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Call for Participation
International Migration and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition
Fourth Edition: Amsterdam 2025/2026

We are is pleased to announce the fourth edition of the International Migration and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition, organized by the Migration Law Clinic of the Amsterdam Centre for Migration and Refugee Law, in collaboration with Everaert Immigration Lawyers and Hijra Legal Clinic Morocco. This competition offers law students the opportunity to engage with cutting-edge issues in international migration and refugee law through written and oral pleadings before expert judges.

Previous editions
The first edition (2018-2019) of the Moot Court Competition was organized by the Amsterdam Centre for Migration and Refugee Law at VU University Amsterdam to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Migration Law Clinic which has become an important component of the Master International Migration and Refugee Law. The second edition (2022-2023) was organized by the Migration Law Research Group (MigrLaw) at Ghent University, bringing the competition to Belgium for the first time. The third edition (2023-2024) was hosted by the Government and Law Research Group at the University of Antwerp.

The fourth edition 
The fourth edition of the Moot Court Competition continues the tradition of engaging students in high-level legal advocacy on migration and refugee law. The competition consists of three stages:
1. Written pleadings: Teams submit extended written pleadings on the first case (for both the Applicant and the Respondent). The four best teams advance to the next round. 
2. Online oral pleadings: The four best teams present their oral pleadings (based on extended written pleadings) before expert judges. This round will take place online (Zoom). The two best teams advance to the final round. 
3. Final pleadings (written & oral in person): The best two teams compete in the final round addressing a second case. Teams submit brief written pleadings (for either the Applicant or the Respondent) and present their arguments (in person) before expert judges at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. 

Timeline
· [bookmark: _Hlk214540310]17 December 2025, 23:59 CET: Registration deadline
· 20 Januari 2026: Release of the first case, case material and full competition rules 
· [bookmark: _Hlk213972784]20 Marsh 2026, 23:59 CET: Deadline for submitting extended written pleadings
· 20 April 2026: Announcement of semi-finalists (four best teams) 
· 30 April 2026: Online oral pleadings, announcement of finalist-teams, and release of second case
· 29 May 2026, 23:59 CET: Deadline for submitting brief written pleadings (second case)
· 17 June 2026: Final oral rounds in Amsterdam

Who Can Participate? 
· The Moot Court Competition is open to all universities.
· Each university is allowed to register one team for the Competition. 

Registration
· Teams should submit the registration form (available below) via email revue.hijra@gmail.com by 17 December 2025, 23:59 CET. 
· There is no registration fee to participate in the moot court.

Composition and eligibility of teams
· All team members should be actively enrolled during the entire duration of the Competition in a Bachelor’s or Master programme of law (PhD students are not allowed to participate). Non-law students may participate, if they have sufficient level of knowledge of international migration and refugee law. Students may not have professional pleading experience.
· A team shall be composed of (not more or less than) 4 students, whom must be registered jointly in the registration form (available below). 
· Each team shall have one coach, who must be registered jointly with the team in the registration form.
· As part of the registration, each team shall designate one person to act as team representative (contact person). This person may be the coach or a member of the team.
· Each team is required to nominate, as required in the registration form, at least one qualified person, who consented to be a member of the evaluating panel.  

Travel to and accommodation in Amsterdam (for finalist teams) 
[bookmark: _Hlk189550999]Depending on where the teams’ university is located, accommodation for none, one or two nights (in June 2026) will be provided to the two finalist teams (8 students, not coaches). All students from universities located more than two hours away by public transport from Amsterdam will be provided with at least one night of accommodation. Teams have to bear their own travel costs to VU University Amsterdam. 

Teams from low income and lower middle-income countries (see the World Bank list of economies) can apply for a travel and accommodation grant for the team and one coach in the registration form. The grant will be announced together with the announcement of the 2 teams which will go through to the finals in Amsterdam.

Full competition rules
Full competition rules and more details will be sent to the participants along with the release of the first case (20 January 2026). 

For inquiries: Contact: revue.hijra@gmail.com 

Registration Form

Fully completed registration form should be sent by 17 December 2025, 23:59
(via email revue.hijra@gmail.com) 

Dear moot court participant,
We are pleased with your excellent decision to participate in the 2025/2026 International Migration and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition. 

Please note that:
· Your registration is only finalized upon a confirmation email by the moot court organizers that the requested information has been well-received. The organizers will also communicate your team number.
· Some questions in this registration form are already linked to the final oral round, which will take place in Amsterdam on 17 June 2026. While we understand that this might seem rather premature (and only applicable to those advancing to the final oral round), we are requesting you to fill in also this information as precise as possible, as this will help us start organizing the final oral round of the moot court competition.


