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to my dad—so much of what is written here is a prolonged conver-
sation with him; and to maya and noa, whom i have moved away from 
home, but for whom i’m trying, endlessly, to build another
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Preface

I think Israelis should be aware that their presence in many places in the country 
entails the loss of a Palestinian family, the demolition of a house, the destruction of a 
village. . . . ​Many Israelis resist this because they think the consequence would be to 
leave. Not at all. . . . ​The last thing I want to do is to perpetuate this process by which 
one distortion leads to another. I have a horror of that. I saw it happen too many 
times. I don’t want to see more people leave.—edward w. said

“The Nakba is the history of anyone living on this land and/or anyone who 
cherishes it,” states Eitan Bronstein Aparicio, director of the organization  
Zochrot and founder of De-Colonizer. And yet, it seems that making it, in-
deed, part of his own history is a strugg le for Bronstein Aparicio—a strugg le 
that manifests itself as a movement between two poles: On the one hand, 
Bronstein Aparicio is part of an ongoing endeavor to make the Palestinian 
Nakba visible and legible to the Jewish Israeli public. On the other hand, 
he reports grappling with the risk of colonizing Palestinian memory itself 
in and through this endeavor. As a result, he states, he can “never feel at 
home.”1 Throughout this book we shall reencounter this sentiment: a sense 
of Jewish Israeli home that becomes impossible, or at least unstable, when 
home is entwined with the present or past of the Palestinian disaster. Yet we 

Epigraph: Edward W. Said, “Interview with Ari Shavit,” Ha’aretz, August 18, 2000, republished in 
Power, Politics, and Culture: Interviews with Edward W. Said, by Edward W. Said, ed. Gauri Viswana-
than (New York: Vintage Books, 2001). An English version can also be found at “Edward Said In-
terviewed by Ari Shavit for Ha’aretz,” MiddleEast​.org, August 26, 2000, http://www​.middleeast​
.org​/archives​/8​-00​-31​.htm.

	 1	 Eitan Bronstein Aparicio, “Finding Home in a New Memory: A Journey to the Golan,” +972 
magazin, June  4, 2016, https://972mag​.com​/finding​-home​-in​-a​-new​-memory​-a​-journey​-to​-the​
-golan​/119816#​_ftnref1.
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	 2	 Bronstein Aparicio, “Finding Home.”

shall find that just as prevalent is a sound sense of home that emerges despite, 
besides, and even through this disaster. The negotiations of a sense of belong-
ing against the reality of this disaster give rise to the type of “self ” this book 
seeks to identify. For the sake of brevity, I call it “the colonizing self.”

In narrating his strugg le, which so accurately captures the impasses of 
many activists working to undo the evils their own societies generate, Bron-
stein Aparicio takes us to the ruins of his wife’s village, Mansura. Situated in 
the Golan Heights, Mansura is a Syrian village that was demolished in 1967. 
With his wife’s family and others, Bronstein Aparicio returned to this site of 
destruction to tell the stories of the ruined village and to rebuild it—if only 
very partially—as a symbolic gesture. It is through this project, he writes, that 
he was finally able to construct his own sense of home. Through this experi-
ence, “it became clear to me that the story of Mansura had become my own—
not exclusively mine but also my own.”2 In Bronstein Aparicio’s description, 
the story of expulsion, expropriation, and demolition became “his own” when 
he participated in reconstructing both the oral history and the concrete space 
of the village; it is therefore “his” story as a storyteller, or as a participant in 
reconstructing both stories and traces. But what Bronstein Aparicio recognizes, 
and yet refuses to assert, is that the stories of the ruins were always also his 
stories; not as stories he comes to inhabit through Palestinian narratives or 
through his own embodied effort to create counternarratives, but as stories 
he inhabits through Israeli narratives and embodied projects that were always 
part of the Israeli project of settling the land. These stories were his own as the 
agent of these homes’ destruction, rather than as the agent of their reconstruc-
tion and narration.

Akin to the Palestinian memories, these stories of settlement are passed 
on through generations (from my grandparents’ generation, which was 
directly involved in the Nakba, to us, who still live in its aftermath and 
keep generating other catastrophes); and akin to the Palestinian memo-
ries, they come to shape Israeli identity. Yet they are often told differently, 
through gaps and silences that nonetheless carry with them acts of ruin-
ation. Stories of triumphs alongside stories of wartime anxiety and a fear of 
war that so many of us grew up with—that so many of us inhabit directly, 
having lived through wars and violence of various kinds—are inlaid with 
the physical remnants of Palestinian destruction. To recognize ourselves in 
these stories is to refuse a gap between “the state” and its people, between 
what “it” has done and who “we” are. For Bronstein Aparicio, or for me and 
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many others, it is to refuse a gap between the Left in Israel and Israeli vio
lence, between some progressive “us” and all those forces standing between 
“us” and “peace.” This refusal is not an act of erasing those distinctions; 
it is a form of taking responsibility—for what we have done, or for what 
was and is done in our name, or for all the destruction and violence whose 
fruits we still enjoy. This sense of responsibility can then become a first 
step toward reconstituting these distinctions in a way that is more politi
cally productive.

I recall trips with my father along an abandoned railway to the ruins of 
Na’ane, which was close to the kibbutz where he was born and where my grand-
parents still lived. I recall bathing on hot summer days in a pool in the Golan 
Heights that was built by the Syrian army for its officers. We knew it was called 
“the officers’ pool,” we always passed through the traces of war on our way to it, 
and yet this was “our” pool, a site of beauty amid fig trees, whose freezing water 
became our challenge—who would be brave enough to jump? My childhood 
memories, my home, cannot be detached from the violence of 1948 and 1967. 
When I miss my home, this is part of what I miss. In this regard, my point here 
and one of the main arguments of this book is that the construction of Jewish 
attachment to the landscape of Israel, the establishment of belonging to the 
land, the founding of home as well as homeland, includes a certain longing for 
and belonging to a past violence that becomes integral to Israelis’ self-identity. 
It is this identity I seek to understand here.

