
Legal framework
1a. Is the company, organization or country on the UN or EU sanctions list?

Risk management

Cooperation is prohibited.

1b. Is the person on the sanctions list? 

2. Does the research involve 
technology and/or know-
ledge as described in the  
Dual Use regulation? 

Is it fundamental scientific research? 
Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

3. Is the partner associated with a foreign military  
organisation outside the EU (over the past 4 years)? 

Yes

Please consult the faculty knowledge  
security contact person and fill the  
comprehensive questionnaire.

4. Does the collaboration involve sensitive research? 

5. Does the research involve any practices or issues 
that could potentially be ethically questionable and is 
the collaboration with a partner from a country with 
a score below 0.4 on the Academic Freedom index?

6. Is the incoming employee or cooperation  
unilaterally external funded?

Yes

Yes What are reasons for the partner to fund the 
research or person? For countries with a score 
below 0.4 on the Academic Freedom index, the 
following criteria apply:
•	 No scholarship PhD students who come to 

the university for less than two years and 
who are supervised from their home country.

•	 No research involving dual-use items or  
sensitive research areas.

•	 No researchers from a partner who falls 
under the preconditions for Very High Risk of 
question 3.

Scholarship students selected by the university 
to do doctoral research on a subject proposed 
by the university – and who intend to graduate 
at the VU – may be appointed.

Is collaboration with an organization or 
individual permitted and desirable?
Please answer the questions below. If all questions are answered  
with ‘no’, there are no obstacles to collaboration. It is still advisable to 
check the  Partnering Tools.

No obstacles to  
collaboration.

Yes Proceed to 
question 3. 

Proceed to 
question 3. 

No

No

Does the research solely use (knowledge 
about) products, software or technology that 
is already available to everyone?

Probably a permit is required.  
Please contact Institutional and legal affairs 
via kennisveiligheid@vu.nl

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please note: Annex 1 to 
the Dual-use Regulation 
provides a non-exhaus-
tive list of dual-use goods 
(products, software or 
technology).

Please note: the higher the Technology 
Readiness Level (TRL), the less likely it is  
that the study qualifies as fundamental  
scientific research. 

Please note: the fact that the results of  
this research will ultimately be published 
publicly does not mean that there is already 
(knowledge about) products, software or 
technology that is available to everyone.

https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/#/main
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0821&qid=1637160757123
https://www.pol.phil.fau.eu/files/2022/03/afi-update-2022.pdf
https://www.pol.phil.fau.eu/files/2022/03/afi-update-2022.pdf
https://vu.nl/nl/medewerker/onderwijs-en-onderzoeksbeleid/kennisveiligheid-voor-vu-medewerkers
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/NL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009R0428&from=lv
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/NL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009R0428&from=lv

