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Book I

Chapter 44

Such, then, was his general character towards all. But he exercised a peculiar care over
the church of God: and whereas, in the several provinces there were some who differed from
each other in judgment, he, like some general bishop constituted by God, convened synods of his
ministers. Nor did he disdain to be present and sit with them in their assembly, but bore a share
in their deliberations, ministering to all that pertained to the peace of God. He took his seat, too,
in the midst of them, as an individual amongst many, dismissing his guards and soldiers, and all
whose duty it was to defend his person; but protected by the fear of God, and surrounded by the
guardianship of his faithful friends. Those whom he saw inclined to a sound judgment, and
exhibiting a calm and conciliatory temper, received his high approbation, for he evidently
delighted in a general harmony of sentiment; while he regarded the unyielding wills aversion....

Book III

Chapter 6

Then as if to bring a divine array against this enemy, he convoked a general council, and
invited the speedy attendance of bishops from all quarters, in letters expressive of the honorable
estimation in which he held them. Nor was this merely the issuing of a bare command but the
emperor's good will contributed much to its being carried into effect: for he allowed some the
use of the public means of conveyance, while he afforded to others an ample supply of horses for
their transport. The place, too, selected for the synod, the city Nicaea in Bithynia (named from
"Victory"), was appropriate to the occasion. As soon then as the imperial injunction was
generally made known, all with the utmost willingness hastened thither, as though they would
outstrip one another in a race; for they were impelled by the anticipation of a happy result to the
conference, by the hope of enjoying present peace, and the desire of beholding something new
and strange in the person of so admirable an emperor. Now when they were all assembled, it
appeared evident that the proceeding was the work of God, inasmuch as men who had been most
widely separated, not merely in sentiment but also personally, and by difference of country,
place, and nation, were here brought together, and comprised within the walls of a single city,
forming as it were a vast garland of priests, composed of a variety of the choicest flowers....

Chapter 10

Now when the appointed day arrived on which the council met for the final solution of
the questions in dispute, each member was present for this in the central building of the palace,
which appeared to exceed the rest in magnitude. On each side of the interior of this were many
seats disposed in order, which were occupied by those who had been invited to attend, according
to their rank. As soon, then, as the whole assembly had seated themselves with becoming
orderliness, a general silence prevailed, in expectation of the emperor's arrival. And first of all,
three of his immediate family entered in succession, then others also preceded his approach, not
of the soldiers or guards who usually accompanied him, but only friends in the faith. And now,
all rising at the signal which indicated the emperor's entrance, at last he himself proceeded
through the midst of the assembly, like some heavenly messenger of God, clothed in raiment
which glittered as it were with rays of light, reflecting the glowing radiance of a purple robe, and



adorned with the brilliant splendor of gold and precious stones. Such was the external
appearance of his person; and with regard to his mind, it was evident that he was distinguished
by piety and godly fear. This was indicated by his downcast eyes, the blush on his countenance,
and his gait. For the rest of his personal excellencies, he surpassed all present in height of stature
and beauty of form, as well as in majestic dignity of mien, and invincible strength and vigor. All
these graces, united to a suavity of manner, and a serenity becoming his imperial station,
declared the excellence of his mental qualities to be above all praise. As soon as he had advanced
to the upper end of the seats, at first he remained standing, and when a low chair of wrought gold
had been set for him, he waited until the bishops had beckoned to him, and then sat down, and
after him the whole assembly did the same.

Chapter 11

The bishop who occupied the chief place in the right division of the assembly then rose,
and, addressing the emperor, delivered a concise speech, in a strain of thanksgiving to Almighty
God on his behalf. When he had resumed his seat, silence ensued, and all regarded the emperor
with fixed attention; on which he looked serenely round on the assembly with a cheerful aspect,
and, having collected his thoughts, in a calm and gentle tone gave utterance to the following
words:

Chapter 12

"It was once my chief desire, dearest friends, to enjoy the spectacle of your united presence; and now that
this desire is fulfilled, I feel myself bound to render thanks to God the universal King, because, in addition to all his
other benefits, he has granted me a blessing higher than all the rest, in permitting me to see you not only all
assembled together, but all united in a common harmony of sentiment. I pray therefore that no malignant adversary
may henceforth interfere to mar our happy state; I pray that, now the impious hostility of the tyrants has been
forever removed by the power of God our Saviour, that spirit who delights in evil may devise no other means for
exposing the divine law to blasphemous calumny; for, in my judgment, intestine strife within the Church of God, is
far more evil and dangerous than any kind of war or conflict; and these our differences appear to me more grievous
than any outward trouble. Accordingly, when, by the will and with the co-operation of God, I had been victorious
over my enemies, I thought that nothing more remained but to render thanks to him, and sympathize in the joy of
those whom he had restored to freedom through my instrumentality; as soon as I heard that intelligence which I had
least expected to receive, I mean the news of your dissension, I judged it to be of no secondary importance, but with
the earnest desire that a remedy for this evil also might be found through my means, I immediately sent to require
your presence. And now I rejoice in beholding your assembly; but I feel that my desires will be most completely
fulfilled when I can see you all united in one judgment, and that common spirit of peace and concord prevailing
amongst you all, which it becomes you, as consecrated to the service of God, to commend to others. Delay not, then,
dear friends: delay not, ye ministers of God, and faithful servants of him who is our common Lord and Saviour: begin
from this moment to discard the causes of that disunion which has existed among you, and remove the perplexities
of controversy by embracing the principles of peace. For by such conduct you will at the same time be acting in a
manner most pleasing to the supreme God, and you will confer an exceeding favor on me who am your fellow-
servant."

Chapter 13

As soon as the emperor had spoken these words in the Latin tongue, which another
interpreted, he gave permission to those who presided in the council to deliver their opinions. On
this some began to accuse their neighbors, who defended themselves, and recriminated in their
turn. In this manner numberless assertions were put forth by each party, and a violent
controversy arose at the very commencement. Notwithstanding this, the emperor gave patient
audience to all alike, and received every proposition with steadfast attention, and by occasionally
assisting the argument of each party in turn, he gradually disposed even the most vehement
disputants to a reconciliation. At the same time, by the affability of his address to all, and his use



of the Greek language, with which he was not altogether unacquainted, he appeared in a truly
attractive and amiable light, persuading some, convincing others by his reasonings, praising
those who spoke well, and urging all to unity of sentiment, until at last he succeeded in bringing
them to one mind and judgment respecting every disputed question....

Chapter 15
About this time he completed the twentieth year of his reign. On this occasion public festivals
were celebrated by the people of the provinces generally, but the emperor himself invited and
feasted with those ministers of God whom he had reconciled, and thus offered as it were through
them a suitable sacrifice to God. Not one of the bishops was wanting at the imperial banquet, the
circumstances of which were splendid beyond description. Detachments of the body-guard and
other troops surrounded the entrance of the palace with drawn swords, and through the midst of
these the men of God proceeded without fear into the innermost of the imperial apartments, in
which some were the emperor's own companions at table, while others reclined on couches
arranged on either side. One might have thought that a picture of Christ's kingdom was thus s



