also reported that the Chief Executive Office (CEO) of the County proposed the 
2023-24 budged for the County totaling 43 billion dollars. She added that 2.5 million 
dollars from tobacco settlement funds were used to support the STD crisis and that the 
Public Health department is in year 2 of 4 of one-time funding. Felipe Findley asked if 
increases in the budget to law enforcement and systems of incarceration are on part 
with the total money allocated to other line items.  

9. CO-CHAIR REPORT  
a. 2023 Workplan Development  

The PPC briefly discussed their 2023 workplan. K. Nelson noted that Item #4: Continue 
to advocate for an effective County-wide response to the STD crisis in Los Angeles County 
will be discussed in further detail at the May PPC meeting. The PPC will also prioritize 
Item #7: Efforts to Modernize the Ryan White Care Act (RWCA). The PPC decided to 
adopt the 2023 Workplan as presented.  

b. ANAM Platform Update 
There was no update on the Act Now Against Meth (ANAM) platform. K. Nelson 
suggested reaching out to Richard Zaldivar for an update at a future meeting.  
 
J. Rangel-Garibay reported that he attended an event hosted by The Wall Las Memorias 
which discussed the Los Angeles County (LAC) drug crisis, hosted a community panel 
discussion, and provided a Narcan training. The training was provided by Commissioner 
Jose Magaña, who was identified as a good resource for a presentation at a future COH 
meeting.  
 

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
10. 2023-2024 LEGISLATIVE DOCKET – DEVELOPMENT 
The PPC reviewed the 2023-2024 Legislative Docket and stated their positions on each bill 
included on the docket. A copy of the document is included in the meeting packet. Positions 
were as follows:  
 H.R. 62 (Jackson Lee): Safeguarding Healthcare Industry Employees from Litigation and 

Distress (SHIELD) Act—Support  
 H.R. 73 (Biggs): No Pro-Abortion Task Force Act—Oppose 
 H. Res. 185 (Hayes): Declaring racism a public health crisis—Support  
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 H.R. 407 (Clyde): Protect the Undo the Negligent Biden Orders Right Now (UNBORN) 

Act—Oppose 
 H.R. 445 (Williams): Health and Human Services Reproductive and Sexual Health 

Ombuds Act of 2023—Support 
 H.R. 459 (Eshoo)/S. 323 (Hirono): Secure Access for Essential Reproductive Health 

(SAFER) Health Act of 2023—Support 
 H.R. 517 (Mace): Standing with Moms Act—Oppose 
 H.R. 561 (Lee): EACH Act of 2023—Support 
 H.R. 1224 (Trahan) Informing New Factors and Options (INFO) for Reproductive Care Act 

of 2023—Support 
 S. 701 (Baldwin): Women’s Health Protection Act of 2023-- Support 

MOTION #4: Approve the 2023-2024 Legislative Docket: Federal bills, as presented, or revised 
and elevate to the Executive Committee. Passed by Roll Call Vote (Yes = A. Burton, P. Doan, 
F. Findley, L. Kochems, L. Maultsby, P. Nash, K. Nelson, R. Rosales; No = 0; Abstain = 0)  

11. 2023-2024 POLICIES PRIORITY  
The PPC discussed their 2023-2024 Policies Priority document. F. Findley shared that 
Measure J was ruled unconstitutional; however, the Alternatives to Incarceration Initiatives 
is working on allowing funding under Measure J. A copy of the document is included the 
meeting packet.  

MOTION #5: Approve the 2023-2024 Policy Priorities document, as presented, or revised and 
elevate to the Executive Committee. Passed by Roll Call Vote (Yes = A. Burton, P. Doan, F. 
Findley, L. Kochems, L. Maultsby, P. Nash, K. Nelson, R. Rosales; No = 0; Abstain = 0)  

12. STATE POLICY & BUDGET UPDATE – No update provided.  
13. FEDERAL POLICY UPDATE – No update provided.  
14. COUNTY POLICY UPDATE 

a. DPH Memo in Response to STD Board of Supervisors (BOS) Motion  
The Committee agreed to develop a list of discussion items and a schedule for providing 
public comments at Health Deputies Meetings and BOS Meetings.  

VI. NEXT STEPS  
15. TASK/ASSIGNMENTS RECAP  
 COH staff will reach out to various legislative offices to obtain more information on 
several bills. 
 COH staff will develop a scheduled and talking points for Health Deputy meetings. 

16. AGENDA DEVELOPMENT FOR THE NEXT MEETING  
 The PPC will discuss their positions on the federal bills included on the legislative docket.  

 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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17. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND THE COMMITTEE TO MAKE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 A. Burton requested that the PPC co-chairs share updates with the Consumer Caucus at 

their July meeting. COH staff with coordinate the meeting.  
 F. Findley noted that a memorial service for Dr. Wilbert Jordan has been planned by 

Charles Drew University on April 28th from 4pm-7pm and thanked Leon Maultsby for 
sharing the event details with the Commission.  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

18. ADJOURNMENT FOR THE MEETING OF APRIL 3, 2023.  
The meeting was adjourned by K. Nelson at 3:01 PM. 

 

 



                

 
 
 

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE 2023 MEETING SCHEDULE 
PROPOSED/DRAFT FOR REVIEW (updated 05.30.23) 

 
DATE KEY AGENDA ITEMS/TOPICS (subject to change; for planning purposes) 

January 24 
1pm to 3pm (Virtual) 

Elect Co-Chairs for 2023 
 

February 6 
1pm to 3pm (Virtual)  

PACHA Resolution on MSM Blood Donation Deferral Policy  
2023 Legislative Docket Development 
2023 Policy Priorities Action Plan Development 

March 6 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

MEETING CANCELLED 
  

April 3 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Adopt 2023 PPC Workplan  
Finalize and approve changes to 2023 Policy Priorities Document 
Discuss state bills for 2023-2024 Legislative Docket  
Approve Legislative Docket—PPC and Executive 

May 1 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Approve Legislative Docket – COH  
Submit Legislative Docket to BOS 
Discuss federal bills for 2023-2024 Legislative Docket 
Discuss DPH Memo on STD crisis to Board of Supervisors (BOS)  

June 5 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Discuss public comment schedule for Health Deputy/BOS meetings  
Determine strategy for Ryan White Care Act (RWCA) Modernization 
Outline presentation schedule for RWCA modernization 

July 3 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Consider rescheduling or canceling due to Independence Day Holiday on 
7/4/23 observed on 7/3/23 

August 7 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

RWCA Modernization Presentation 1 

September 4 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Consider rescheduling or canceling due to Labor Day Holiday on 9/4/23 
Note: The United States Conference on HIV/AIDS (USCHA) 9/6/23—9/9/23   
RWCA Modernization Presentation 2 

October 2 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Outline the framework for modernized RWCA Modernization white paper 

November 6 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

COH Annual Meeting 

December 4 
1pm to 3pm (In-Person) 

Consider cancelling; poll committee members 
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2023-2024 Legislative Docket | Approval Date:  Approved by PPC on 4/5/23 and 5/1/23.   
 

POSITIONS:  SUPPORT | OPPOSE | SUPPORT w/AMENDMENTS | OPPOSE unless AMENDED | WATCH  
 

BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

ACA 5  
(Low) Marriage Equality 

ACA= Assembly Constitutional Amendment 
This measure would express the intent of the Legislature to amend the Constitution 
of  the State relating to marriage equality.   
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA5    

Support 

15-FEB-23 
 

May be heard in 
committee March 

17. 

ACA 8 
(Wilson) Slavery 

This measure would instead prohibit slavery in any form, including forced labor 
compelled by the use or threat of physical or legal coercion.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA8  
 
Follow-up questions regarding the phrasing of the ACA: The ACA removed 
“Involuntary servitude is prohibited except to punish a crime” from phrasing and 
added “Slavery in any form.”  

Support with 
follow-up 
questions  

25-APR-23 
 

Be adopted and re-
refer to Com. on 

APPR.  

AB 4 
(Arambula) 

Covered 
California: 
Expansion 

This bill required Covered California to apply for a federal waiver to allow Covered 
California to offer coverage under a qualified health plan (QHP) for an individual 
who, due to their immigration status, is not currently eligible.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB4  
 
Follow-up questions regarding the phrasing of the AB: Starting January 2024, 
undocumented Californians 26-49 years of age will be eligible for full scope Medi-Cal 
coverage; however, undocumented Californians who earn too much money to qualify 
for Medi-Cal are excluded form being able to purchase coverage through Covered 
California since the federal Affordable Care Act (ACA) did not extend eligibility to 
undocumented individuals. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
would need to approve a 1332 waiver which would allow Covered California to offer 
coverage to undocumented immigrants. 

Support with 
follow-up 
questions 

26-APR-23 
 

In committee: Set, 
first hearing. 
Referred to 

suspense file.  
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA8
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB4
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 5 
(Zbur)  

The Safe and 
Supportive 

Schools Program  

This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE), by July 1, 2025, to 
f inalize the development of an online training delivery platform and online training 
curriculum CDS had already started developing to support lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and questioning (LGBTQ+) cultural competency training for 
teachers and other certificated employees. The bill specifies CDE may use funding 
it received as part of the Budget Act of 2021 to fulfill these requirements. The bill 
also requires local education agencies (LEAs) to provide and require a LGBTQ+ 
cultural competency training for certificated staff. 
 
This bill requires, commencing with the 2025-26 school year, and continuing 
through the 2029-30 school year, a local education agency to provide and require at 
least one hour of training annually to all teachers and other certificated employees 
serving pupils in grades seven to 12.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB5&s
earch_keywords=transgender  

Support 

18-APR-23 
 

Re-referred to 
Com. on ED. 