Many Israelis who write about the occupation or the wider colonial facets of 
Israel’s control over Palestinians—including myself—often focus on the mech-
anisms and technologies of power and domination, the structure of the law, 
or the logics of violence and governance. I seek here to turn the gaze toward 
the subject positions within the wider networks of occupation and settlement: 
the settler or colonizing self. How, then, can a critique be formulated when 
its material conditions are the object of critique? One can criticize one’s state, 
to be sure—its violence, its wars. But how can one question the legitimacy of 
their own home; how can one point to the wrongs that are embedded in the 
very nature of their political existence? What would it mean for a Jewish Israeli 
to not simply write against “the occupation,” but to recognize that her home 
is historically conditioned on the destruction of Palestinians’ homes; that her 
attachment to this place is founded on a history—not such a distant history—
of violence and is conditioned, at least to some extent, on the perpetuation 
of this violence? (And since Israel has become a paradigm of a certain kind of 
leftist critique, it is worth noting that the primary difference between Israel 
and other settler colonies such as the United States or Australia in this regard 
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	 3	 Manu Samnotra, “ ‘Poor in World’: Hannah Arendt’s Critique of Imperialism,” Contemporary 
Political Theory 18, no. 4 (2018): 562–82.

is temporal density). Once we move to engage in such a critique, there is no 
more separation between the “I” who writes and her object of critique, that is, 
the state and its doings: military and police violence, planning policies, legal 
discrimination. The I itself becomes the object of critique and her voice—the 
place from which she speaks, her language, the dialogues available to her—can 
no longer pretend to assume a position that is simply and clearly oppositional 
to injustice. From this perspective, this book was impossible to write, an act of 
hitting an ethical and political wall wherever I turned. It is a book about these 
impasses.

Ultimately, at stake here is not the possibility to settle this mode of being-
at-an-impasse, but to find ways of presence in the land (Israel in my case) that 
fracture and then undo it. I am not interested, in other words, in lamenting the 
tragedy of this subject position, but in offering a critique of this form of sub-
jectivity. And yet to understand the mechanisms by which the colonizing self 
can be decolonized and a territory—a home—can be inhabited in noncolonial 
ways despite a history of colonization, we first need to understand what Manu 
Samnotra refers to as “the objective conditions of colonialism.”3 In particular, 
we need to understand the mechanism of the colonizing self ’s entrenchment 
in both space and senses of justice. This is the main object of the book.
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Introduction
Home

This is a story of ruination at the foundation of a new political system.
—Yael Navaro-Yashin

Indeed, the house is often made to stand for “the conflict” insofar as it represents the 
tangible losses and gains that resulted.  —Rebecca Bryant

I suppose part of my critique of Zionism is that it attaches too much importance 
to home. Saying, we need a home. And we will do anything to get a home, even if it 
means making others homeless.  —edward w. said

This is a book about homes that were formed in and through violence; about 
homes that themselves become tools of destruction and expulsion; and about 
lives and selves whose very being is a form of injury. “A space of belonging and 
alienation, intimacy and violence, desire and fear,” as Alison Blunt and Ann 
Varley put it,1 which is “fundamental to being,”2 home functions for me here as 
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	 3	 Amahl Bishara, “House and Homeland: Examining Sentiments about and Claims to Jerusa-
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geographies, and the various forms through which they are (re)created at a time of crisis—see 
Arjun Appadurai, “Spectral Housing and Urban Cleansing: Notes on Millennial Mumbai,” Pub-
lic Culture 12, no. 3 (fall 2000): 627–51.

	 5	 Bishara, “House and Homeland,” 144.
	 6	 Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition, 2nd  ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1998).

a concrete site, but also a placeholder, a metaphor, for thinking identities (col-
lective and individual) that emerge through violence. Most explicitly, home 
is a site that ties the self to the nation, for which it often serves as “an uneasy 
metaphor.”3

This book, then, looks at the systems of injury that have founded the system 
of property (from which enclosure, imperialism, slavery, or gentrification can-
not be cleansed away) and are thus embedded into the concept of home if we 
think of any industrial, capitalist society.4 It looks at the violence intertwined 
with the intimacies of love and sexual desire, which is thus embedded into the 
concept of home if we think of kinship. But above all, it looks at settler colo-
nies, wherein the construction of one’s home, and ultimately one’s (national) 
identity, is the destruction of another’s. In this context, this book’s main test 
case is Israel/Palestine, where, indeed, the territorial strugg le involved in the 
formation of homeland often took—still takes—place through various strug
gles around houses.5

My linguistic points of departure are Hebrew and Arabic, in which home 
and house (affect and architecture, belonging and territory) are merged. 
This linguistic point of departure, as well as the location from which I 
write, allow a linguistic slide between several words: home, household, house, 
domestic, domos, and oikos. If Hannah Arendt is correct, these words do not 
merely have different meanings and do not merely represent different po
litical systems; they actually organize and shape different political orders.6 
And yet, the Hebrew word ba’it encapsulates this array of meanings. It is 
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the domos of the domestic sphere and it entails (or is contained within) 
the oikonomia of the oikos; it is a home, a house, and at times a household. 
In other words, it is the physical site, the social order that is organized 
within it, and the affectual dimensions that eventually territorialize iden-
tity as well as attachment.7 The Arabic beit likewise entails an array of func-
tions that are scattered over several English concepts. But as we shall see, 
whereas language unites these functions, political history dissociates them 
in the case of many Palestinians.

“Home” thus represents here the spatial facets of attachment, belonging, 
community, kinship, identity, and thus subjectivity. These spatial facets render 
“home” an apt site (or, as stated above, an analogy, an allegory) for understand-
ing settler colonialism: the political system defined by an attachment to space 
that rests on dispossession, on a primordial act of ethnic cleansing and the 
many forms of violence that follow.8

Accordingly, the task ahead is to understand the cultural, political, and 
theoretical apparatuses that enable people and nations to construct a home 
on the ruins of other people’s homes, to feel that they belong to spaces of ex-
pulsion, or to develop an attachment to sites which subsequently—or even 
consequently—are transformed into sites of violence. Belonging is thus con-
ceptualized here as and through settlement (homemaking, a mode of taking 
place) in order to produce an account of the relationship between collective 
identities and institutional, mass, or state violence.9 In a way, then, I ask 
about the affectual conditions of possibility of settler colonialism,10 which is 
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simultaneously a sociopolitical and a psychic question.11 After all, without such 
mechanisms of attachment to violence, “settling” would have been impossible 
amid the conditions of colonization. In so doing, I follow a rich body of liter
ature that argues that colonization cannot be understood without what Ann 
Stoler terms the “ ‘emotional economies’ of empire,” and I try to understand 
those in their most spatially articulated manifestation.12 The house, its struc-
ture, its ideology, the sentiments invested in it, the social textures within it 
and those of which it forms a part, are inseparable from the financial systems, 
policies, and moral economies of empire.13 I therefore move between “home” 
as a metaphor for a state or an attachment to wider political constellations 
(community, territory, nation) and home as a component of the state (which is 
composed, as Aristotle stated, of many households), that is, the homes of indi-
viduals and small kinship units. This movement is a way of weaving together 
these affective economies, or untangling them to see how they are produced, 
managed, and regulated.

