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page 341
then embraces him

have lain in love with an outlander from another country,

if she had known that the waslike sons of the Achaians would bring her

home again to the beloved Iand of her fathers.

It was a god who stirred her to do the shameful thing she

did, and never before had she had in her heart this terrible
wildness, out of which came suffering to us also.

But now, since you have given me accurate proof describing
our bed, which no other mortal man beside has ever seen,

but only you and I, and there is one serving woman,

Aktor’s daughter, whom my father gave me when I came here,
who used to guard the doors for us in our well-built chamber;
50 you persuade my heart, though it has been vety stubborn,’

She spoke, and still more roused in him the passion for weeping.
He wept as he held his lovely wife, whose thoughts were virtuous.
And as when the land appears welcome to men who are swimming,
after Poseidon has smashed their strong-built ship on the open
water, pounding it with the weight of wind and the heavy
seas, and only a few escape the gray water landward
by swimming, with a thick scurf of salt coated upon them,
and gladly they set foot on the shore, escaping the evil;
s0 welcome was her husband to her as she Jooked upon him,
and she could not let him go from the embrace of her white arms.
Now Dawn of the rosy fingers would have dawned on their weeping,
had not the gray-eyed goddess Athene planned it otherwise.

She held the long night back at the outward edge, she detained

Dawn of the golden throne by the Ocean, and would not let her

harness her fast-footed horses who bring the daylight to people:

Lampos and Phaethon, the Dawn’s horses, who carry her.

Then resourceful Odysseus spoke to his wife, saying:

‘Dear wife, we have not yet come to the limit of ali our

trials. There is unmeasured labor left for the future,

both difficult and great, and all of it I must accomplish.

So the soul of Teiresias prophesied to me, on that day

when I went down inside the house of Hades, seeking

to learn about homecoming, for myself and for my companions,

But come, my wife, let us go to bed, so that at long last

we can enjoy the sweetness of slumber, sleeping together.’
Circumspect Penelope said to him in answer:

“You shall have your going to bed whenever the spirit