 
 
 

AB 223 
(Ward) 

Change of  gender 
and sex identifier 

This bill enhances protections for minors seeking changes of name or gender by 
making the proceedings presumptively confidential.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB223
&search_keywords=transgender  

Support 

03-MAY-23 
 

Referred to Com. 
on JUD.  

 
 

AB 254 
(Bauer-
Kahan) 

Conf identiality of 
Medical 

Information Act: 
reproductive or 
sexual health 
application 
information 

This bill would revise the Confidentiality of Medical Information (CMIA) to include 
reproductive or sexual health application information into the definition of medical 
information. Defines reproductive or sexual health application information to mean 
information about a consumer’s reproductive health, menstrual cycle, fertility, 
pregnancy, miscarriage, pregnancy termination, plans to conceive, or type of sexual 
activity collected by a reproductive or sexual health digital services, including, but 
not limited to, information from which one can infer someone’s pregnancy status, 
menstrual cycle, fertility, hormone levels, birth control use, sexual activity, or gender 
identify. Defines reproductive or sexual health digital health application information 
f rom a consumer, markets itself as facilitating reproductive or sexual health services 
to a consumer, and uses the information to facilitate reproductive or sexual health 
services to a consumers.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB254
&search_keywords=sexual+health  

Support 

11-MAY-23 
 

Read second time. 
Ordered to third 

reading.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB5&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB5&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB223&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB223&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB254&search_keywords=sexual+health
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB254&search_keywords=sexual+health
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 352 
(Bauer-
Kahan) 

Health Information This bill limits the sharing of information related to sensitive services in electronic 
health records without specific authorization from the patient. This bill also requires a 
specified stakeholder advisory group to include providers of sensitive services and to 
identify policies and procedures to prevent electronic health information related to 
sensitive services form automatically being shared with individuals and entities in 
another state.  
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB352
&search_keywords=sexual+health  
 
Follow-up questions regarding phrasing of AB: “Sensitive services” means all health 
care services related to mental or behavioral health, sexual and reproductive health, 
substance use disorder, gender affirming care, and intimate partner violence. 

Support with 
follow-up 
questions 

10-MAY-23 
 

In Committee 
(APPR): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.   

 
 

AB 367 
(Maienschein) 

Controlled 
Substances: 

Enhancements 

This bill, until January 1, 2029, applies the “great bodily injury” enhancement to any 
person who sells, furnishes, administers, or gives away fentanyl or an analog of  
fentanyl when the person to whom the fentanyl was sold, furnished, administered, or 
given suffers a significant or substantial physical injury from using the substance.   
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3
67  
 
“Watch” position selected due to follow-up questions regarding the AB: The bill 
applies a 3-year sentence enhancement. Provides that the enhancement does not 
apply to juvenile offenders.  

Watch 

27-MAR-23 
 

In committee: Set, 
final hearing. Failed 

passaged. 
Reconsideration 

granted. 

AB 470 
(Valencia) 

Continuing 
medical education: 

physicians and 
surgeons 

This bill updates continuing medical education (CME) standards to further promote 
cultural and linguistic competency and enhance the quality of physician-patient 
communication. Requires the updated standards for cultural and linguistic 
competency priorities languages in proportion to primary languages spoken by at 
least 10% of the state population, meet the needs of California’s changing 
demographics, and address language disparities as they emerge.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB470   

Support 

10-MAY-23 
In Senate: Referred 
to Com. on B., P. & 

E. D.  
 
 

AB 598 
(Wicks) 

Sexual health 
education and 

human 
immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) 
prevention 

education: school 
climate and safety: 
California Health 

Kids Survey 

This bill would revise the information included in this instruction related to local 
resources and abortion, as specified, and would require that pupils received a 
physical or digital resource detailing local resources upon completion of the 
applicable instruction. This bill would require the State Department of Education to 
ensure the California Health Kids Survey includes questions about sexual and 
reproductive care as a core survey module for pupils in grades 7,9 and 11. The bill 
would require each school district serving pupils in any grades 5,7,9 or 11 to 
administer the California Health Kids Survey to pupils in the applicable grades, as 
provided. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB598
&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

03-MAY-23 
 

In committee 
(APPR.): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.  

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB352&search_keywords=sexual+health
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB352&search_keywords=sexual+health
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB367
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB367
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB470
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB598&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB598&search_keywords=HIV
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 719 
(Boerner 
Horvath) 

Medi-Cal benefits This bill requires the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) to require Medi-
Cal managed care plans to contract with public transit operators for the purpose of 
establishing reimbursement rates for nonmedical medical transportation (NMT) and 
nonemergency medical transportation trips (NEMT) provided by a public transit 
operator. The bill further requires rates reimbursed by the managed care plan to the 
public transit operator to be based on fee-for-service (FFS) Medi-Cal rates for NMT 
and NEMT services.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB719
&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

03-MAY-23 
 

In committee 
(APPR): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.  

AB 760 
(Wilson) 

California State 
University and 
University of 
California: 

records: affirmed 
name and gender 

identification 

This bill would require California State University (CSU) and requests the Regents 
of  the University of California (UC), to implement a process by which students, staff, 
and faculty can declare an affirmed name, gender, or both name and gender 
identification to be used in records where legal names are not required by law.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB760
&search_keywords=gender  
 
Support with Amendments: Require the bill to apply to the UC system as well. 
Because of the constitutional autonomy of the UC system, the Donahue Higher 
Education Act, which governs postsecondary education in the State of California, 
does not apply to the UC system. As a result, a bill must request the UC Regents to 
make education code provisions applicable to the UC system.  

Support with 
Amendments  

17-MAY-23 
 

In Senate: Referred 
to Coms. On ED. 

And JUD.  

AB 793 
(Bonta) 

Privacy: reverse 
demands 

The bill bans reverse-location searches, which allow law enforcement agencies to 
obtain cell phone data about unspecified individuals near a certain location, and 
reverse-keyword searches, which allow law enforcement agencies to obtain data 
about unspecified individuals who used certain search terms on an internet website. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB793  

Support with 
Amendments 

10-MAY-23 
 

In committee 
(APPR): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.  

AB 920  
(Bryan) 

Discrimination: 
housing status 

This bill would also prohibit discrimination based upon housing status, as def ined. 
“Housing status” refers to the status of experiencing homelessness, as defined in 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 50675.15 of the Health and Safety Code.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB920  

Support 

26-APR-23 
 

In committee: Set, 
f irst hearing. 
Referred to 

suspense file.  

AB 957 
(Wilson) 

Family law: 
gender identity 

This bill would require the court to strongly consider that affirming the minor’s identity 
is in the best interest of the child if a nonconsenting parent objects to a name change 
to conform to the minor’s gender identity. This bill would require a court, when 
determining the best interests of a child, to also consider a parent’s affirmation of the 
childe’s gender identity.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB957  

Support 

05-MAY-23 
 

In Senate. Referred 
to Com. on JUD. 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB719&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB719&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB760&search_keywords=gender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB760&search_keywords=gender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB793
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB920
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB957
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 1022 
(Mathis) 

Medi-Cal: 
Program of All-

Inclusive Care for 
the Elderly 

This bill, among other things relating to the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly (PACE) would require those capitation rates to also reflect the frailty level 
and risk associated with those populations. The bill would also expand an approved 
PACE organization’s authority to use video telehealth to conduct all assessments, 
as specified.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB102
2&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

02-MAR-23 
 

Referred to Com. 
on HEALTH. 

AB 1078 
(Jackson) 

Instructional 
materials: 
removing 

instructional 
materials and 
curriculum: 

diversity 

This bill makes changes to the requirements on local school governing boards 
related to adopting instructional materials for use in schools.  
 
The bill also requires California Department of Education (CDE) to issue guidance 
related to how to help school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, 
and school personnel manage conversations about race and gender, and how to 
review instructional materials to ensure they represent diverse perspectives and are 
culturally relevant.  
 
Specifically, this bill revises the list of culturally and racially diverse groups a school 
governing board must include when adopting instructional materials to include 
materials that accurately portray the contributions of people of all gender 
expressions, rather than only men and women; the role and contributions of Latino 
Americans, rather than only Mexican Americans; the roles of LGBTQ+ Americans, 
rather than only lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans; and other 
ethnic, cultural, religious, and socioeconomic status groups, rather than only ethnic 
and cultural groups 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB107
8&search_keywords=transgender  

Support 

17-MAY-23 
 

In committee 
(APPR): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.  

AB 1163 
(Luz Rivas) 

State forms: 
gender identity 

This bill requires, by January 1, 2025, nine specified state agencies to revise their 
public use forms that collect demographic data be inclusive of individuals who 
identify as transgender, gender non-conforming, or intersex.  
 
Each agency must also collect data pertaining to the specific needs of the 
transgender, gender nonconforming, and intersex community. Specifically, this bill 
impacts the following state agencies: (1) Business, Consumer Services, and 
Housing Agency (BCSH), (2) Department of Aging (CDA), (3) California Health and 
Human Services Agency (HHS), (4) State Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS), (5) Labor and Workforce Development Agency, (6) Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD), (7) State Department of Social Services 
(DSS), (8) Civil Rights Department, and (9) California Commission on Disability 
Access. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB116
3&search_keywords=transgender  

Support 

10-MAY-23 
 

In committee 
(APPR): Set, first 
hearing. Referred 
to suspense file.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1022&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1022&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1078&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1078&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1163&search_keywords=transgender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1163&search_keywords=transgender
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 1314 
(Essayli and 
Gallagher) 

Gender identity: 
parental 

notification 

This bill would, notwithstanding the consent provisions described above, provide 
that a parent or guardian has the right to be notified in writing within 3 days from the 
date any teacher, counselor, or employee of the school becomes aware that a pupil 
is identifying at school as a gender that does not align with the child’s sex on their 
birth certificate, other official records, or sex assigned at birth, using sex-segregated 
school programs and activities, including athletic teams and competitions, or using 
facilities that do not align with the child’s sex on their birth certificate, other official 
records, or sex assigned at birth. The bill would state legislative intent related to 
these provisions. By imposing additional duties on public school officials, the bill 
would impose a state-mandated local program.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB131
4  

Oppose 

13-MAR-23 
Referred to Com. 

on ED. 
 