This means that settler colonialism also serves here as an example (if not 
an allegory in and of itself ) of other political formations in which the exis-
tence of some—their lives, their bodies, their security, and their prosperity—is 
conditioned on inflicting violence on others. This violence can be direct or 
structural, deliberated or unintentional, celebrated or denied by the injuring 
persons, or can even hurt their sense of self (as is, for example, the case with 
progressive, leftist Israelis)—but it is nonetheless part of who they are. Who 
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we are. As Jennifer Terry recently showed in regard to war, Bruce Robbins in 
regard to various modes of privilege, or Michael Rothberg in regard to various 
orders of systematic violence, systems of injury are woven into social positions 
in ways that make it impossible to simply renounce them, to simply take a 
stance against them, to simply say, in Jeanne Morefield’s reconstruction, this is 
not “who we are.”14 Which is not to say that we should accept these systems of 
injury. “Who we are” always takes form within broken, contradictory schemes 
that can never be determined once and for all.15

this book was written over a period of more than seven years, during 
which many dominant assumptions concerning political lives have shifted. 
When I started writing it, around 2012, there was a need, I thought, to question 
the assumption that those living in liberal democracies disavow violence, if 
only as a rhetorical maneuver. There was an urgency, I thought, to point to the 
undercurrents tethered to the political fabric (in Israel, but also in the United 
States or Europe) that render legitimate the explicit embrace of, and political 
will to, violence. But as the book was written, with the rise of Trump and the 
Far Right across the world, the explicit racism that came to light with Brexit, 
and the slow legalization of apartheid in Israel, these undercurrents rose to the 
surface. In this sense, the book is both more and less timely than originally 
planned. The theoretical effort to expose these desires or attachments may 
be less needed as they are now barer, but understanding them is more urgent 
than ever.

What I seek to offer here is a theory of the dispossessor. At least in the con-
text of Israel/Palestine, much has been written on the dispossessed subject, and 
theories of subjectivity that work through the figure of the refugee or through 
the space of diaspora are quite prevalent. There has also been a proliferation of 
literature about the state as an actor or state actors, or mechanisms of power 
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that explain dispossession. But a theory of the dispossessing subject is largely 
missing. The Colonizing Self thus works at two levels: first, it provides a con-
textualized analysis of spaces of belonging in Israel/Palestine, and second, it 
provides a theoretical analysis of the forms of subjectivity at the foundation 
of both liberalism and settler colonialism (which are, historically at least, in-
extricable). In this regard the status of Israel as a liberal democracy (albeit an 
eroding one) merits some explication. “Liberal” and “democratic” are in Israel 
parameters limited to a dual matrix, combining citizenship status and loca-
tion: All Jewish citizens (within the 1948 borders and in the settlements) enjoy 
liberal democracy, and, to a lesser degree, all citizens (Jewish and Palestinian) 
within the 1948 borders. Thus, even though also within these parameters, both 
the liberal and the democratic facets of the regime are limited, stratified, and 
eroding, and even though the “one state” is already the political condition of 
Israel/Palestine—and within these boundaries it is clearly a nondemocratic 
state—its matrix of control allows for clearly defined zones of democratic 
rule.16 When I refer here to “liberal” or “democratic” I refer to these enclaves, 
within which most Jewish Israelis reside.

To unfold this dual analysis, the book focuses on three main homes or, 
better yet, three main figures of home, archetypes of sorts that come to repre-
sent different modes of inhabiting violent geographies. The first is the home 
of one of the most violent settlers in the West Bank, a home that effectively 
led to the eviction of an entire Palestinian village. It is also the largest organic 
farm in Israel, and the relation between the ethics of organic agriculture and 
this form of dispossession is crucial to me, as part of an effort to understand 
the ethical schemes that are employed to support homes under such condi-
tions of violence (part III). The second home is in fact a plurality of homes: 
the depopulated Palestinian homes that are inhabited by Israeli Jews, often 
progressive and left leaning (part II). These Palestinian homes—in Jaffa, Je-
rusalem, Ein Hod—and this mode of homemaking in the depopulated home/
space serve as an allegory for Zionism at large (if not settlement as such). 
At the focus of this allegory is liberal Zionism, and, in this sense, there is a 
wider lesson concerning liberal sentiments here. The duo formed by parts II 
and III moves between the 1967 and the 1948 borders and endeavors to think 
together (even if apart) the establishment of Israel and the occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza. In very different ways, these two modes of homemak-
ing open questions concerning the various narratives, ideologies, and ethics 
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that allow one to live amid the destruction for which they are responsible. 
Accordingly, this analysis allows us to see the forms of social and political 
positions—the selves—that emerge through the attachment to these sites of 
violence. The analysis of these two parts is based on a spatial typology of con-
tested homes, an ethnographic examination of these homes as sites wherein 
both formal citizenship and claims for place are negotiated, and a cultural 
analysis of identity production via a study of the representations of homes, 
national or private. Finally, the third home, which opens this book, is the 
figure of home as it circulates in political theory (part I). At its core, it is the 
home I reread into the Lockean concept of property, but in its wider sense, 
it is the home that I seek to situate as the core unit of political analysis. Via 
this reading, I show how the structure of dispossession is embedded into dif
ferent modes of subjectivity, thereby providing a conceptual foundation for 
the analysis that follows.

Home and Violence: The Wider Scope of the Argument

Home is “the primary site around which identities are produced and per-
formed,” a site of intimacy and love, a site defined by attachments.17 At the 
same time, home is always also a site of injury: injuries caused by and to the 
territories we inhabit or the people with whom we share our lives or with 
whom we refuse to coinhabit; injuries caused by our disposed piles of rubbish 
or our sewage flows, or by police or military violence that penetrates home or 
refuses to do so. Furthermore, home is also an exclusionary space: it creates 
distinctions between those who can come in and those who must stay out; 
between those who stay overnight and those who must leave; those who have 
keys and those who must knock on the door—between the members of the 
household (and, within them, between family and domestic workers or slaves, 
for example) and guests or unwanted strangers. Or, to apply these distinctions 
to another context, between the members of the nation-state and its outsiders: 
guest workers, undocumented migrants, and those who cannot even cross the 
border. Home is thus a site of differentiations.

