
gitan 
djeli

unrest  
in the  
nebulae



unrest 

in the 

nebulae 

https://dukeupress.edu/unrest-in-the-nebulae?utm_source=intro&utm_medium=title%20page&utm_campaign=pdf-intros-jan26


Duke University Press  

Durham and London 2026



© 2026 Duke University Press
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper ∞
Project Editor: Bird Williams
Designed by Dave Rainey
Typeset in Untitled Serif and Malaga by Copperline  
Book Services

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Djeli, Gitan, [date] author
Title: unrest in the nebulae / Gitan Djeli.
Other titles: Writing matters! (Duke University Press)
Description: Durham : Duke University Press, 2026. |  
Series: Writing matters!
Identifiers: lccn 2025028060 (print)
lccn 2025028061 (ebook)
isbn 9781478038504 paperback
isbn 9781478033608 hardcover
isbn 9781478062103 ebook
Subjects: lcsh: Imperialism—Poetry | Slavery in literature—
Poetry | lcgft: Poetry | Prose poems
Classification: lcc pr9408.m273 d54 2026 (print) |  
lcc pr9408.m273 (ebook) | ddc 821/.914—dc23/eng 
/20251208
lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025028060
lc ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025028061

Cover art and interior illustrations: Dipa Mahbuba Yasmin



contents

shaping ground together  vii

 ~apr. six  1  lands of the unwinged biped  3  rårå  4  iel.and  5  wrapped in 
a cloud  6  mountains on seas  7  usulu: planet in emakhuwa  8  cosmic blue 
february twenty-nine  9  ground  10  pause  11  makook eit  12  tītī  13  the 
captive boy and the unwinged biped  14  kasuari/casuarina  15  lexotik  16  
nautical twilight  17  hide manumè‘a hide  18  pijin  19  mo zwazo rouz  20  
membered  21  stay  22

  ~homo narrans  23  language as spirit-tongue  25  story of words in 
sound  26  kreol li son avan langaz non  27  unrest one  28  rise of 
tongue  29  arbre:pye  30  six eight  31  lalang twist  32  sonic  33  creation 
sounds  34  ore oru oorile  35  unrest two  36  the unspirited  37  unrest 
three  38  coralground  39  unrest four  40  sonotopological shift  41  unread  42  
ice pick stars  43

smothering island 44  bone-deep lineage 45  cell nephology 46  
moonlines 47  mitochondria of wounds 48 the disorientation of  
punctuation  49  rapture  50  allodynia  51  karmic a long interval  52  curved 
horizon  54  djinn  55  blade  56  of drips and saltskies  57  unsafe sands  58  
punctured stars  59

unmake 60 kreoling the nebula 61 restart 62  riri 63  vertigo 64 
skylore  65  rivers of words  66  petal  67  holding onto  68  kreoling love  69  
red spirit october seven  70  seasonal tides  71  the logic of the arc  72  
un-embalm  73  before flight  74  return to silver shores  75

travelling worlds  77 

imagine otherwise with  78

~

~



shaping ground together

gratitude to writers and poets who craft 
oceanspheres of understanding one can rest in 
and absorb the magnitude

i hope the lines reach you like they arrived 
in waves in urgency in moments of clarity in 
times when everything collapses

this murmuration of poems was written through 
the lens of an oceanic historymaking and a 
visualsonic archive of the kreol oceanlands in 
Ziwa Kuu the deep waters—disnamed indian 
ocean by coloniser-enslavers 

unrest in the nebulae slow reads the everyday 
geography of history—marked by post-1492 
extractive logics of colonisation it draws from 
anticolonial writings Black study queer loving 
and from

stories in tongues of ancestors from lands continents stories that do not 
discover voyage arrive and settle

the book of poetic utterances as method 
experiments with the materiality of an 
atmospheric worldmaking plausible living 
through the wounds of this human epoch it halts 
genocidal narratives of exploration conquering 
possession ownership and weaves in a cosmo- 
geological historiography

it attempts to disrupt the vocabulary and 
grammar of war and economy that characterise 
narratives of nationalist history writing



the nebulae situate five hundred years of unrest 
exploitative colonisation ecocide extinction 
militarisation and deportation slavery indenture 
negotiated nationhood postcolonial plantation 
structures and apologist histories

a collection in conversation with a lineage of 
Caribbean poetics and philosophy from Kamau 
Brathwaite to Sylvia Wynter it underlines the 
afterlives of slavery with postindependence 
prison institutions from another sea it unrests 
with languaging as a possible process of 
performing the future of abolition on the page

the nebulae also radiate a certain opacity and 
tenderness of voice to create space for repair— 
tending to our frequency restoring broken 
histories holding safe moments from 
generational hurt geographies of harm 
surveillance profiling and policing structures of 
distress

it is guided by and guides towards the sonic 
resonance of a reciprocal rhythm a kreol call-and-
response poetics and sea shanties to situate rituals 
flows occurrences and practices

most tenderly it is a wave of prose poems about 
tongues and songs and conversations on 
archipelagoes of lands and peaks that witness life 
and living through the catastrophe of our times