(Education)  

AB 1431  
(Zbur) 

Housing: the 
California Housing 

Security Act 

This bill would, upon appropriation of the Legislature, establish the California 
Housing Security Program to provide a housing subsidy to eligible persons, as 
specified, to reduce housing insecurity and help Californians meet their basic 
housing needs. To create the program, the bill would require the Department of 
Housing and Community Development to establish a 2-year pilot program in up to 4 
counties, as specified. The bill would require the department to issue guidelines to 
establish the program that include, among other things, the amount of the subsidy 
that shall be the amount necessary to cover the portion of a person’s rent to prevent 
homelessness but shall not exceed $2,000 per month. Under the bill, the subsidy 
would not be considered income for purposes of determining eligibility or benefits 
for any other public assistance program, nor would participation in other benefits 
exclude a person from eligibility for the subsidy. Under the bill, an undocumented 
person, as specified, who otherwise qualifies for the subsidy would be eligible for 
the subsidy. The bill would require the department to submit a report on the 
program to the Legislature, as described. 
 
“Adult with a disability” means an individual or head of household who is 18 years of 
age or older and is experiencing a condition that limits a major life activity, including, 
but not limited to, one of the following:  
(5) A chronic illness, including, but not limited to, HIV. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB143
1&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

26-APR-23 
 

In Committee: Set, 
first hearing. 

Hearing canceled 
at the request of 

author. 

AB 1432 
(Carrillo) 

Health insurance: 
policy 

This bill subjects an out-of-state group health plan contract, policy, or certificate of 
group health insurance that is marketed, issued, or delivered to a California resident 
to specified provisions of the Health and Safety Code and Insurance Code requiring 
coverage of abortion, abortion-related services, and gender-affirming care, 
regardless of the origin of the contract, subscriber, or master group policyholder. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB143
2  

Support 

11-MAY-23 
 

Read second time. 
Ordered to third 

reading. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1314
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1314
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1431&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1431&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1432
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1432
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

AB 1549 
(Wendy 
Carrillo) 

Medi-Cal: federally 
qualif ied health 

centers and rural 
health clinics 

This bill revises the prospective payment system (PPS) per-visit rate calculation to 
account for staffing and care delivery models for Medi-Cal services provided by 
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) and Rural Health Centers (RHCs) 
(collectively, health centers). This bill also revises the definition of change in scope 
of  service to include visit duration, intensity, and amount of activities provided, 
among other provisions. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB154
9&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

17-MAY-23 
 

In Committee: Set, 
first hearing. 
Referred to 

suspense file.   

AB 1645 
(Zbur) 

Health care 
coverage: cost 

sharing 

This bill prohibits a health plan contract or health insurance policy from requiring 
cost sharing for office visits of specified preventive care services and screenings 
and for items or services that are integral to the provision of those preventive care 
services.  
 
This bill also prohibits a health plan contract or insurance policy from requiring cost 
sharing, utilization review, or other specified limits on a recommended sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) screening, and from imposing a cost-sharing requirement 
for any items and services integral to an STI screening. The bill requires a health 
plan or insurer to directly reimburse specified nonparticipating providers or facilities 
of  STI screening a specified amount for the screening tests and related items and 
services and prohibits the nonparticipating provider from billing or collecting a cost-
sharing amount for an STI screening from an enrollee or insured. 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB164
5&search_keywords=sexual+health  

Support 

17-MAY-23 
 

In committee: Set, 
first hearing. 
Referred to 

suspense file.  

SB 36 
(Skinner) 

Out-of -state 
criminal charges: 

prosecution 
related to abortion, 

contraception, 
reproductive care, 

and gender-
af f irming care 

This bill would prohibit the issuance of warrants for persons who have violated the 
laws of  another state relating to abortion, contraception, reproductive care, and 
gender-affirming care, that are legally protected in California. The bill would also 
prohibit apprehending, detaining, or arresting a bail fugitive based on such offenses, 
and impose criminal and civil liability for doing so. In addition, the bill would restrict 
the sharing of  information by law enforcement related to such protected activity and 
provide that convictions in other states would not result in ineligibility for state 
benef its. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB36&
search_keywords=gender  

Support 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1549&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1549&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1645&search_keywords=sexual+health
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1645&search_keywords=sexual+health
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB36&search_keywords=gender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB36&search_keywords=gender
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

SB 37 
(Caballero) 

Older Adults and 
Adults with 
Disabilities 

Housing Stability 
Act 

This bill would, upon appropriation of  funding by the Legislature, require the 
Department of  Housing and Community Development (HCD) to develop and 
administer the Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities Housing Stability (OAADHS) 
Program to award competitive grants to eligible entities. Grant funds would provide 
housing subsidies to older adults and adults with disabilities whose households are 
experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness, as specified. 
 

a) “Adult with a disability” means an individual or head of household who is 18 
years of  age or older and is experiencing a condition that limits a major life 
activity, including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. A “physical disability,” as defined in subdivision (m) of Section 12926 
of  the Government Code. 

b. A “mental disability,” as defined in subdivision (j) of Section 12926 of 
the Government Code, except it shall also include a substance use 
condition. 

c. A “medical condition,” as defined in subdivision (i) of Section 12926 
of  the Government Code. 

d. A “developmental disability,” as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 
4512 of  the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

e. A chronic illness, including, but not limited to, HIV. 
f. A traumatic brain injury. 

 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB37&
search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18. 

SB 339 
(Wiener) 

HIV preexposure 
prophylaxis 

This bill requires health plans and insurers to cover HIV preexposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) and postexposure prophylaxis (PEP) furnished by a pharmacist, including 
costs for the pharmacist’s services and related testing. Permits a pharmacist to 
furnish up to a 90-day course of PrEP, or beyond 90-days if specified conditions are 
met.  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB339
&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18. 

SB 372 
(Menjivar) 

Department of 
Consumer Affairs: 

licensee and 
registrant records: 
name and gender 

changes 

This bill requires a board within the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) to 
update licensee or registrant records with that individual’s updated legal name or 
gender upon receiving government-issued documentation, as specified. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB372
&search_keywords=gender  

Support 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB37&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB37&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB339&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB339&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB372&search_keywords=gender
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB372&search_keywords=gender


 
 

                                                                                                9 
 

BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

SB 427 
(Portantino) 

Health care 
coverage: 

antiretroviral 
drugs, devices, 
and products 

This bill would prohibit health plans and insurers from requiring step therapy or prior 
authorization, as specified, or imposing any cost-sharing or utilization review 
requirements, for antiretroviral drugs, devices, or products that are either approved 
by the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for the prevention of AIDS/HIV, 
as specified. 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB427
&search_keywords=HIV  

Watch 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18. 

SB 524 
(Caballero) 

Pharmacists: 
testing and 
treatment 

This bill authorizes a pharmacist to furnish medications to treat various diseases 
and conditions based on the results of a federal Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) test the pharmacist ordered, performed, or reported and adds these 
additional pharmacy services to the Medi-Cal schedule of benefits, as specified  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB524
&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

16-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18.  

SB 525 
(Durazo) 

Minimum wage: 
health care 

workers 

This bill would enact a $25 minimum wage for health care workers, as specified. 
Increases to this minimum wage would be indexed annually to the change in the 
Consumer Price Index  
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB525
&search_keywords=%22health+care%22  
 
Support with amendments:  

Support with 
Amendments 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18. 

SB 541 
(Menjivar) 

Sexual Health: 
contraceptives: 
Immunization 

This bill requires schools, on or before the start of the 2024-25 school year, to make 
internal and external condoms available for f ree to all students in grades 9 through 
12. This bill also requires the existing Family Planning Access Care Treatment 
(PACT) program to provide coverage for immunization against human papilloma virus 
(HPV) to persons 18 years of age or younger. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB541
&search_keywords=HIV  

Support 

12-MAY-23 
 

Set for hearing May 
18.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB427&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB427&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB524&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB524&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB525&search_keywords=%22health+care%22
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB525&search_keywords=%22health+care%22
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB541&search_keywords=HIV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB541&search_keywords=HIV


 
 

                                                                                                10 
 

FEDERAL 
BILLS     

BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMEN

DED 
POSITION 

STATUS 

H.R. 62 
(Jackson 

Lee) 
SHIELD Act 

SHIELD = Safeguarding Healthcare Industry Employees from Litigation and 
Distress 
 
This bill established a framework to limit interference with persons seeking to 
provide or access reproductive health services at the state level. The bill reduces 
the allocation of funds under certain law enforcement grant programs for a state 
that has in ef fect a law authorizing state or local officers or employees to interfere 
with persons seeking to provide or access reproductive health services. The bill 
authorizes civil remedies for a violation, including damages and injunctive relief. 
Additionally, it authorizes criminal penalties for a violation involving the use of 
deadly or dangerous weapon or the infliction of bodily injury.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/62/actions?s=8&r=5&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductiv
e+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D  

SUPPORT 

09-Jan-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 
the Committee on 
Energy Commerce, 
and in addition to 
the Committee on 

the Judiciary. 

H.R. 73 
(Biggs) 

No Pro-Abortion 
Task Force Act 

This bill prohibits federal funding of the Reproductive Healthcare Access Task 
Force. The Department of Health and Human Services launched the task force on 
January 21, 2022, to identify and coordinate departmental activities related to 
accessing sexual and reproductive health care.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/73?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22
%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=7  

OPPOSE 

09-JAN-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 

Committee on 
Energy and 
Commerce.  