Therefore, in its articulation as both a political technology and a politi
cal concept, we can think of the home as a place of governing differences—
governing by creating differences (by hiding them, containing them) or gov-
erning those who have been differentiated: the governance of wives, slaves, 
servants, and other domestic workers, as well as children or those presumed 
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tract (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1988); Karl Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” in 
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to be like children (and thus we can think of home as a meeting point for 
questions of race, class, legal residency, age, and disability). Home is that 
which can be—indeed is—differentiated (above all from the political),18 and is 
that within which difference resides: It is the place of Woman (she who is dif
ferent from Man); the signifier of private property (which produces class dif-
ferences); and it is the function through which forms of government are dif-
ferentiated: differences between those who are thoroughly and fully governed 
and those who can, in some fields, transcend being governed and are therefore 
“free” and “equal.”19 If one of the main problems of early modern and mod-
ern political theory is the tension between theoretical equality (universalism) 
and a reality of domination, discrimination, and exploitation, then “home” 
may provide a theoretical solution. Prefiguring and conditioning the political 
sphere as a sphere of (presumed) equality, the home (or private sphere, or do-
mestic sphere) allows differences and differentiations to be governed outside 
of politics and as if they were nonpolitical, making way for “universalism” at 
the state’s level.20

At stake, then, is the array of connections between exclusion, often vio-
lent, and intimacy—an intimacy that always requires exclusion to maintain 
its parameters (intimacy, after all, cannot be stretched too far), yet tends 
to hide this aspect from the stories it tells about itself. This combination 
means that also at stake is a tension between fantasy and real life, or a ten-
sion between the promises of political concepts and the political orders they 
actually depict. In this sense, too, this book can be read as a parable. The 



Home ·  9

fantasy (or concept) it captures is a certain fantasy of home, as a sheltering, 
stable, and peaceful space. The reality is that of violence—the violence of 
forced mobility, demolition, and dispossession on which this book’s argu-
ment focuses, but also of rape, incest, beating, imprisonment, confinement, 
isolation. This is not to say that all these violences are the same, and indeed, 
I will not consider all of them here.

Many have pointed to this tension before me, and their work can mark the 
larger scope of the argument, the wider field to which it applies.

Feminists across disciplines, historical moments, and geographical contexts 
have exposed the frequency of domestic violence, marital rape, or incest; they 
have shown how domestic work and care are outsourced to those working 
under conditions of exploitation, often paying with their own homes’ collapse. 
Drawing on their important insights, my book nevertheless centers not on vio
lence in the home, but on homes as a technology of violence that operates 
outward. Accordingly, working on home here is not a way of foregrounding 
intimate modes of injustice that often take place in the private sphere. Rather, 
my focus is the intimacies of public wrongs.

The history of public wrongs that is woven into the theory and practice 
of homemaking is quite diverse. Another one of its main fields is capitalism, 
and alongside gender and sexuality it, too, provides some of the larger par
ameters within which my argument can echo. Much like in settler colonial-
ism, which is the focus of this inquiry, in capitalism we find mechanisms 
of attachment to objects of violence—objects whose production necessitates 
violence—and a continuous attachment to these objects even after this vio
lence becomes apparent. Most relevant to the subject of this book would be 
cases of gentrification, or instances in which eminent domain is declared 
to evict some (most often the less well-off ), transferring places of residence 
to private real-estate enterprises in a process through which new homes are 
constructed on the ruins of others. But in different forms and under different 
structures, we are attached to objects in which violence is implicated in even 
the most mundane practices of domesticity: from our contribution to de-
grading working conditions when ordering home supplies from Amazon, to 
the toxicity of mineral dust in the cobalt mines in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo that goes into the production of almost every battery we use (from 
laptops to electric cars), to the child and forced labor in those and other 
mines; the list goes on and on.

Lauren Berlant further shows that desire under capitalism attaches itself not 
just to objects implicated in violence (through their production, or through the 
social organizations that coalesce around either production or consumption), 
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but to the very order of violence. I will return to this analogy in detail in the 
theoretical overview and chapter 2. Whereas it is Berlant’s model of attach-
ment that will stand at the basis of one of the main arguments of this book, 
the analogy between capitalist systems and settler colonialism has other facets 
which will be considered here only partially. A key analogy here is the capi
talist mode of production through destruction that David Harvey identifies, 
following Marx.21 For Harvey, it is capitalist production that is at stake here; 
but creative destruction is also the mode through which settlers’ homemaking 
takes place.

Finally, much like the case of both settler colonialism and intimacy or 
kinship, part of what shapes capitalist form of destruction is the question of 
substitution. Presumably, whereas both capitalist consumption and sexual 
desire are organized according to the logic of substitution, at stake in settler 
colonialism is precisely the lack of the possibility of substituting the object 
of attachment: territory. That is, if in capitalism the logic of value or ex-
change, and certainly practices of surplus consumption, are anchored in the 
possibility—and the desire—to substitute one object (concrete or abstracted) 
for another, and if sexual desire is organized around the substitution of one 
object of desire with another (this is precisely the foundation of the Oedipal 
complex, the structure of Lacan’s objet petit a, but also the nature of any new 
relationship or most fantasies), then in settler colonialism the singularity of 
the territory, its irreplaceability, is the political principle that drives and jus-
tifies settlement. Yet the difference does not hold, and the mechanism of 
substitution often remains an unrealized potential, even in the former two 
orders. In this sense, to borrow Berlant’s words (themselves borrowed), this 
book “politicizes Freud’s observation that ‘people never willingly abandon a 
libidinal position, not even, indeed, when a substitute is already beckoning 
to them.’ ”22
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Israeli Homes

“The ongoing requirement to eliminate the Native alternative continues to 
shape the colonial society that settlers construct on their expropriated land 
base,” argues Patrick Wolfe.23 The main argument of this book is that not just 
societies, but also modes of selfhood are shaped by this ongoing requirement. 
In other words, there is a settler self and it is constituted as part of a project 
of ethnic cleansing. As Ruba Salih and Sophie Richter-Devroe put it in the 
Israeli context, “land confiscation, annexation, and fragmentation are foun-
dational not only to the formation of Israeli settler nationalism but also to 
the definition of its citizens as political and human subjects.”24 The story of the 
“political and human subject” that is formed via “land confiscation, annexa-
tion, and fragmentation” (in Salih and Richter-Devroe’s words) is the story of 
the homemaking of the Israeli Jew in Israel/Palestine.25 And this story must 
be examined also through all those Palestinian homes whose destruction con-
stitutes this home: homes that are bulldozed or bombarded, at times killing 
their inhabitants in their collapse; homes that are still standing but have be-
come inaccessible; homes whose keys are kept in the hope of return and that 
are often inhabited by others; temporary homes in refugee camps that have 
become permanent; homes that are rendered illegal by discriminatory land re-
gimes; homes that are being demolished cyclically as part of Israel’s effort to 
make more land available for Jewish settlement; but also homes that are being 
rebuilt, again and again, as a form of resistance—staying put, sumud, as a politi
cal strugg le reasserting identity and belonging.26

Zionism is often described as (indeed is) “a massive housing project.”27 Yet 
as Idan Landau observed,



