
R&A  
Participation  
Report 2021.
Africa, Asia-Pacific,  
Canada, Latin America



249

16%

1,898,838

average number of  
registered golfers per course 

across the eight regions

of registered adult 
golfers are female across 

all markets

registered golfers in Asia,  
ranking highest region

2



Contents.

Introduction 4

Executive Summary and Analysis 6

Federation Statistics 17

Africa 18
Case Study: South Africa 30

Asia 35
Case Study: Hong Kong and Singapore 40

Canada 52

Caribbean 54

Central America 60
Case Study: Costa Rica 62

Middle-East 66

Oceania 72
Case Study: Australia 73

Case Study: New Zealand 78

South America 82
Case Study: Argentina 83

Case Study: Paraguay 90

National Federation Statistical Summary 94

Glossary 99

3



Introduction.

Welcome to  
The R&A Participation 
Report 2021 providing 
an overview of the 
state of golf from 
national federations 
affiliated to The R&A 
in Africa, Asia, Canada, 
the Caribbean, Central 
America, the Middle 
East, Oceania, and 
South America.

We gathered and collated this 
data in 2020, a year in which every 
facet of society was affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but we 
believe this work is important so 
that we can establish a benchmark 
of the latest data on participation 
and facilities. The measures 
introduced by governments to 
mitigate the pandemic has seen 
countries around the world placed 
into periods of lockdown and 
for golf that has meant courses 
and facilities being required to 
close and golfers unable to play 
recreationally and competitively 
during parts of the year. 

The pandemic has impacted on 
the working and social lives of 
millions of people around the world, 
resulting in changes to work-
life balance and the availability 
of social activities, including 
attendance at sports events and 
participation in leisure. Positively 
for golf it has been considered 
by many governments to be an 
activity that can be enjoyed safely 
outdoors during the pandemic and 
there has been a surge in demand 
for golf course tee-times in many 
markets as golfers seek to enjoy its 
many social and health benefits.

The R&A has undertaken research 
to understand this trend so that 
steps can be taken within the 
sport to ensure that demand 
for golf continues to remain 
high beyond the pandemic by 

attracting and retaining new 
players, while encouraging lapsed 
golfers back into playing again. 

This report looks largely at the 
situation before the outbreak  
of the pandemic and so is an 
excellent benchmark – it is the 
first collection of this data for 
many of the countries reported 
on – on the state of golf in these 
key regions around the world. 

Golf provides many social and 
health benefits and it is something 
that we have been strongly 
promoting in our activities. It 
offers a wonderful opportunity 
for social interaction and physical 
activity, while delivering real 
fun and relaxation for families 
and friends. Golf is critical to 
support our mental fitness as 
well as our physical fitness. 

There are many examples in this 
report of initiatives that illustrate 
how national federations have 
been developing and growing the 
sport, ensuring engagement and 
opportunity and encouraging 
diversity throughout communities 
in these countries. Many of these 
federations have signed up to 
our Women in Golf Charter and 
a number of the case studies, 
from the Pink Birdies in Costa 
Rica to Flexiclub in New Zealand, 
have provided successful models 
for others to replicate in order 
to encourage more women 
and girls into playing golf.
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These programmes also 
promote shorter formats of 
golf which allow the sport to 
be enjoyed by participants who 
desire less time-consuming 
leisure and entertainment 
activities in their lives. 

To fully understand the impact of 
these initiatives, it is important to 
measure and monitor participation 
amongst all golfers – from the 
beginner in the sport to the new 
or established club player and 
finally to national squad members. 
This report brings the information 
together from these regions for the 
first time and The R&A is committed 
to making this available to the wider 
golfing and sporting community.

The analysis on the markets 
included in this report supplements 
the study on the European 
countries affiliated to The 
R&A published in 2020. Martin Slumbers

Chief Executive, The R&A

“Golf provides many 
social and health 
benefits and it is 
something that we 
have been strongly 
promoting in our 
activities. It offers a 
wonderful opportunity 
for social interaction 
and physical activity, 
whilst delivering real 
fun and relaxation for 
families and friends.”
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There are seven case studies 
highlighted in this report from 
Central and South America, to 
Africa, to Asia and Australasia. 
There are many more case 
studies from around the world 
that we could also have chosen. 
I do encourage you to read, learn 
and absorb these success stories 
and we hope they inspire you 
to develop golf and positively 
influence the growth of golf where 
you can. Enjoy the report. 
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Executive 
Summary and 
Analysis.
Global Golf Comparative Performance

It is estimated there are over 31 million golfers playing the sport on 
more than 12,600 full length golf courses in the eight monitored 
regions in this report which illustrates how important golf is in terms 
of overall sport participation and as an economic generator for these 
markets. Over three million of these golfers are registered players 
with the national federations in these countries. 

*European markets affiliated to  
The R&A reported in European 
Participation 2019 publication

*Total golfers being the estimated aggregated number of 
registered and independent golfers to be primarily playing 
full length courses across the eight monitored regions 

This new report is the first time that 
The R&A has looked to benchmark 
the state of golf amongst its 
Affiliates around the world outside 
of Europe.* Countries included 
in the report are R&A Affiliates 
based on geographical location 
and are grouped according to the 
ISO definition resulting in a few 
member nations of the European 
Golf Association (EGA) being 
reproduced in this regional analysis. 