H. Res. 
185  

(Hayes) 
Declaring racism a 
public health crisis 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 
(1) supports the resolutions drafted, introduced, and adopted by cities and localities 
across the Nation declaring racism a public health crisis; 
(2) declares racism a public health crisis in the United States; 
(3) commits to— 

(A) establishing a nationwide strategy to address health disparities and 
inequity across all sectors in the United States; 
(B) dismantling systemic practices and policies that perpetuate racism in the 
United States; 
(C) advancing reforms to address years of neglectful and apathetic policies 
that have led to poor health outcomes for communities of color in the United 
States; and 
(D) promoting efforts to address the social determinants of health—especially 
for Black, Latino, and Native-American people, and other people of color in the 
United States; and  

(4) charges the Nation with moving forward with urgency to ensure that the United 
States stands firmly in honoring its moral purpose of advancing the self-evident 

SUPPORT 

28-FEB-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 
the Committee on 

Energy and 
Commerce, and in 

addition to the 
Committee on the 

Judiciary. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/62/actions?s=8&r=5&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/62/actions?s=8&r=5&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/62/actions?s=8&r=5&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/73?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/73?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/73?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=7
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truths that all people are created equal, that they are endowed with certain 
unalienable rights, and that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
resolution/185/text?s=1&r=15&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22HIV%
5C%22%22%5D%7D  

H.R. 407 
(Clyde) 

Protect the 
UNBORN Act 

UNOBORN: Undo the Negligent Biden Orders Right Now 
This bill prohibits federal implementation of and funding for specified executive 
orders that address access to reproductive care services, including services related 
to pregnancy or the termination of a pregnancy.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%2
2%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6  

OPPOSE 

27-JAN-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 
the Subcommittee 

on Health. 

H.R. 445 
(Williams) 

HHS Reproductive 
and Sexual health 

Ombuds Act of 2023 

This bill creates a position within the Department of Health and Human Services to 
support access to reproductive and sexual health services (including services 
relating to pregnancy and the termination of a pregnancy) that are evidence-based 
and medically accurate. Functions of the position include (1) educating the public 
about medication abortions and other sexual and reproductive health services, (2) 
collecting and analyzing data about consumer access to and health insurance 
coverage for those services, and (3) coordinating with the Federal Trade 
Commission on issues related to consumer protection and data privacy for those 
services.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/445?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22%5C%22sexual+health%5C%22%22%7D  

SUPPORT 

27-JAN-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 
the Subcommittee 

on Health.  

H.R. 459 
(Eshoo)/  
S. 323  

(Hirono)  

SAFER health Act of 
2023 

SAFER: Secure Access For Essential Reproductive Health  
 
This bill would ensure the privacy of pregnancy termination or loss under the HIPAA 
privacy regulations and the HITECH Act.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/459/text?s=8&r=8&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+
health%5C%22%22%5D%7D  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-
bill/323/text?s=8&r=9&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+
health%5C%22%22%5D%7D  

SUPPORT 

 
09-FEB-23 

Introduced in 
Senate. Read twice 
and referred to the 

Committee on 
Health, Education, 

Labor, and 
Pensions.  

H.R. 517 
(Mace) 

Standing with Moms 
Act 

This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
disseminate information about pregnancy-related resources. Specifically, HHS must 
maintain a public website (life.gov) that lists such resources that are available 
through federal, state, and local governments and private entities.  
 

OPPOSE 

25-JAN-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 

the House 
Committee on 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/185/text?s=1&r=15&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22HIV%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/185/text?s=1&r=15&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22HIV%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/185/text?s=1&r=15&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22HIV%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/445?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22%5C%22sexual+health%5C%22%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/445?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22%5C%22sexual+health%5C%22%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/459/text?s=8&r=8&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/459/text?s=8&r=8&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/459/text?s=8&r=8&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/323/text?s=8&r=9&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/323/text?s=8&r=9&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/323/text?s=8&r=9&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS RECOMMENDED 
POSITION STATUS 

The bill excludes form life.gov, the portal and the hotline resources provided by 
entities (1) perform, induce, refer for, or counsel in favor of abortions; or (2) 
f inancially support such entities. The bill also requires HHS to report on traffic to 
life.gov and the portal, gaps in services available to pregnant and postpartum 
individuals, and related matters.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%2
2%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=19  

Energy and 
Commerce.  

H.R. 561 
(Lee) EACH Act of 2023 

This bill requires federal health care programs to provide coverage for abortion 
services and requires federal facilities to provide access to those services. The bill 
also permits qualified health plans to use funds attributable to premium tax credits 
and reduced cost sharing assistance to pay for abortion services.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/561?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22transgender%5C%22%22%
5D%7D&s=8&r=8  

SUPPORT 

21-FEB-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 
the Subcommittee 

on Indian and 
Insular Af fairs 

H.R. 1224 
(Trahan) 

INFO for 
Reproductive Care 

ACT OF 2023 

INFO= Informing New Factors and Options 
This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to carry out a 
campaign to educate health care professionals (and health care professions 
students) about assisting patients to navigate legal issues related to abortions and 
other reproductive health care services.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-
bill/1224?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%
22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4  

SUPPORT 

27-FEB-23 
 

Introduced in 
House. Referred to 

the House 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Commerce. 

S. 701 
(Baldwin) 

Women’s Health 
Protection Act of 

2023 

To protect a person’s ability to determine whether to continue or end a pregnancy, 
and to protect a health care provider’s ability to provide abortion services. 
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-
bill/701/text?s=8&r=14&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive
+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D  

SUPPORT 

08-MAR-23 
 

Introduced in 
Senate. Placed on 
Senate Legislative 

Calendar under 
General Orders. 

 
*   The bill was not approved by the Commission on HIV 

** Commission on HIV recommended bill for the Legislative docket 
 

Footnotes: 
(1) Bills introduced in the first year of the regular session that do not become carry-over bills shall be returned to the Chief Clerk of the Assembly or the Secretary 

of  the Senate. 
 

Notes: 
Items italicized in blue indicate a new status or a bill for consideration for inclusion in the docket. 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/561?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22transgender%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/561?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22transgender%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/561?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22transgender%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1224?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1224?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1224?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/701/text?s=8&r=14&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/701/text?s=8&r=14&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/701/text?s=8&r=14&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22reproductive+health%5C%22%22%5D%7D


Budget 2 Save Lives (B2SL) is a multi-year vision to move California toward a “Care First” future by investing
in healing and rehabilitation, divesting from incarceration and policing, and ending the economic austerity

that endangers the lives of countless human beings.

2023-24 California State Budget Analysis

Intro:

A budget is a statement about our values. As California wastes billions of dollars of tax revenue
on jails, prisons, and detention centers built to solve problems that are actually socio-economic,
too many people have fallen victim to California’s culture of punishment and austerity.

Governor Newsom’s 2023-24 proposed budget includes many examples of positive spending.
However, there are significant gaps in the social safety net that continue to go unaddressed.
B2SL is calling for an increase in budget spending to address the needs  of all California
residents, including good jobs, health care, clean air and water, education and housing.

The way that the state budget is written has significant impacts on our own individual lives and
our communities. It determines what services we have access to, what public programs are
created, and what our state chooses to invest in. This year, our state faces a $24 billion budget
deficit1. This shortfall must not be used as an excuse to neglect investment in crucial
community-based services and programs under the guise of a “lack of finances.”

Here’s the truth: California is a very rich state. In moments of economic challenges, it’s more
vital than ever to direct state resources (especially state reserves) toward initiatives that can
support our communities NOW. The solution to our deficit is NOT to neglect crucial services, but
rather to reevaluate state spending and invest differently.

State leaders must acknowledge that big corporations and the 1% need to pay more of their fair
share. The existing tax code disproportionately benefits wealthy individuals and corporations
and needs a serious overhaul. California must support communities of color and low income
people who are the most harmed during economic turndowns.

1 Occurs when expenditures exceed revenues under current law and policy. “Revenues” includes any balance, positive
or negative, carried in from the prior fiscal year. In contrast to an operating deficit, which applies to a single fiscal year,
the term “deficit” is generally used in assessments of the state’s fiscal condition over multiple fiscal years.

https://ebudget.ca.gov/budget/2023-24/#/Home


Divesting from wasteful spending in various areas of the state budget and investing in the
needs, health and wellness of our most vulnerable residents is the formula for a budget that will
save lives.

California spends more than $19 billion dollars on Corrections each year, going to police,
prisons and other forms of incarceration. What could our state look like if we shifted those
wasteful resources from cages to care?  During this budget cycle, we have the opportunity to
advocate for the community based programming, services and spaces that will truly keep us
safe. Will you stand with us?

Our Goal:
This is a call to action. The B2SL Super Collective is welcoming local and state budget
advocates across California to collaborate, organize and stand with us to move forward our
collective priorities across intersecting movements for community equity and justice. A culture
of fiscal austerity and abandonment is unacceptable in a state as prosperous as California. We
are looking for partners who seek to identify and address the gaps in much needed services
and programs across the state, utilizing budget advocacy as an organizing tool to achieve our
goals. Below you will find examples of state priorities where spending must be reevaluated.
We’re looking to connect with leaders in the fields below to help connect the dots between our
shared, non-carceral budget advocacy goals.

Public Safety
The 2023-24 budget for Corrections is $19.3 billion, with 96% of that total coming from state
funds. Despite historic reductions in prison populations and prison closures, spending on
corrections has continued to increase over the last decade, and this year, CDCR will receive an
additional $468 million annually. More wasteful investments on punitive public safety strategies
like police, prisons and jails are a drain on our state’s limited resources. California must embrace
a comprehensive strategy for closing prisons and resourcing alternatives to incarceration as
well as other vital programs, including transitional and permanent supportive housing;
behavioral health and biomedical health community-based treatment; reentry services;
sponsorship and community-based integration services for immigrants and asylum seekers; and
other equity-centered initiatives. Read Californians United for a Responsible Budget’s full
overview of the proposed Corrections budget here.