12 ·  Introduction
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if someone were to summarize the Zionist project one day, [they] would 
have to face one baffling fact: how is it that so many people tie Zion-
ism to construction and production, rather than to destruction and 
eviction? After all, alongside the obsession with nonstop construction, 
mostly beyond the Green Line, the roars of bulldozers have always been 
present: ascending, striking, breaking, and shattering. Migrants’ hous-
ing projects were built instantly, build-your-own-home neighborhoods, 
neighborhoods for military personnel, suburbs, and luxurious high-
rises sprung up like mushrooms after the rain; and at the very same 
time, the angel of Zionist history amassed a pile of debris which “grows 
skyward.”28

Stories of destruction also feature in Israeli identity via the destruction 
of Jewish homes: above all, the hounding image of the destruction of the 
temple, which is referred to in Hebrew as the destruction of home, the 
prolonged exile that followed, and the Holocaust. This duality of constitu-
tive destruction can be a version of Said’s claim that both nations share a 
history of dispossession, but this is not the claim I want to make here. I 
will not offer a detailed mapping of these various destroyed homes and the 
diverse courses of their destruction. I rather seek to isolate a segment from 
this complex map in order to integrate destruction and construction into 
one history, one identity, of a community, a nation, for which destruction 
is constitutive.

for now, amid all this destruction, I want to focus on the constitutive de-
struction that took place in 1948 and its long aftermath in order to introduce a 
wider question regarding knowledge and violence.

In the aftermath of the two grand territorial wars of Israel—in 1948 and 
1967—massive projects of demolition have changed the Israeli landscape. 
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Pictures and maps showing “before” and “after” strikingly present the con-
struction of the Jewish homeland as heavily dependent on destruction (see 
figures I.1–I.3). Ever since this period, house demolition in its various forms 
has been a dominant political technology in Israel, and an essential element 
in its construction.29

My argument in regard to this political technology is dual. First, as afore-
mentioned, I argue that this destruction is constitutive. That is, this destruc-
tion is not a mere historical contingency. It is rather woven into Israeli subjec-
tivity, as far as such exists (and national selves never fully exist as such). To put it 
differently, this book sets out to show that Israelis are intimately invested in de-
struction in various ways. Second and relatedly, I argue that in some cases, this 
destruction is affirmed rather than denied. This second argument intervenes in 
a larger debate in the literature concerning the work of collective memory in Is-
rael/Palestine, as well as colonial memory more broadly. I touch on it extensively 
in the theoretical overview. Within this debate, some emphasize the erasure of 
Palestinian history and landscape, intended to deny their very existence in the 
land and, derivatively, the violence entailed in removing them;30 some focus on 
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figure i.1. Manshiyya. January 1949 (source: Zalmanya).

the various rationales deployed to justify Palestinians’ dispossession when their 
existence becomes undeniable;31 some argue that there are large holes in these 
networks of blindness and denial through which that past constantly emerges;32 
some call for a complete change of metaphors.33 Rather than working to provide 

	31	 The myth of nomadism alongside apparatuses producing nomadism, and with them the notion 
of terra nullius, is probably the most dominant here, in the context of Israel/Palestine and others. 
See, for example, Kedar, Amara, and Yiftachel, Emptied Lands; Hagar Kotef, Movement and the Or-
dering of Freedom: On Liberal Governances of Mobility (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2015); 
Carole Pateman and Charles W. Mills, Contract and Domination (Malden, MA: Polity, 2007).
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further “proof ” of or “support” for this side or the other, I am more interested 
in the very existence of this debate. The debate itself reflects an unstable dyad 
of collective memory that can then be translated into an argument regarding 
the content of what is remembered (did we know? did we see? have we forgot-
ten? erased? denied? could we have been aware?—or unaware?). I contend that 
this dyad, and the difficulty of accounting for it, is at least partly generated 

figure i.2. Shows Tel Aviv in the early 2000s. The minaret of the Hassan Bek Mosque 
serves here as a visual anchor.



figure i.3. Manshiyya’s destruction plan. In dark gray houses that were destroyed by 
October 1949; in light gray, houses that were destroyed by 1980. Courtesy of Or Aleksandro-
wicz. Aleksandrowicz’s work details these acts of destruction, questions the security claims 
behind them, and unfolds the long history of destruction behind several of Tel Aviv’s 
neighborhoods. Image from “The Camouflage of War: Planned Destruction in Jaffa and 
Tel Aviv, 1948,” Planning Perspective 32, no. 2 (2017): 188.
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by the difficulty of settling modes of being-with-violence. Put differently, the 
inability to settle down colonial memory, as well as the inability to settle the 
different theoretical frameworks accounting for this memory, is a function of 
the difficulty of acknowledging that selves can live with their own violence in 
nonconflictual ways. This difficulty may be of the settler’s own memory or the 
theorist’s frame—and I will keep moving here between these levels of analysis. 
It is this assumption, that people cannot reconcile their self-image with the vio
lence they inflict on others, that I want to question.

A Methodological Note: Settler Colonialism

“Home” can be seen as one of the main criteria differentiating colonialism 
from settler colonialism. Wolfe famously distinguished between the impera-
tive to work imposed on the colonized in colonialism (part of a racial system 
that exploits bodies and resources) and the imperative to move imposed on the 
colonized in settler colonialism (part of a racial system that takes over land for 
the purpose of settlement). Thus, in the first system, various modes of colonial 
governance endeavored to maintain the metropole as a home and keep the 
attachments of Europeans to the colony limited and transient.34 In the case 
of settler colonialism, however, at stake is the production and preservation of 
home in the colony. What will be outlined in this book is therefore a history of 
sentiments that allow one to stay put, to form an identity unaffected, or less 
affected, or at least not completely undone by its contradictions and violence.

The facts that “settlers come to stay,” that settler colonialism is “first and 
foremost a project of replacement,” and that in the act of settlement settlers 
“destroy to replace”35 render the paradigm of settler colonialism an apt lens 
through which to examine my question concerning home as a tool of destruc-
tion (or perhaps render “home” an apt lens through which to examine settler 
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colonialism). This does not mean that settlers necessarily bring about destruc-
tion maliciously, but if in settler colonialism the primary identity is the rela-
tion to place,36 and if this belonging is an act of elimination and dispossession,37 
then by being who one is, one is already implicated in violence.38 Violence, then, 
emerges as a precondition for the integrity of one’s subjectivity. This is the main 
claim of this book.