Team information
University 
	Name
	

	Country
	

	City 
	



Coach
Please note that we recommend each team to have one coach, to ensure a fair competition, the number of coaches per team is limited to maximum two.
	Name
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Position and affiliation with the university
	



	Name
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Position and affiliation with the university
	



Students / Participants 
Students should be actively enrolled in a Master programme of law (PhD students are not allowed to participate) or in an advanced stage of a Bachelor programme of law. Non-law students may participate, if they have a sufficient level of knowledge of international migration and refugee law. Students may not have professional pleading experience.

· Student 1
	Name
	

	Gender
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Academic year and programme
	

	Picture
	









· Student 2
	Name
	

	Gender
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Academic year and programme
	

	Picture
	










· Student 3
	Name
	

	Gender
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Academic year and programme
	

	Picture
	









· Student 4
	Name
	

	Gender
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Nationality
	

	Passport Number
	

	Dietary preferences
	

	Academic year and programme
	

	Picture
	









· We hereby confirm that the students listed above represent the team. 

Team representative (contact person)
Please note that for all practical information with regards to the moot court, we will communicate directly to the team representative (team member or coach). 
	Name
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Address
	



Evaluating member 
The written pleadings submitted by the participating teams are evaluated by two members of the evaluating panel. Each team is required to nominate at least one qualified person, who consented to be a member of the  evaluating panel.  This can be a member of the academic staff of another university or a professional  in the field of international migration and refugee law. This member shall not be involved in the preparations of the participating teams. The organizers of the Competition ensure that the evaluating panel does not review the written pleadings submitted by the team that nominated them as a member of the evaluating panel. The criteria for the evaluation by the panel will be included in the Full Competition Rules.

	Name
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Address
	

	Position and affiliation
	



	Name
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Address
	

	Position and affiliation
	



· We hereby confirm that the proposed person(s) for the evaluating panel will not be involved in the preparation of any of the participating teams. 
· We hereby confirm that the evaluating member has given their consent to take up this role and has confirmed their availabilities to review two written submissions from different teams between 21 March and 16 April 2026.  
Accommodation preference
Depending on where the teams’ university is located, accommodation for none, one or two nights (16 and 17 June 2026) will be provided to the 8 students (not coaches) of the finalists teams. All students from universities located more than two hours away by public transport from Amsterdam will be provided with at least one night of accommodation. To facilitate practical arrangements, we need to know the following:

	For how many students do you require accommodation? How many nights? 
	

	Do you prefer sharing a room/dormitory with your entire team?
	Yes / No

	Do you prefer sharing a non-mixed (women or men only) room/dormitory?
	Yes / No


The accommodation for the coach will not be provided by the moot court organization, we can however make a reservation to ensure that a room is available. 
	Do you want us to reserve a room for the coach?
	Yes / No

	And if so, which room type do you prefer:
· Sharing a room with the team (in the form of a dorm)
· Having a private room in the same hostel as the students;
· Having a private room in another hotel. 
	Shared room with team / private room in hostel / private room in hotel



Please note that we will try to accommodate every team’s preferences, but we cannot guarantee that teams will not be sharing a room. We will ensure that non-mixed rooms (women or men only) are available for those that have expressed this preference.


Grants 
Grants will be awarded to cover the travel costs to and from Amsterdam (Netherlands) of finalist teams from low income and lower middle-income countries (see the World Bank list of economies). They can apply for a travel grant and an accommodation grant for their coach. If the team is not coming from a low income or lower middle income countries as presented in the list, you can still apply if you cannot bear the travel and accommodation costs. If there are funds available, we will take your request into account.

	Are you participating in the Moot Court Competition from a low and lower middle income country?
	Yes / No

	Do you want to apply for a grant for accommodation of your coach (on 16 and 17 June 2026)? (Note: two nights will be arranged for all finalist students)
	Yes / No

	Do you want to apply for a grant for travel costs of the team members and/or the coach?
	Yes / No

	If yes, please estimate your travel costs in euros per person and in total:
· Plane tickets (returns)
· Other travel costs (explain)
	€

	For teams who do not come from low income and lower middle-income countries, please state the reasons why you need a grant
	



Visa requirements
For participants and coaches who require a visa to attend the final oral rounds in Amsterdam, we will share a supporting letter, explaining about the competition and the accommodation (as well as grants if applicable) provided.
More information on travelling to Amsterdam will be circulated in due time.

	In case your team advances to the oral rounds in Amsterdam, will any person in your team (students or coach) require a visa to arrive to Amsterdam?
	Yes / No

	If so, please indicate all names and passport numbers of those that require a visa
	



Moot court rules
· We hereby confirm to have read the rules included in the call for participation and this registration form and agree to the terms stated therein. We understand that failure to comply with these terms can jeopardize our team’s eligibility and/or participation in the Competition. 

· We give consent for taking pictures during the oral rounds, those pictures might be shared on social media channels of the organizers as well as with all participants. 
Date of registration: dd / mm / yyyy

Name and Signature of team representative: 
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