Health, Housing, and Homelessness
The state does protect major healthcare investments previously allocated, such as maintaining
medi-cal expansion to undocumented folks, but it must do more. The proposed budget funds
the punitive Community Assistance, Recovery & Empowerment (CARE) Act, which claims to

https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/budget2savelives#:~:text=Budget%202%20Save%20Lives%20(B2SL,lives%20of%20countless%20human%20beings.
https://curbprisonspending.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Overview-of-2023-24-Proposed-Corrections-Budget.pdf


create a new pathway to deliver mental health and substance use disorder services. In reality,
the CARE act would give police and government officials the authority to force people into
coercive court proceedings that violate their rights and potentially fast-track them into extreme
court control through conservatorships.The proposed budget allocates $88.3 million General
Fund for county start up and state implementation costs for the dangerous CARE Act, as well
as $16.5 million General Fund in 2023-24; $66.5 million General Fund in 2024-25; $108.5
million in 2025-26; and annually thereafter to support county behavioral health department
costs. This is extremely alarming as community members have been challenging CARE court
for the last year. Read more about the NO CARE Court Coalition here.

Affordable housing is a crisis in California, yet, not much has changed. Due to declining General
Fund revenues, the Budget includes $350 million in reductions related to housing programs
that were included as part of the 2022 Budget Act. Programs that are funded include: Dream
For All—$500 million one-time General Fund to the California Housing Finance Agency to provide
shared-appreciation loans to help low- and moderate-income first-time homebuyers achieve
homeownership.  CalHome—included $350 million one-time General Fund ($250 million in the
2022 Budget Act and $100 million committed for 2023-24), which is utilized for grants to assist
low- and very-low-income first-time homebuyers with housing assistance, counseling and
technical assistance. The 2022 Budget Act allocated $10.2 billion, in addition to the $7.3 billion
provided in 2021, for homelessness solutions. The Administration has provided $3 billion to
local governments through four rounds of the Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention
(HHAP) Program and $400 million for a third round of encampment resolution grants. Although
at face value these are positive investments, we know that on the ground there is still a lack of
urgency in prioritizing permanent supportive housing in cities and counties across the state.

Labor and Workforce Development2

Investments in Labor and Workforce Development play a crucial role in helping California
residents obtain well-paying jobs and promoting workforce equity. This year, the Governor is
investing $2.065 billion, which is 6% less than last year's budget. Proposed investments include
$40 million for expanding non-traditional apprenticeships, $10 million for EMT training, and $10
million for career pathway programs at community colleges. However, these proposed
investments are MILLIONS less than what was originally planned. Additionally, there were cuts
to various other workforce development programs, including a $50 million reduction to public
health workforce programs and a $25 million reduction to COVID-19 workplace outreach
programs. Last year's budget allocated $15 million to support women and non-binary
individuals in skilled trade careers, but this year's budget proposes to "pause" that investment.
California has an opportunity to support its community members by providing them with

2 CA Budget Summary: Labor and Workforce Development 2023-24

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/04/advocates-oppose-california-care-court-legislation
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2023-24/pdf/BudgetSummary/LaborandWorkforceDevelopment.pdf


increased workforce development opportunities that can help prevent future harm and provide
access to basic survival needs, such as housing and healthcare. Increased funds for and
access to California Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) is one way to provide further support to
those in need and help in achieving financial stability, and efforts that center a decarceral just
transition should be prioritized.

Education3

Access to free high-quality education throughout our lifetime is essential for young children,
adolescents, and adults, as well as their families. The state’s Universal Pre-K initiative aims to
provide high-quality, subsidized preschool to all four-year old children through the state
preschool program, Head Start, or transitional kindergarten.The state preschool program also
provides access to subsidized preschool for income-eligible three-year olds. With more funding,
this program could be expanded to serve more three-year-olds whose families don’t meet the
current income cutoffs.

Cal Grant is the primary state financial aid program for California students who attend college
in-state. This year’s budget includes $2.3 billion for Cal Grants, which will support the
education of an estimated 377,000 students. Enrollment at California Community Colleges
(CCCs) declined 16 percent since the beginning of the pandemic, consistent with nationwide
declines in enrollment at community colleges. To help recruit, re-engage, and retain students,
the budget includes an additional $200 million to support community college enrollment and
retention efforts. Deeper investments in higher education can further support students in
completing school with less financial burden. The state can invest more in financial aid
programming, scholarship opportunities, and loan forgiveness programs.

Transportation4

The state is on track to award $1.7 billion in active transportation projects by the end of
2022-23. However, this year's budget proposes to reduce future transit infrastructure
investment by $2 billion over three years. This reduction would have a damaging impact on the
quality of life for Californians, and it is short-sighted. Instead of cutting funding, the state should
focus on increasing support for all forms of public transportation in an equitable and
responsible way. Investing in public transit is critical for building a more accessible, sustainable,
and economically competitive society in California.

4 Info from pg. 105 here: https://ebudget.ca.gov/2023-24/pdf/BudgetSummary/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
3 CA Budget Summary: K-12 2023-24 p. 19-20; Higher Education

https://opr.ca.gov/economic-development/#:~:text=The%20CERF%20was%20created%20to,accessible%20jobs%20for%20all%20Californians.
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2023-24/pdf/BudgetSummary/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2023-24/pdf/BudgetSummary/K-12Education.pdf
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2023-24/pdf/BudgetSummary/HigherEducation.pdf


Climate
Climate change funding received serious cutbacks due to budget deficit forecasts. The 2023-24
budget proposes to eliminate $6 billion in climate spending. More than half of those proposed
cuts – $3.3 billion – come from the state’s clean transportation initiatives. The governor helped
push a five-year $54 billion climate package approved by the Legislature during last year’s
session, but he now proposes to cut it to $48 billion. Money for zero-emission vehicle
incentive programs, such as rebates for car buyers, and EV-charging infrastructure would be
cut by $2.5 billion. The programs and services our communities need are devalued without
robust protections to our land and an environment. We encourage the state to listen to
indigenous rights movements and environmental justice groups to double down on spending
that prioritizes environmental preservation and high roads job creation programs.

Immigration
The Governor’s budget proposal fails to include investments to support our immigrant
communities in California. There are significant gaps in funding such as unemployment
benefits for excluded immigrant workers, which are essential to creating an equitable and
resilient economy. Additionally, The January budget proposes delaying the inclusion of all
Californians ages 55 and older, regardless of immigration status, in CFAP (the California Food
Assistance Program) to Jan. 1, 2027. You can read more about the importance of these
programs here. Similarly to the Corrections budget, the state budget fails to provide a clear
roadmap for detention center closure in California. We support a state program that
Incentivizes cities to divest from immigration detention services and invest in green
jobs. Cities and counties will be motivated to end their economic reliance on immigration
detention and provide their residents with economic opportunities in the clean energy sector. In
exchange for closing a detention center, cities and counties will have access to funding for
green jobs, clean infrastructure, or other community needs as California invests in real climate
solutions. This is a proposal being led by Dignity Not Detention and Budget2SaveLives this
year.

Closing:
Every year is another opportunity for us to enact a budget to save lives that prioritizes the
wellbeing of vulnerable communities, NOT tax breaks for the wealthiest corporations and
individuals. The California Legislature and the Governor have a responsibility to protect the
health of ALL people that live in our state. It’s vital that policymakers consider our community’s
fiscal analyses, and help lead the way toward a more prosperous future where all California
residents are healthy and free; where we use our collective resources to help, not to punish or
hurt; where people can receive the care and assistance they need to address harm, heal
historical or ongoing pain, and grow in community together; where we reduce wasteful spending

https://caimmigrant.org/california-immigrant-policy-center-governors-budget-avoids-cuts-to-vital-investments-for-low-income-immigrants-but-falls-short-in-putting-immigrant-families-on-equitable-footing/


on prisons, jails, detention centers, and policing; and increase positive spending on initiatives
that will truly enable people in our state  to thrive.

We stand with all community members and advocates working to change our state budget every
year, and we invite collaboration on pushing the state to do better. As we approach budget
hearings and deliberations, we have an opportunity to let California know what an equitable
budget really looks like.

In solidarity,

Budget2SaveLives

michaedelacuadra@gmail.com



New FDA Recommendations for Assessing Blood
Donor Eligibility (May 11, 2023)

Posted May 12, 2023

Cross-posted from FDA News Release

FDA Finalizes Move to Recommend Individual Risk Assessment
to Determine Eligibility for Blood Donations

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration

finalized recommendations for assessing blood

donor eligibility using a set of individual risk-

based questions to reduce the risk of

transfusion-transmitted HIV. These questions

will be the same for every donor, regardless of

sexual orientation, sex or gender. Blood

establishments may now implement these

recommendations by revising their donor

history questionnaires and procedures.

This updated policy is based on the best

available scientific evidence and is in line with

policies in place in countries like the United Kingdom and Canada. It will potentially expand the

number of people eligible to donate blood, while also maintaining the appropriate safeguards to

protect the safety of the blood supply.

These final recommendations are consistent with the policy initially proposed in January. The FDA

worked diligently to review and consider all comments submitted to the agency to finalize these

recommendations as quickly as possible.

“The FDA has worked diligently to evaluate our policies and ensure we had the scientific

evidence to support individual risk assessment for donor eligibility while maintaining

appropriate safeguards to protect recipients of blood products. The implementation of these

recommendations will represent a significant milestone for the agency and the LGBTQI+

community,” said Peter Marks, M.D., PhD., director of the FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation

and Research. “The FDA is committed to working closely with the blood collection industry to

help ensure timely implementation of the new recommendations and we will continue to

monitor the safety of the blood supply once this individual risk-based approach is in place.”