Nevertheless, two primary reservations can be made in regard to the fram-
ing of Israel as a settler-colonial state and this argument’s framing. First, many 
of the events, modes of attachment, and practices of homemaking that will oc-
cupy these pages resonate and have parallels with other historical and geopo
litical contexts: Poles, Germans, or Hungarians who moved into the homes of 
Jews after the Second World War; postpartition “house swaps” in India/Paki-
stan; or Turkish Cypriots who came to inhabit the homes of Greek Cypriots 
after partition. I therefore refer here to “settler colonialism” not as an exclusive 
and excluding framework. Unlike some tendencies in the recent field of com-
parative settler-colonial studies, I prefer to follow Stoler’s insight that there 
is no one imperial (or colonial, or settler-colonial) case that is identical to the 
other, which also means that sometimes cases that can be categorized as set-
tler colonialism in some respects resemble civil wars, postcolonial partitions, 
or national revivals in other facets.39

The second reservation has to do with the particular status of Israel 
within this framework. With the emergence of “settler-colonial studies,” 
there has been much debate concerning the relevance of this framework 
to the Israeli/Palestinian context. Some have treated it as a clear case of 



Home ·  19

	40	 A special issue of the journal Settler Colonial Studies (as well as many other essays in it through-
out the years) was dedicated to examining this paradigm in relation to Israel/Palestine. For the 
analytical and political benefits of applying the category “settler colonialism” to the Israeli case, 
see Omar Salamanca, Mezna Qato, Kareem Rabie, and Sobhi Samour, “Past Is Present: Settler 
Colonialism in Palestine,” Settler Colonial Studies 2, no. 1 (2012): 1–8. See also other papers in that 
volume. One of the first accounts of Israel as a settler-colonial state is Maxime Rodinson’s Israel: 
A Colonial-Settler State? (New York: Monad Press, 1973). However, as Patrick Wolfe notes, despite 
its title, this book does not think about settler colonialism in particular, but about colonialism 
as such. For Wolfe’s account of how this book has shaped his understanding of settler colonial-
ism, see Patrick Wolfe, “New Jews for Old: Settler State Formation and the Impossibility of 
Zionism: In Memory of Edward W. Said,” Arena Journal 37/38 (2012): 285–321. Wolfe dedicated a 
significant segment of his comparative account of settler colonialism to the Israeli case, mark-
ing it as a settler-colonialism case par excellence (see Traces of History). Just as important, the 
paradigm has given language to resistance and the imagination of new horizons, particularly 
among Palestinians who are citizens of Israel, since it allowed for a shift from the discourse of 
“peace process,” “conflict management,” or even “occupation” to a language of decolonization 
that assumes the need to account for the mode of governance also within the 1948 borders.

	41	 For the limits of this paradigm in this context, see Rachel Busbridge, “Israel-Palestine and 
the Settler Colonial ‘Turn’: From Interpretation to Decolonization,” Theory, Culture and Soci-
ety 35, no.  1 (January 2018): 91–115, which also provides a comprehensive review of the settler-
colonialism literature in relation to the Israeli/Palestinian context. Some have called for think-
ing within other frameworks, such as apartheid (e.g., Abigail B. Bakan and Yasmeen Abu-Laban, 
“Israel/Palestine, South Africa and the ‘One-State Solution’: The Case for an Apartheid Analy
sis,” Politikon 37, nos. 2–3 [2010]: 331–51; Hilla Dayan, “Regimes of Separation: Israel/Palestine and 
the Shadow of Apartheid,” in The Power of Inclusive Exclusion: Anatomy of Israeli Rule in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, ed. Adi Ophir, Michal Givoni, and Sari Hanafi [New York: Zone, 2009], 
281–322); ethnocracy (Oren Yiftachel, Ethnocracy: Land and Identity Politics in Israel/Palestine [Phil-
adelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006]); or simply colonialism (Derek Gregory, The 
Colonial Present: Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq [Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005]). Lorenzo Veracini 
argued that while the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza is a colonial project, within the 
1948 borders it is a settler-colonial one (“The Other Shift: Settler Colonialism, Israel, and the 
Occupation,” Journal of Palestine Studies 42, no. 2 [winter 2013]: 26–42). Others have rejected these 
critiques altogether, insisting that Zionism is a national project. Between these approaches, 
Amnon Raz-Krakotzkin argued that “we must rid ourselves of the tendency to think in terms 
of the dichotomy colonialism/nationalism, which often dominates the discussion of the Zionist 
consciousness,” not just because the term colonial seems to entail “a total delegitimating” and 
“the term ‘national’ [presumably] justifie[s] anything,” but also because, as Raef Zreik notes, 
both historically and conceptually, Zionism has always entailed both dimensions—the national 
and the settler colonial. Amnon Raz-Krakotzkin, “Exile, History, and the Nationalization of 

settler colonialism, if not one of the primary players in the comparative 
playing field of the discipline.40 Others pointed to the limitations of this 
paradigm—for Israel as well as for other geopolitical contexts.41 Given the 
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first reservation, I have no stakes in arguing that Israel falls or does not fall 
within the parameters of this paradigm. I nevertheless use it, despite these 
limits, since—to follow Raef Zreik’s useful formulation—in its “praxis and 
tools,” Zionism follows the structure of settler colonialism: “Its takeover of 
the land, its dream of the disappearance of the native, the importance it 
allocates to the frontier, its expanding nature and the stories that it tells it-
self about the land as being terra nullius all match the settler-colonial para-
digm.”42 This is even though, as Zreik himself contends, Zionism was at the 
same time a national movement, a revival of a nation in what was—and still 
is—seen as its own homeland.

Finally, a conceptual clarification is required. In the Israeli context, the 
term settler is most often used to designate someone living beyond the Green 
Line, primarily in the West Bank. However, if we think within the frame-
work of settler colonialism, then at least schematically, all Jews in Israel fall 
under this category. There are several ways in which this categorization can—
and should—be problematized. Elsewhere, with Yuval Evri, I do some of this 
work of problematization in regard to Palestinian Jews (who were natives of 
the land)43 and others have done so as well, particularly in regard to Mizrahi 
Jews.44 But the work of this book progresses primarily through figures, and the 
detailed historical work that such problematization necessitates will not be 
done here.
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A Note on Exile (and Politics)

If Zionism can be defined as a negation of exile45 and a construction of an exclu-
sively Jewish homeland, and if the outcome of this return from exile is destruction, 
would the key to justice be exile, a refusal of a home that has become a tool of dis-
possession?46 Within a state of left-wing despair, some have advocated this as the 
political solution. But within a global regime in which modes of both mobility and 
stability are radically differentiated,47 there are political and ethical risks involved 
in romanticizing exile. Sara Ahmed questions, as a mode of warning, whether exile 
and other modes of nomadic and diasporic existence are the coherent choices of 
the “one that can do so, because the world is already constituted as their home.” “Is 
this,” she further asks, “an example of movement as a form of privilege rather than 
transgression, a movement that is itself predicated on the translation of the collec-
tive and forced movements of others into an act of individual and free choice?”48

