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Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America was announced in 
2019 with implementation beginning in 2020



Collective action is necessary to 
achieve the national goal
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Ending the HIV Epidemic Initiative Geographic Locations 
https://www.hrsa.gov/ending-hiv-epidemic



Transitioning from the LA County HIV/AIDS Strategy to Ending the HIV Epidemic

Key Dates

• Nov. 2017: LA County HIV/AIDS 
Strategy released 

• Feb. 2019: Ending the HIV Epidemic 
(EHE) announced

• 2019 – 2020: One-year EHE planning 
grant

• 2020: HRSA and CDC grants awarded 
to LAC

• Dec. 2020: Final EHE Plan due
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Four key pillars were identified as part of Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative

Key Strategies. https://www.hrsa.gov/ending-hiv-epidemic 5



How will we end the HIV epidemic in Los Angeles County?
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EHE in LA County
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Priority populations: Black/African American MSM, Latinx MSM, women of color, PWID, 
people of trans experience, youth under age 30

EHE in LA County



Why?

• Early diagnosis is a crucial first step to achieving good 
health outcomes and reduce transmission.

• Disparities exist among race, gender, age with regard to 
HIV rates and awareness of status.

• 6,400 people in LA County were unaware of their status 
at the end of 2017. 1,700 new transmissions per year.
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Strategies

• Increase routine opt out HIV testing in healthcare and 
other settings, including emergency departments, STD 
screenings, syringe service programs.

• Increase HIV testing programs in non-healthcare 
settings including home/self testing.

• Increase yearly re-screening for clients at elevated risk 
for HIV through technology/automated systems.



Why?

• Linking people to medical care days within diagnosis 
ensures optimal treatment and reduces transmission.

• Low levels of linkage to care exist across multiple 
populations.

• Individuals who maintain viral suppression cannot transmit 
HIV to others.
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Strategies

• Ensure rapid linkage to care for newly diagnosed people

• Support re-engagement and retention in care

• Expand promotion of Ryan White Program medical and 
supportive services

• Improve client experience by working with clinical staff

• Increase opportunities for telehealth

• Develop emergency financial assistance program

• Explore contingency management pilot program



Why?

• PrEP is highly effective in preventing HIV when taken as 
prescribed. 72,700 people would benefit from PrEP in the 
County demonstrating need for uptake.

• Financial coverage is available for PrEP at no cost.

• SSPs are effective, comprehensive approach to HIV 
prevention for people who inject drugs. Nearly 30 years of 
research has proven SSPs are a safe, effective, cost-saving 
intervention that does not contribute to illegal drug use or 
crime.

Strategies

• Utilize data to better identify persons with indication for 
PrEP and link to services.

• Expand PrEP access, including telehealth and pharmacies.

• Improve PrEP retention in care through provider and 
consumer communication.

• Expand Syringe Services Programs.
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Why?

• Identify individuals who need enhanced services

• Detect and rapidly respond to early clusters or 
outbreaks of HIV in the community. 

Strategies

• Develop a plan to increase capacity for cluster 
outbreak detection and response including 
protocol development and trainings.

• Ensure people newly diagnosed are interviewed 
through Partner Services and close partners are 
identified and offered services in a timely and 
effective manner.

• Continue to build surveillance infrastructure at 
the public health department.
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Get involved!

• Spread the word about the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative

• Continue to educate yourself and others about HIV, the importance of testing, 
PrEP, and U=U
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Activities Your Role
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EHE Infographic – LA County
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EHE Infographic, page 2



EHE Plan Executive Summary
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Get the Executive Summary here: 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/Reports/HIV/EHE-Plan-ExecutiveSummary2021.pdf

Full EHE Plan can be accessed here: www.LACounty.HIV

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/Reports/HIV/EHE-Plan-ExecutiveSummary2021.pdf
http://www.lacounty.hiv/


Immediate Next Steps
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1. Sign up for the EHE listserv. Email EHEInitiative@ph.lacounty.gov

2. Let people know they can order FREE HIV self-test kits through 
Take Me Home. https://takemehome.org/

3. Share U=U resources
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/U=U_Provider_Kit.htm

4. Register for the listening session with HRSA
https://hrsa-gov.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItf-
yhqzsjHRWCF0TAhdB5noXnk_ZFDOQ

mailto:EHEInitiative@ph.lacounty.gov
https://takemehome.org/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/U=U_Provider_Kit.htm
https://hrsa-gov.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItf-yhqzsjHRWCF0TAhdB5noXnk_ZFDOQ
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5. Promote Ryan White Services. Mental health fact sheet  
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/You/MentalHeal
thFactsheet_FINAL_ENGLISH.pdf

6. Share about the Emergency Financial Assistance 
Program.

Next Steps, continued

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/You/MentalHealthFactsheet_FINAL_ENGLISH.pdf


Additional Resources

• Stay tuned for  LA County EHE updates 
on www.LACounty.HIV

• For HIV, STD, and sexual health info and 
resources in LA County visit and share 
www.GetProtectedLA.com

• Visit AHEAD dashboard for data across 
all EHE jurisdictions
https://ahead.hiv.gov/

• Continue to attend Los Angeles County 
Commission on HIV meetings and/or 
apply to be a Commissioner
http://hiv.lacounty.gov/
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http://www.lacounty.hiv/
http://www.getprotectedla.com/
https://ahead.hiv.gov/
http://hiv.lacounty.gov/


Julie Tolentino 

Division of HIV and STD Programs

Email  jtolentino@ph.lacounty.gov

Website  www.LACounty.HIV
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https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/ending-the-hiv-epidemic/overview
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