This policy eliminates time-based deferrals and screening questions specific to men who have sex

with men (MSM) and women who have sex with MSM. Under the final guidance issued today, all

prospective blood donors will answer a series of individual, risk-based questions to determine

eligibility. All prospective donors who report having a new sexual partner, or more than one sexual

partner in the past three months, and anal sex in the past three months, would be deferred to

reduce the likelihood of donations by individuals with new or recent HIV infection who may be in

the window period for detection of HIV by nucleic acid testing.

Additionally, under these final recommendations, those taking medications to treat or prevent HIV

infection (e.g., antiretroviral therapy (ART), pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and post-exposure

prophylaxis (PEP)), will also be deferred. Though these antiretroviral drugs are safe, effective, and an

important public health tool, the available data demonstrate that their use may delay detection of

HIV by currently licensed screening tests for blood donations, which may potentially give false

negative results. Although HIV is not transmitted sexually by individuals with undetectable viral

levels, this does not apply to transfusion transmission of HIV because a blood transfusion is

administered intravenously, and a transfusion involves a large volume of blood compared to

exposure with sexual contact. As stated in the guidance, individuals should not stop taking their

prescribed medications, including PrEP, or PEP, in order to donate blood. The FDA remains

committed to evaluating additional data and new technological developments as they become

available to inform our donor eligibility recommendations.

The FDA has been evaluating alternatives to time-based deferrals for MSM and helping to facilitate

the generation of scientific evidence that would support an individual risk based- assessment blood

donor questionnaire. This scientific information has given the agency a solid foundation to support

this new policy. The FDA strongly believes the implementation of an individual risk-based approach

will not adversely affect the safety or availability of the U.S. blood supply.

The FDA carefully reviewed numerous data sources, including data from countries with similar HIV

epidemiology that have implemented an individual risk-based approach for assessing donor

eligibility, surveillance information obtained from the Transfusion Transmissible Infections

Monitoring System, performance characteristics of nucleic acid testing for HIV and the FDA-funded
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Assessing Donor Variability And New Concepts in Eligibility (ADVANCE) study. The ADVANCE study

examined the rates of HIV risk factors, such as anal sex and rates of HIV infection, as well as the

usage of medications to treat or prevent HIV infection, among MSM study participants.

Related Information

Recommendations for Evaluating Donor Eligibility Using Individual Risk-Based Questions to

Reduce the Risk of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Transmission by Blood and Blood

Products

FDA Proposes Individual Risk Assessment for Blood Donations, While Continuing to Safeguard

U.S. Blood Supply

Keeping Blood Transfusions Safe: FDA’s Multi-layered Protections for Donated Blood
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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
For Immediate Release 

April 17, 2023 
 

 

LA County’s $43 Billion Recommended Budget is Unveiled 
Spending plan for 2023-24 prioritizes emergency response to homelessness 

and Care First and Community Investment funding 
 

Los Angeles County’s 2023-24 Recommended Budget—focused on 
accelerating the emergency response to homelessness now underway and 

sustaining innovative programs and services launched during the 
pandemic—will be presented to the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, April 

18 by Chief Executive Officer Fesia Davenport. 
 

The $43 billion Recommended Budget represents the first step in the 

County’s multi-phase annual budget process. If approved by the Board, it 
will add 514 new positions—many of them in mental health and health 

services—for a total of 114,106 budgeted positions in the County workforce. 
 

Highlights of the budget include: 
 

• $692 million to mobilize the emergency response to the humanitarian 

crisis of homelessness with extensive investments in mental health 

outreach, supportive services, and a wide range of housing programs 

to increase the supply of affordable housing and move people off the 

streets and into safe living conditions in collaboration with our city 

governments. 

 

• $288.3 million for Care First and Community Investment (CFCI, 

formerly known as Measure J) projects and programs to address racial 



disparities in the justice system. This fulfills the County’s commitment 

to allocate a full 10% of its locally generated unrestricted revenues by 

June 2024 to direct community investments and alternatives to 

incarceration. 

 

• Nearly $50 million to improve conditions in the jails, and nearly $7 

million to support continued Sheriff’s Department reforms, including 

reestablishing the Office of Constitutional Policing. 

 

“This budget is all about building momentum on key Board priorities while 

also sustaining our unprecedented pace of innovation during the pandemic, 

which included the launch of four new departments as well as major 
initiatives to fight racism and poverty,” CEO Davenport said. 

 
The spending plan reflects a mixed economic outlook, with modest increases 

in property and sales tax revenues but also uncertainty about the impacts of 
the State budget deficit, a dramatic slowdown in local real estate 

transactions that affect property taxes, and an unsettled economic 
environment overall. These and other County-specific pressures will likely 

mean that only the most critical new programs or services will be considered 
for funding later this year. 

 
The Recommended Budget kicks off the County’s months-long budget cycle, 

which moves next to public hearings in May, followed by budget 
deliberations in June, and concludes with the approval of the Final Adopted 

Budget in October. 

 
More information about the County budget, including a library of short, 

animated explainer videos, can be found at ceo.lacounty.gov/budget/ 
 

Other Key Resources on the 23-24 Recommended Budget: 
 

PowerPoint 
Fact Sheet 

Budget Charts 
Transmittal Letter 

 
Contact: Countywide Communications at pio@ceo.lacounty.gov or (213) 

974-1311. 

https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/FINAL-2023-24-Recommended-Budget-Presentation-041423.pdf
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-24-Recommended-Budget-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-24-Recommended-Budget-Charts.pdf
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-24-Recommended-Budget-Transmittal-Letter.pdf
mailto:pio@ceo.lacounty.gov
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BUDGET MESSAGE 

 The 2023-24 Recommended Budget totals $43.0 billion and includes 114,106 budgeted positions.  

 This Recommended Budget focuses on funding some of the County’s most urgent priorities by: 

 Mobilizing an emergency response to the humanitarian crisis of homelessness  

– $692.0 million to fund the County’s New Framework to combat homeless, including extensive 
investments in mental health outreach, supportive services, and a wide range of housing 
programs to increase the supply of affordable housing and move people off the streets and into 
safe living conditions. 

 Delivering on the County’s commitment to allocate a full 10% of its locally generated unrestricted 
revenues to direct community investments and alternatives to incarceration  

– $88.3 million, for a total ongoing investment of $288.3 million, for Year 3 of Care First and 
Community Investment (CFCI) projects and programs to address racial disparities in the 
justice system. 

 Advancing the Care First, Jails Last vision and improving mental health services and unacceptable 
conditions in the County's jails  

– $49.6 million for Integrated Correctional Health Services (ICHS) and the Sheriff’s Department to 
work toward meeting the terms of the US Department of Justice (DOJ) consent decree and 
Rutherford settlement with the support of the County’s new DOJ Compliance Officer. 

 Supporting Sheriff’s Department reforms, from addressing deputy gangs to providing more 
transparency  

– $6.6 million and 24 non-sworn positions for the Sheriff to establish the Office of 
Constitutional Policing to, among other things, oversee and monitor consent decrees and 
investigate deputy gang issues.  

 Other significant funding recommendations included this budget phase are the following: 

 $65.7 million in State CalWORKS funding to support the Stage One Child Care Program, which 
provides full-time childcare services to CalWORKS participants; 

 $60.2 million in Mental Health Services Act funding and 168 positions to expand mental health 
services, including 32 positions for the new Antelope Valley Children and Family Health Clinic 
focused on both children and families; 

 $51.6 million to pay for a $1/hour wage supplement for In-Home Supportive Services providers 
who aid older and/or disabled residents; 

 $20.0 million to the Department of Children and Family Services to make up for the loss of federal 
funding due to the expiration of the Title IV-E waiver;  

 $8.3 million to expand Upfront Family Finding services, which are designed to place children 
with relatives and family friends to improve outcomes; 

 $241.6 million in continued funding for environmental stewardship program for water 
conservation projects; and 

 $176.3 million in continued funding to enhance and expand access to County recreational 
sites. 

  

BUDGET FACTS  

2023-24 RECOMMENDED BUDGET 
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 

 This Recommended Budget reflects modest growth in some of locally generated revenues as well as 
increased sales tax revenues from the State and interest earnings, as follows: 

• $385.7 million in property tax revenue resulting from an approximate 5% increase to the 2023 tax 
assessment roll;  

• $26.1 million in Proposition 172 Public Safety sales tax revenues;  
• $6.7 million in local sales tax receipts; 
• $8.7 million in 1991 Realignment sales tax for social services; and  
• $101.5 in interest earnings revenue. 

 Our office is closely monitoring the latest economic data and remains vigilant to address any signs of 
an economic slowdown or increased risk of a recession. 

VULNERABILTIES ON THE HORIZON 

 As we move forward, the County faces sobering budget challenges and pressures, including: 

1. End of American Rescue Plan Act funding totaling $1.9 billion  

 With no other source of funding to replace this loss, important programs will not be sustainable; 

2. Overhaul of the Probation Department 

 Potential need for additional investments in staff, programs, and facilities; 

3. Retrofit of County buildings deemed seismically challenged 

 Funding needs will be determined upon completion of the ongoing assessment and 
prioritization of high-risk buildings and informed by a pending report back in response to a 
February 28, 2023 motion; and 

4. Work towards compliance with DOJ consent decree and jails settlement agreement 

 Additional resources will be required to retain and hire adequate staff to meet the terms of the 
US DOJ consent decree.  