Alternatively, one could advocate exile not as a concrete call, say, for the Jews 
to leave Israel/Palestine (a call, we must note, that takes the form of ethnic cleans-
ing), but as a conceptual tool that allows a reorganization of political life. Amnon 
Raz-Krakotzkin proposes to think of exile not as “the opposition to homeland, but 
[as] a sensitivity that leads towards a process of decolonization that includes Jews 
and Arabs alike, in which Jews limit their rights in order to create the space for a 
Palestinian existence, while Palestinians recognize Jewish existence.” Such a con-
cept “may become the starting point for thinking about alternatives to partitions, 
as well as the idea of the nation state, without ignoring national differences.”49 
This imagining of political exile will not be a romanticization of what Said saw as 
“the unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between 
the self and its true home,” but rather, and still after Said, a way of thinking of a 
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shared condition of displacement from which another politics can emerge.50 Not 
a negation of home, but a way of envisioning “political principles that are derived 
from the diasporic conditions that must also, as it were, be brought home.”51 Such 
a concept of exile could become, in Butler’s words, “an internal criticism of the 
national, if not a set of qualifications and safeguards that inhere in any possible 
nation.”52 In times in which, as Adorno famously put it, “it is part of morality not 
to be at home in one’s home” (and were there ever any other times?), would this 
advocation of exile not be a preferred political solution?53

Perhaps. But, again following Ahmed, it may be that by thinking of exile 
conceptually we are, once more, engaging in a romanticizing move in which 
the nomads, the exiled, “come to perform a particular kind of theoretical 
work, to represent something other than themselves.”54 Can one think con-
cretely about exile as a condition that can be employed to organize the po
litical communities at home, as it were? Can one do so in ways that fracture 
the modes of entrenched, exclusive nationalism but do not further frac-
ture the subject, already in “a discontinuous state of being” generated by 
displacement?55

Perhaps. But in this book, rather than focusing on shared models of dia-
sporic homemaking or the Jewish sense of rebuilding a home postdiaspora, I 
ask about the meeting point of these two homes—the Palestinian and the Jew-
ish Israeli—as part of an effort to understand how the destruction of homes 
(of Palestinians) becomes constitutive of the construction of homes: of the 
construction of Israel as a national home, of the establishment of houses for 
Israelis to reside in, and of the sense of attachment to territory that is forma-
tive of identities. Thinking about this connection urges us to think of the 
home’s absence not as another possible definition of homes (as in the case 
of diasporic models of homemaking) but as a condition that subtends the 
being—the presence—of some homes. This again places the conceptualiza-
tion of home within an analytic of violence, or makes home the embodiment 
of such an analytic.
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Structure and Main Arguments

The Colonizing Self is composed of three main chapters and six shorter “satel-
lites” organized in three parts. Before each of the main chapters, a brief in-
terlude opens the particular question of the chapter to a different context—
sometimes, the interlude examines a different case of settler colonialism; at 
other times, it serves to offer a different departing point for the main chapter. 
The goal of these interludes is to gesture toward other domains to which the 
argument is relevant, even though I cannot fully develop these other direc-
tions here. After each chapter, an epilogue offers an analysis of one of the core 
problems that surfaced in the main chapter. These are more structural inter-
ventions, focusing on specific questions the main chapters opened up but did 
not fully address.

after this introduction, a theoretical overview sets the ground for my 
main question concerning the relations between violence and identity. It at-
tempts to map the primary models within which these relations are conceptu-
alized in existing literature, and marks the main theoretical lacuna this book 
seeks to address. These models are going to be unpacked throughout the book 
and guide its inquiry.

part i: homes

A home—and identity—that is built on the dispossession (the destruction) 
of others encapsulates a structure of belonging that is not limited to Israel. 
Rather than a comparative analysis of settler colonies and their construction 
of home (which is undoubtedly of value), part I, “Homes,” returns to some 
key moments in political theory to show the conceptual foundations for this 
book’s inquiry. Specifically, I argue that the kind of political self that is formed 
within a specific theory in which home is the basic unit of analysis is ontologi-
cally dependent on violence.

The interlude, “Home/Homelessness,” works primarily with Arendt to 
foreground two claims: (i) Despite an effort to allocate “home” to a separate, 
nonpolitical sphere, homemaking appears to be foundational in a significant 
part of the history of political thought, and “Man” emerges as a domestic ani-
mal. The ability to sustain a political community is thus seen as a function of 
sedentary qualities. (ii) Within these texts, the concept of home is narrowed 
down to particular (European) models. Given (i), this narrowing means that 
this tradition can see only some subjects as fully human. This global distri-
bution of homelessness and entitlement to homes will be mapped onto the 
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Israeli/Palestinian context in the following chapters. The main chapter of part 
I, “The Consuming Self: On Locke, Aristotle, Feminist Theory, and Domestic 
Violences,” looks at the concept of home as it materializes in three moments 
in political theory: Aristotle’s theory of politics, feminist theory’s critique of 
domesticity, and Locke’s theory of property. The latter is the focus of that 
chapter, since it works at the essential converging point of liberalism and set-
tler colonialism. Drawing on Carole Pateman’s famous reading in The Sexual 
Contract, according to which it is the family, rather than the individual, that 
“contracts in,” I argue that the basic property-making unit shifts throughout 
chapter 5 of the Second Treatise (the chapter on property). Whereas it begins 
with the individual body, over the course of the chapter Locke carries it to the 
household. The household thus appears as the basic political unit, rather than 
the individual or even Pateman’s couple.

My reading of Locke does not merely serve to introduce the home to the 
core of political theory; it also demonstrates that the Lockean individual had 
strong expansionist tendencies. This understanding of the expansionist drive 
at the foundation of liberal subjectivity establishes the basis for the analysis of 
settler colonialism that is to follow. Moreover, since the household can materi-
alize as a property-making unit in Locke only via enclosure, and since its para-
digmatic means of expansion is agriculture, the link to the analysis of organic 
agriculture in the West Bank (part III) is fully made.

