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writ of habeas corpus, to the end that such rebellion may be 

overthrown: Provided, Th at all the provisions of the second 

section of an act entitled “An act relating to habeas corpus, 

and regulating judicial proceedings in certain cases,” approved 

March third, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, which relate 

to the discharge of prisoners other than prisoners of war, and 

to the penalty for refusing to obey the order of the court, shall 

be in full force so far as the same are applicable to the pro-

visions of this section: Provided further, Th at the President 

shall fi rst have made proclamation, as now provided by law, 

commanding such insurgents to disperse: And provided also, 

Th at the provisions of this section shall not be in force aft er 

the end of the next regular session of Congress.

Sec. 5. Th at no person shall be a grand or petit juror in any 

court of the United States upon any inquiry, hearing, or trial 

of any suit, proceeding, or prosecution based upon or arising 

under the provisions of this act who shall, in the judgment 

of the court, be in complicity with any such combination or 

conspiracy; and every such juror shall, before entering upon 

any such inquiry, hearing, or trial, take and subscribe an oath 

in open court that he has never, directly or indirectly, coun-

selled, advised, or voluntarily aided any such combination or 

conspiracy; and each and every person who shall take this 

oath, and shall therein swear falsely, shall be guilty of per-

jury, and shall be subject to the pains and penalties declared 

against that crime, and the fi rst section of the act entitled “An 

act defi ning additional causes of challenge and prescribing 

an additional oath for grand and petit jurors in the United 

States courts,” approved June seventeenth, eighteen hundred 

and sixty-two, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.

Sec. 6. Th at any person or persons, having knowledge 

that any of the wrongs conspired to be done and mentioned 

in the second section of this act are about to be committed, 

and having power to prevent or aid in preventing the same, 

shall neglect or refuse so to do, and such wrongful act shall 

be committed, such person or persons shall be liable to the 

person injured, or his legal representatives, for all damages 

caused by any such wrongful act which such fi rst-named per-

son or persons by reasonable diligence could have prevented; 

and such damages may be recovered in an action on the case 

in the proper circuit court of the United States, and any num-

ber of persons guilty of such wrongful neglect or refusal may 

be joined as defendants in such action: Provided, Th at such 

action shall be commenced within one year aft er such cause 

of action shall have accrued; and if the death of any person 

shall be caused by any such wrongful act and neglect, the le-

gal representatives of such deceased person shall have such 

action therefor, and may recover not exceeding fi ve thousand 

dollars damages therein, for the benefi t of the widow of such 

deceased person, if any there be, or if there be no widow, for 

the benefi t of the next of kin of such deceased person.

Sec. 7. Th at nothing herein contained shall be construed 

to supersede or repeal any former act or law except so far as 

the same may be repugnant thereto; and any off ences here-

tofore committed against the tenor of any former act shall 

be prosecuted, and any proceeding already commenced 

for the prosecution thereof shall be continued and completed, 

the same as if this act had not been passed, except so far as 

the provisions of this act may go to sustain and validate such 

proceedings.

Approved, April 20, 1871.

Enforcement Act of 1875

March 1, 1875

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Th at 

all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States shall 

be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the accommo-

dations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of inns, public 

conveyances on land or water, theaters, and other places of 

public amusement; subject only to the conditions and limi-

tations established by law, and applicable alike to citizens of 

every race and color, regardless of any previous condition of 

servitude.

Sec. 2. Th at any person who shall violate the foregoing 

section by denying to any citizen, except for reasons by law 

applicable to citizens of every race and color, and regardless 

of any previous condition of servitude, the full enjoyment of 

any of the accommodations, advantages, facilities, or privi-

leges in said section enumerated, or by aiding or inciting such 

denial, shall, for every such off ense, forfeit and pay the sum 

of fi ve hundred dollars to the person aggrieved thereby, to be 

recovered in an action of debt, with full costs; and shall also, 

for every such off ense, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 

and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fi ned not less than fi ve 

hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or shall be im-

prisoned not less than thirty days nor more than one year: 

Provided, Th at all persons may elect to sue for the penalty 
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aforesaid or to proceed under their rights at common law and 

by State statutes; and having so elected to proceed in the one 

mode or the other, their right to proceed in the other jurisdic-

tion shall be barred. But this proviso shall not apply to crimi-

nal proceedings, either under this act or the criminal law of 

any State: And provided further, Th at a judgment for the pen-

alty in favor of the party aggrieved, or a judgment upon an 

indictment, shall be a bar to either prosecution respectively.

Sec. 3. Th at the district and circuit courts of the United 

States shall have, exclusively of the courts of the several States, 

cognizance of all crimes and off enses against, and violations 

of, the provisions of this act; and actions for the penalty given 

by the preceding section may be prosecuted in the territorial, 

district, or circuit courts of the United State[s] wherever the 

defendant may be found, without regard to the other party; 

and the district attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals of 

the United States, and commissioners appointed by the cir-

cuit and territorial courts of the United States, with powers 

of arresting and imprisoning or bailing off enders against the 

laws of the United States, are hereby specially authorized and 

required to institute proceedings against every person who 

shall violate the provisions of this act, and cause him to be 

arrested and imprisoned or bailed, as the case may be, for trial 

before such court of the United States, or territorial court, as 

by law has cognizance of the off ense, except in respect of the 

right of action accruing to the person aggrieved; and such dis-

trict attorneys shall cause such proceedings to be prosecuted 

to their termination as in other cases: Provided, Th at nothing 

contained in this section shall be construed to deny or defeat 

any right of civil action accruing to any person, whether by 

reason of this act or otherwise; and any district attorney who 

shall willfully fail to institute and prosecute the proceed-

ings herein required, shall, for every such off ense, forfeit and 

pay the sum of fi ve hundred dollars to the person aggrieved 

thereby, to be recovered by an action of debt, with full costs, 

and shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a mis-

demeanor, and be fi ned not less than one thousand nor more 

than fi ve thousand dollars: And provided further, Th at a judg-

ment for the penalty in favor of the party aggrieved against 

any such district attorney, or a judgment upon an indictment 

against any such district attorney, shall be a bar to either pros-

ecution respectively.

Sec. 4. Th at no citizen possessing all other qualifi cations 

which are or may be prescribed by law shall be disqualifi ed 

for service as grand or petit juror in any court of the United 

States, or of any State, on account of race, color, or previ-

ous condition of servitude; and any offi  cer or other person 

charged with any duty in the selection or summoning of ju-

rors who shall exclude or fail to summon any citizen for the 

cause aforesaid shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor, and be fi ned not more than fi ve thousand 

dollars.

Sec. 5. Th at all cases arising under the provisions of this 

act in the courts of the United States shall be reviewable by 

the Supreme Court of the United States, without regard to 

the sum in controversy, under the same provisions and reg-

ulations as are now provided by law for the review of other 

causes in said court.

Approved, March 1, 1875.
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