 But perhaps the greatest fiscal challenge in recent history is the liability and settlement costs related 
to impending claims spurred by AB 218, also known as the Child Victims Act, which: 

• Extends the statute of limitations for reporting childhood sexual assault claims and opens a 
3-year window for victims of any age to file civil lawsuit claims through December 31, 2022; 

• Exposes the County to liability ranging from $1.6 billion to more than $3.0 billion from more 
than 3,000 claims alleging childhood sexual assault at various County and non-County 
facilities; and  

• Causes a profound effect on the County budget for decades to come. 

 While not yet enacted, two recently introduced bills, AB 452 and AB 1547, would further increase the 
County’s potential liability.  

 AB 452 would remove all time limitations for childhood sexual assault survivors to file 
lawsuits. 

 AB 1547 would allow claims arising out of assaults by an employee of either a juvenile 
probation camp or detention facility owned and operated by a county, or a youth facility 
owned and operated by the Division of Juvenile Justice to file their lawsuits in 2024. 
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SUMMARY OF 2023-24 RECOMMENDED BUDGET 
($ in Millions) 

 
 

 

 
 

    
 

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Change From %

Total Budget by Fund Budget Budget Budget Recommended Final Adopted Change 

Total General County 29,272$             29,882$             33,333$             33,099$             (234)$                 -0.7%

Special Funds/Special Districts 8,962                 9,442                 11,309               9,897                 (1,412)                -12.5%

Total Budget 38,234$             39,324$             44,642$             42,996$             (1,646)$              -3.7%

Budgeted Positions 110,195 111,038 113,592 114,106 514 0.5%

Major Budget Changes by Fund Net Change

General Fund/Hospital Enterprise

Additional Fund Balance (683)$                 

Dept'l Additional Fund Balance (334)                   

Carryover (17)                    

NCC Changes 850                    

Ministerial Changes (5)                      

Revenue Offset (45)                    

Subtotal General County (234)                   

Special Funds/Special Districts

Special Revenue Funds (655)                   

Capital Project Special Funds (61)                    

Special Districts (655)                   

Other Enterprise Funds (28)                    

Internal Services Fund 7                       

Agency Fund (20)                    

Subtotal Special Funds/Districts (1,412)                

Total County Change (1,646)$              

Position Change by Department Net Change
Mental Health 195

Health Services 86

Children and Family Services 70

Fire 60

Justice, Care and Opportunity 45

Sheriff 39

Aging and Disabilities 20

Public Health 19

County Counsel 18

Internal Services 12

Economic Opportunity 5

Beaches and Harbors 4

Chief Executive Office 4

Human Resources 3

Board of Supervisors 2

Military and Veterans Affairs 2

Auditor-Controller 1

District Attorney 1

Museum of Natural History (1)

Assessor (3)

LA County Library (3)

Treasurer and Tax Collector (4)

Museum of Art (7)

Alternate Public Defender (17)

Public Defender (37)

514
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2023 Public Comment Schedule 
Health and Mental Health Services (HMHS) Cluster (aka Health Deputies Meetings) and Board of 

Supervisors’ (BOS) Meetings (version 2 5.19.23) 
 

HMHS Cluster Meetings BOS Meetings  
• https://ceo.lacounty.gov/agendas/ 
• Meets every Weds @ 11:30 AM 
• Check website for meeting cancellations 

and time changes. 
• Public Comments Volunteers (need 

commissioner names):  

• https://bos.lacounty.gov/board-meeting-
agendas 

• Meets every Tuesday @ 9:30AM 
• Check website for meeting cancellations 

and time changes. 
• Public Comments Volunteers (need 

commissioner names): 
 

Key Asks: 

Confront the worsening STD Crisis 

• Los Angeles County is in the midst of an ongoing STD crisis that has seen rates of syphilis and 
congenital syphilis skyrocketing since 2018. The Commission calls for sustained investments in 
STD-related public health infrastructure and comprehensive sexual and reproductive health 
services.   

• Support the Division of HIV and STD Program’s appeal to fund unmet need for an effective STD 
response in the amount of $19.25 million.   Divestment of funds from incarceration-related 
activities to STD, mental health, substance use and other public health programs would help 
stem the STD crisis.  

Increase the Pace of Local Efforts to End the HIV Epidemic (EHE) 

• The Commission calls for all County Departments to support the local Ending the HIV Epidemic 
goals.  With the end of HIV within reach, we must increase our pace and run to meet our 2025 
EHE targets. The Commission advocates for more HIV prevention efforts focused on youth, 
Latinx men who have sex with men (MSM), Black/African American MSM, transgender persons, 
cisgender women of color, persons who inject drugs (PWID), people under the age of 30, and 
people living with HIV who are 50 years age or older. 

• Direct County-contracted substance use and mental health providers to integrate HIV testing as 
part of their deliverables. 

• Direct all County Departments to promote HIV testing and HIV awareness annually during World 
AIDS Day. 

Eliminate Poverty and Systemic and Structural Racism to End HIV 

• Establish a Board-supported health equity strategy across all County departments to address 
social determinants of health such as: implicit bias; access to care; education; social stigma, (i.e., 
homophobia, transphobia, and misogyny); housing; mental health; substance abuse; 
income/wealth gaps; as well as criminalization.  

 

 

https://ceo.lacounty.gov/agendas/
https://bos.lacounty.gov/board-meeting-agendas
https://bos.lacounty.gov/board-meeting-agendas
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Decriminalization of HIV 
 

• Act on the recommendations from the Alternatives to Incarceration Workgroup and invest in 
under-resourced communities. Funding that goes towards incarceration are causative and 
exacerbating the rates of STI’s and HIV infection in Los Angeles Count. It is imperative that the 
BOS actively divest funds away from systems of incarceration and move swiftly on their decision 
to close Men’s Central Jail and divest funds away from sheriffs/jails to systems of care.   

• Based on previous 2-3 years, the BOS have not done what they’ve promised and instead have 
continued to increase funding for systems of incarceration that are exacerbating the HIV/STI 
crisis and undermining our efforts to prevent them. 

• “Beyond the direct association of incarceration and poor health outcomes among PLWH, we 
also recognize incarceration as a force in LA and across the country, that destabilizes 
communities, disrupts family relationships, and magnifies the accumulation of health and social 
disadvantage for already marginalized populations.” (from LA County Integrated HIV Prevention 
and Care Plan 2022-2026).   

• “Incarceration increases the likelihood of homelessness, and vice versa. In Los Angeles County, 
this has resulted in jails providing default housing and services to unhoused individuals who 
struggle with mental health issues and substance use disorders.” (From RAND Aug 16, 
2022https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA1758-1.html) 

• "The relationship between carceral and community health is bidirectional. High rates of STIs in 
correctional settings are driven by disparities in social determinants of health among those 
entering institutions, who are disproportionately black and Indigenous compared with the 
overall US population. The same populations affected by the incarceration epidemic are 
disproportionally affected by STIs. In addition to structural racism, social determinants affecting 
the sexual health of populations moving through the criminal justice system include 
intergenerational poverty, which is associated with poorer health outcomes." (From Clinical 
Infectious Diseases August 15, 2022) 
  

• "A study in the Los Angeles County women’s jail showed the likelihood of primary, secondary 
and early latent syphilis rose with increasing age. A second study in California showed that a 
substantial portion (13%) of pregnant women who gave birth to an infant with congenital 
syphilis had been incarcerated." https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9989347/ 
 

• "Of 356 adult cisgender men and transgender women living with HIV in Los Angeles County jail, 
adjusting for sociodemographics, HIV-related stigma, and social support, higher life chaos was 
associated with greater likelihood of diagnosis while incarcerated, lower likelihood of 
engagement in care, and lower adherence." 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9989347/ 

 
• “Jail and prison inmates face a high risk of infectious disease. Inmates experience a 

disproportionate burden of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), including 4 to 5 times the 
prevalence of HIV than that observed in the general population. HIV infection also is elevated 
among individuals whose recent sex partners have been incarcerated.”  
 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3093283/#:~:text=Inmates%20experience%2

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rand.org%2Fpubs%2Fresearch_briefs%2FRBA1758-1.html&data=05%7C01%7CCBarrit%40lachiv.org%7C6f5817ba10064603b49f08db56f82c2d%7C7faea7986ad04fc9b068fcbcaed341f6%7C0%7C0%7C638199396152906692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pLJkaiN3yyrlocly%2F4LwM2YMsjmfO3EvNdXmVCdw6q4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC9989347%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCBarrit%40lachiv.org%7C6f5817ba10064603b49f08db56f82c2d%7C7faea7986ad04fc9b068fcbcaed341f6%7C0%7C0%7C638199396153062903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fGz2Z0qJX8rhDb1njZbbTXK8pova6cJyqtJ98c1VmyY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpmc%2Farticles%2FPMC9989347%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCBarrit%40lachiv.org%7C6f5817ba10064603b49f08db56f82c2d%7C7faea7986ad04fc9b068fcbcaed341f6%7C0%7C0%7C638199396153062903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fGz2Z0qJX8rhDb1njZbbTXK8pova6cJyqtJ98c1VmyY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3093283/#:%7E:text=Inmates%20experience%20a%20disproportionate%20burden,observed%20in%20the%20general%20population.&text=HIV%20infection%20also%20is%20elevated,sex%20partners%20have%20been%20incarcerated


S:\2023 Calendar Year - Meetings\Committees\Public Policy Committee\6. June\Packet\2023_Health Deps_BOS 
PublicCommentSchedule-Ver2.doc 

0a%20disproportionate%20burden,observed%20in%20the%20general%20population.&text=HIV
%20infection%20also%20is%20elevated,sex%20partners%20have%20been%20incarcerated; 
American Journal of Public Health June 2011)  

• Of the recommended 2023-24 $43 billion LAC budget, $288 Million is going toward “alternatives 
to incarceration” (ATI) which means < 1% (0.7%) of the overall budget is going towards ATI. The 
Sheriff’s Department’s budget rose to $3.99 billion. This is up from the $3.6B they received 
2022/2023 which was up from $3.4B from the 2021/2022 budget.  In total, the Sheriffs and jails 
have received over $500,000,000 increase in their budget.  This increase alone is nearly double 
the total money dedicated to ATI.  If we take into account the >$1B going toward the 
department of probation, it is even more dramatic.  