Part I ends with an epilogue titled “Unsettlement,” which situates the analy
sis in the particular space of Israel/Palestine. The epilogue problematizes some 
of the framings of this book in order to show the multiple positions and pos
sible trajectories that will be sidelined by the focus of my argument. Marking 
those is necessary not only as part of demarcating the wider picture, but also 
since this plurality entails alternative political possibilities to the trajectory 
this book tracks. It thereby also lays bare some of the methodological frames 
employed in my analysis of homemaking in Israel/Palestine, and as such serves 
as an introduction of sorts to parts II and III. Thus, even readers less interested 
in the more theoretical discussion, who may prefer to skip Part I and focus 
their reading on the more concrete discussion of Israel/Palestine, should prob
ably begin with this brief chapter.

part ii: Relics

Part II, “Relics,” opens with a reading of Lorraine Hansberry’s Les Blancs. This 
interlude, “A Brief Reflection on Death and Decolonization,” focuses on notions 
of home among the settler figures in the play and asks about the prospects of 
decolonization given their modes of attachment to territory. Since the play is 
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situated in an imaginary African country, this reading also opens a path to a 
comparative analysis vis-à-vis chapter 2. Chapter 2, “Home (and the Ruins That 
Remain),” looks into identities that are shaped when one’s own sense of belong-
ing is saturated with the violence of the past. Focusing on Jewish Israelis who 
made homes in depopulated Palestinian homes, the chapter develops a model 
of wounded attachments (following Wendy Brown) to the violence undergird-
ing political belonging. It may be questioned to what degree this attachment is 
indeed an attachment to violence: Those who live in the ruins of others often 
do not experience their lives as violent, and those who look at the landscape 
dotted with half-standing houses may not see it as a remnant of violence. There 
is here an attachment to a home, a land, but not, one may argue, to the violence 
that made the former possible, even if such violence was a necessary element of 
colonization. To address this potential reservation, the epilogue, “A Phenom-
enology of Violence: Ruins,” provides a typology of the violence that is nonethe-
less there. It is there as a residue that cannot be erased; it is there as a trace that 
still carries elements of the violent past; it is there in the clash between tem-
poralities of those for whom violence is indeed in the past and those who still 
experience it as their everyday. The chapter provides a phenomenological map 
of these modes of violence in order to peel apart—but also weave together—the 
different forms of violence with which this book engages.

part iii: Settlement

Part III, “Settlement,” moves to the West Bank. Thus, whereas part II focuses 
on those who inherited the colonized space they came to inhabit, part III looks 
at the act of colonization as it takes place. Nevertheless, the divisions between 
the arguments developed in part II and those developed in part III are not nec-
essarily superimposed on the 1948/1967 division. These lines of division are 
questioned at the end of chapter 3, and feature here only for the sake of clarity 
and simplification.

Part III presents two stories of two homes in the West Bank, both revolving 
around the production of food, as an element of domesticity. It begins with 
an interlude, “A Moment of Popular Culture: The Home of MasterChef,” that 
introduces the concept of home in the West Bank through a brief engagement 
with the Israeli franchise of the popular reality show MasterChef. The show’s 
seventh season included a settler from the evicted outpost Amona among its 
contestants. I follow the way this contender won over the hearts of the Israeli 
mainstream through this show. His story of loss and homelessness joins the 
politics of food to provide an account of the normalization of settlements in 
Israel today. This politics of food remains central to the main chapter of this 
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part, chapter 3: “On Eggs and Dispossession: Organic Agriculture and the New 
Settlement Movement.” Focusing on one extreme outpost in the West Bank 
called Giv’ot Olam, it analyzes a process of homemaking in which violence and 
dispossession are ongoing practices. Giv’ot Olam was the forerunner of the new 
settlement movement that is often referred to as “hilltop youth”: a movement 
aimed at grabbing more land by building illegal outposts outside established 
settlements. Giv’ot Olam is also, as aforementioned, the largest organic farm 
in Israel and the largest supplier of organic, free-range eggs in the country. Ex-
amining both the ethics of organic food and the material conditions of organic 
agriculture (land resources, waste, and water), I show how a home is created as 
a dispositional tool within an ethical scheme. This chapter also tracks the story 
of the Palestinian village Yanun, which has been almost completely abandoned 
following constant harassment and severe attacks from Giv’ot Olam’s settlers. 
The epilogue, “An Ethic of Violence: Organic Washing,” returns to the ques-
tion of violence’s visibility that is key to the theoretical overview and part II. It 
asks whether the scheme of organic agriculture sustains settlements’ violence 
by enveloping it with a language of justice and care (toward animals or the 
earth) that hides violence from sight (“washes” it in green politics). Based on 
the ethnographic work of chapter 3, the epilogue concludes the book by argu-
ing that we need to find an alternative account, one that shows not how people 
deny their violence to sustain it, but how life with violence is embraced.

the three main chapters at the heart of each part thus offer a certain 
historical journey. I begin with the imaginary past of settler colonialism (chap-
ter  1), move to a more recent history of Israel/Palestine (chapter 2), and end 
by looking at the present-day West Bank (chapter 3).56 Yet this chronology is 
not strictly kept. It presents a present that can be dated to the past, and a past 
that still lingers in the present, in order to show the ontologies and fractured 
histories of the settler-colonial project.

Chapter 2 is “historical” not just because it focuses on the homes depopu-
lated in 1948, but also because it represents a position that is becoming less 
dominant in Israel. In the last decade or so, Israel’s attitude toward its own 
violence has dramatically changed. Though such changes are always fractured, 
never linear, and appear gradually and unevenly across society—and hence 
dating them is a somewhat problematic exercise—this change occurred some-
time after the 2006 Lebanon War. It was first clearly manifested in Gaza in 
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2009. Chapter  2 marks this trajectory from selves who are truly undone by 
their own violence, who cannot inhabit life once they realize the destruction 
that this inhabitation generates, to selves who “shoot and cry”—the famous 
formulation that comes to mark “crying” as both a token paid so that violence 
can continue and a way of indulging one’s own pain when confronted with 
the suffering one causes to others—and, finally, to selves who do not even cry 
after shooting, who “shoot and do not apologize,”57 who fully own their vio
lence and no longer come undone by it. Nevertheless, the subjects featured 
in chapter 2 are not perpetrators in the classic formulations, but rather those 
defined by Robbins as structural beneficiaries or by Rothberg as implicated sub-
jects:58 They are those who “occupy positions aligned with power and privilege 
without being themselves direct agents of harm,” who “contribute to, inhabit, 
inherit, or benefit from regimes of domination but do not originate or control 
such regimes.”59 Their relations to violence accordingly remain more ambiva-
lent than what we see in chapter 3.

In a similar yet mirrored vein, chapter 3 is “contemporary,” not just because 
it depicts the current settlement movement in the West Bank but also because 
it depicts most clearly the aforementioned nonconflictual approach to violence 
that is becoming more dominant in Israeli public discourse. It represents, in 
this sense, a wider tendency in Israel to steer away from the liberal-democratic 
facets of the state project and more openly embrace its nationalist-settler fac-
ets. And yet this chapter, too, is “historical,” in the sense that the positions and 
patterns of settlement it describes have been typical to the project of settling 
Israel from the very outset. The juxtaposition of chapters 2 and 3 is, accord-
ingly, not a claim that West Bank settlers (the protagonists of part III) inhabit 
this violent position whereas liberal Zionists within the 1948 borders (the pro-
tagonists of part II) do not. My point is precisely that in the historical trajecto-
ries this book marks, both positions come to inhabit violence in non- (or less) 
conflictual ways, albeit differently.
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