Continue the Movement Towards a More Inclusive Data Collection and Reporting  

• Despite numerous national, state, and local efforts to improve STD/HIV/AIDS surveillance and 
epidemiology, there continues to be significant gaps in the collection, reporting, and 
dissemination of data related to transgender and non-binary individuals and youth born with 
HIV.   

• For instance, there is a dearth of specific data for transmasculine men and youth born with HIV 
which presents an imperfect picture of their health needs and missed opportunity to design 
tailored programs.  The Commission supports the County’s effort to expand and standardize 
gender identify data collection across departments and programs.  

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3093283/#:%7E:text=Inmates%20experience%20a%20disproportionate%20burden,observed%20in%20the%20general%20population.&text=HIV%20infection%20also%20is%20elevated,sex%20partners%20have%20been%20incarcerated
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3093283/#:%7E:text=Inmates%20experience%20a%20disproportionate%20burden,observed%20in%20the%20general%20population.&text=HIV%20infection%20also%20is%20elevated,sex%20partners%20have%20been%20incarcerated


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023-24 Recommended Budget and Support for Funding to Curb the STD Epidemic 
 
 
May 15, 2023 
 
Honorable Supervisor Janice Hahn, Chair, Fourth District 
Honorable Hilda L. Solis, First District 
Honorable Holly J. Mitchell, Second District 
Honorable Supervisor Honorable Lindsey Horvath, Third District  
Honorable Supervisor Honorable Kathryn Barger, Fifth District 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
 
Dear Supervisors:  
 

The Commission on HIV calls for sustained investments in STD-related public health infrastructure and comprehensive sexual         and 
reproductive health services.  Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) continue to rise in Los Angeles County. In 2019, there were a total 
of 98,427 cases of STDs reported to the LAC Department of Public Health. The majority of reported cases (66%) were chlamydia 
followed by gonorrhea (25%) and syphilis (9%). Sixty five percent of the syphilis cases were early syphilis.  
 
In 2019, the number of congenital syphilis cases continued to rise (N=88) with an increase of 60% since 2018. Since 2012, the number 
of reported congenital syphilis cases has increased over 1,300%. Latinx (57%) females represented the majority of mothers of infants 
with congenital syphilis. 
 
In a memo (dated February 7, 2023) from the Department of Public Health (DPH), the Department noted “due to the resource gaps, 
several areas of unmet need tied to local STD control efforts persist and can be grouped across four main areas: Surveillance, Disease 
Control, Communications, and Resource Coordination. With adequate funding, Public Health could better support and enhance local 
STD control efforts.”  The Commission on HIV supports DPH’s appeal for $19.25 million to close the gap in unmet funding 
needed to respond the County’s STD crisis. We urge you to do the same. 
 
We must act now to prevent the STD crisis from getting worse. Our concern has only grown as the COVID-19 pandemic 
exacerbated gaps in an already overstressed public health system that was not prepared for the pandemic. With the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, HIV and STD testing and treatment rates sharply declined while new transmissions continued. Particularly 
concerning, some of the same communities disproportionately impacted by STDs, including men who have sex with men (MSM), 
transgender individuals, women of color, and youth, have also been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19, exacerbating existing 
health and social inequities. 
 
Thank you for your time and we implore you to help us respond to the STD crises with the same energy, attention and resources as we 
have put on combatting the COVID pandemic.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Bridget Gordon Luckie Alexander Fuller 

Bridget Gordon, Co-Chair Luckie Alexander Fuller, Co-Chair 
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MOTION BY SUPERVISORS HILDA L. SOLIS AND LINDSEY HORVATH June 6, 2023 

Care With Pride: Supporting Gender Affirming Health Care, Mental Health 

Services, and Care Management for LGBTQ+ Residents, Including Transgender, 

Gender Nonconforming, and Intersex (TGI) People 

 June is Pride Month, celebrating Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 

Queer (LGBTQ+) residents, commemorating the 1969 Stonewall Uprising in Manhattan. 

Each June, people around the country work to achieve equal justice and opportunity for 

LGBTQ+ Americans. Unfortunately, this year’s pride month occurs during a national 

backdrop in which discriminatory policies targeting LGBTQ+ people are being passed 

around the country. Just in the first five months of 2023, over 500 anti-LGBTQ+ bills 

were considered in a majority of states across the country, ranging from censoring 

materials in schools to banning transgender student athletes from participating in sports 

matching their gender identity. This also includes healthcare, where doctors and 

families are being criminalized for supporting young people trying to access gender-

affirming care. 

 Not only does Los Angeles County reject these policy proposals, but it is also 



  

committed to being a model of providing the care and resources needed to support 

LGBTQ+ residents, including youth. According to studies, 5.1% of County residents, 

representing over half a million people, identify as LGBT. As legislation elsewhere 

passes preventing access to medically necessary interventions for Transgender, 

Gender nonconforming, and Intersex (TGI) people, the County supports the rights of 

TGI people to access County services in a way that is affirming and welcoming of their 

identities. The County is committed to ensuring TGI people have safe access to 

necessary medical, mental health, and care coordination services throughout its 

departments.  

This is especially important as studies show that LGBTQ+ residents are more 

likely to experience the social, medical, economic, and mental health consequences of 

discrimination, family rejection, and trauma. This results in an overrepresentation of 

LGBTQ+ depending on County departments for safety net services. A 2014 study noted 

that LGBTQ+ youth make up 19% of youth in the County’s foster care system and 40% 

of youth experiencing homelessness.  

In June of 2021, the Board of Supervisors unanimously passed the first Care with 

Pride motion, instructing the Department of Health Services (DHS) to work with the 

Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and community-based 

organizations to expand competent, affirming healthcare models, and to assess current 

protocols regarding gender-affirming care, soliciting feedback with community for steps 

the County should take to improve care coordination. In June of 2022, the Board of 

Supervisors unanimously passed the second Care with Pride motion, expanding on 

these efforts to create a Gender Health Program (GHP) within DHS, to standardize and 



  

strengthen LGBTQ+ services for DHS-empaneled patients, and to work with DCFS and 

the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to ensure mental health and child welfare 

partners were core components of this program. This program now serves as a valuable 

linkage point for comprehensive gender-affirming services that include medical care, 

mental health care, and care coordination. The current population of TGI patients 

served by DHS has grown to more than 800 individuals who have received more than 

2,800 visits related to gender-affirming services.  

The GHP is a successful partnership amongst DHS, DMH, and DCFS, each with 

distinct roles related to gender-affirming services (medical, surgical, mental health, and 

care coordination). These roles and responsibilities were solidified at a countywide 

Gender Health Coalition retreat in April of 2023. The retreat highlighted concrete 

achievements, including identification of staff at DHS, DMH, and DCFS who have 

responsibilities specifically related to gender-affirming care, the addition of appropriate 

gender-affirming medications to the DHS formulary, and updates to the “banner bar” in 

the DHS electronic health record to permit inclusion of a patient’s preferred pronouns. 

The team also identified areas for ongoing efforts, including enhanced access to data 

related to identification of need and delivery of services, further efforts to support 

coordination across departments, alignment of clinical care with the most current 

expected practices as outlined in the recently released World Professional Association 

for Transgender Health’s (WPATH) Standards of Care 8 (SOC 8), enhanced staff 

education in gender-affirming services, and improved information for the public 

regarding gender-affirming services available through the County. Additionally, within 

DHS, the Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Antiracism (EDIA) Initiative plays a critical role 



in this work, as it directly supports the advancement of TGI and gender-affirming 

initiatives throughout DHS. 

This Pride Month, the County reaffirms its commitment to providing gender-

affirming and inclusive care. County departments must continue expanding and 

enhancing services for TGI residents to ensure safe, affirming, and appropriate access 

to County medical care, mental health care and care coordination services, to stand in 

firm contrast and direct opposition to hateful policies being implemented elsewhere in 

the country. 

WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors instruct the 

Department of Health Services, Department of Mental Health, Department of Children 

and Family Services, Department of Public Health, and the Chief Executive Office 

Anti-Racism, Diversity, and Inclusion Initiative, in collaboration with the Los Angeles 

County Commission on Human Relations, to report back in 90 days on the progress of 

the Gender Health Program and include: 

a. Data and reporting issues;

b. The status of clinical standards of the Gender Health Program;

c. Feasibility of developing and offering educational webinars in gender-affirming

care to DHS, DMH, DPH, and DCFS front-line workforce members;

d. Considerations for clinical and administrative staff needed to ensure the

continued success of the program as it grows to serve more residents;

e. Develop a communications and outreach strategy, including the use of

traditional and local media, social media, community-based organizations, and

community partners, to raise awareness to community of the Gender Health



  

Program; and 

f. A plan to create a public-facing County website offering resources and referral 

links to gender-affirming health care services within County departments, 

including recommendations on the location of the website to maximize access 

for this target population. This should include a plan for creating and 

maintaining the website with an identified website owner for creation and 

maintenance to continue elevating this patient service.  

I FURTHER MOVE that Department of Health Services report back in 30 days on 

the status of adding staff for its Equity Diversity Inclusion and Antiracism (EDIA) 

initiative, including the status of hiring onto existing items added previously to DHS’ 

budget to focus on EDIA work as well as a description and status of EDIA budget 

requests submitted for consideration as part of the 2023-2024 budget cycle. 

#          #          # 

SUP:HLS:ac 
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