Whilst golf’s participation rates 
may be a small proportion 
of the overall aggregated 
population of 5.85 billion in these 
regions, it is estimated that 
over 31 million individuals are 
involved in the sport of which 
over three million are affiliated 
to the national federations. 

The report looks at total golfers* in 
102 markets across eight regions, 

but with the main focus being on 
registered golfers to the national 
federation which is actively 
monitored by these R&A Affiliates. 
The areas covered include Africa, 
Asia, Canada, the Caribbean, 
Central America, the Middle East, 
Oceania and South America. All 
countries in these areas fall under 
the jurisdiction of The R&A. 

golf courses being  
played on

registered golfers

million

estimated total golfers 
enjoying the sport*

million
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Asia leads the way with 
almost 1.9 million registered 
players, followed by Oceania 
at over 600,000 and then 
Canada at over 285,000. 

Registered golfers are those 
who are affiliated to national 
federations through golf club 
membership or direct federation 
membership, whereas total 
golfers covers not only registered 
golfers but also independent or 
nomadic golfers who play on full 
length golf courses but are not 
club members or affiliated to 
national federations. Total golfers 
is therefore the aggregation of 
registered and non-registered 
players and accounts for over 
31 million individuals in this report. 

The R&A fully recognises there 
are many other popular ways of 
being involved in the sport, aside 
from playing on a full length golf 
course, including driving ranges, 
pitch & putt, golf simulator usage, 
gamification and Adventure 
Golf. When combined with total 
golfers, these other ways of 
experiencing the sport provide 
a measure of Golf Actives, and 
significantly increase the overall 
size of the golfing landscape. 

A full analysis of Golf Actives and 
the broader golfing landscape is 
not covered in this report as the 
level of detail and monitoring 
required to accurately measure 
this involvement has not been 
undertaken by the national 
federations or The R&A. However, 
it is clear from those markets 
in Europe where this has been 
undertaken sees an active 
involvement in the sport increase by 
as much as three times the level of 
the total golfer numbers recorded.  

This report concentrates on 
countries affiliated to The R&A 
outside of Europe. Across the 
countries covered are a total of 
12,633 courses, the data for which 
has been sourced by The R&A 
through its ‘Golf Around the World’ 
publication which explores golf’s 
global supply of golf courses, 
existing and under development, 
and produced with the National 
Golf Foundation (NGF).

Golf allows active participation 
by people of all ages, genders 
and backgrounds and has a 
truly international footprint. The 
national federations from all of the 
featured regions have been growing 
grassroots participation and 
developing elite players who appear 
on the world’s leading amateur 
and professional golf stages. Golf’s 
reach, participation and influence 
is growing – providing physical and 
mental health benefits to millions 
of players, as well as supporting the 
sustainability of diverse habitats 
and ecological environments. 

Using a combination of data 
provided by national federations, 
governing bodies and industry 
golf specialists, and with the use 
of case studies to highlight best 
practices for growing the sport 
as well as characterising this 
data, this report provides insight 
into the importance of golf and 
showcases the opportunities for 
its development in the future.

Also included in the report is 
important information relating 
to elite level golfers and contact 
information and social media 
details across each of the individual 
countries monitored. This makes 
this the most comprehensive 
collection of national federation 
information collated and 
presented for the sport. 

As this is the first time analysis 
at this level has been attempted, 
not all information is currently 
monitored by each national 
federation or country, and the 
report only includes that data that 
has been provided to The R&A or 
has been sourced from The IGF 
(International Golf Federation) and 
industry experts. Data calculations 
have been made based on the 
information available and include 
some estimations agreed with 
the national federations. The final 
report is believed to accurately 
reflect the state of golf within the 
regions that have been covered.

The report also details a number of 
case studies where participation 
initiatives have been growing the 
sport or are in place and have 
helped in changing the perceptions, 
attitudes and playing profiles of 
golfers around the world. These 
case studies include researching 
the value of golf in Hong Kong 
and Singapore, the introduction 
of Flexiclub for a simpler, more 
affordable and less binding golf and 
golf club membership experience 
in New Zealand, the introduction 
of female focused participation 
initiatives in Argentina and the ‘Pink 
Birdies’ programme in Costa Rica, as 
well as how golf is creating a path for 
success for children in underprivileged 
communities in South Africa.

“Golf’s reach, participation 
and influence is growing 
– providing physical and 
mental health benefits 
to millions of players, as 
well as supporting the 
sustainability oaf diverse 
habitats and ecological 
environments.”

7



Total registered golfers by market 2020

In total, there are six markets with 
over 200,000 registered golfers. 
Asia holds the top two markets 
in Japan and China which have 
the highest number of registered 
golfers with over 629,000 and 
520,000 respectively. These are 
followed by Australia with almost 
384,000, Canada with over 
285,000 and then New Zealand 

with over 223,000. South Korea 
has over 7.7 million total golfers 
although registered golfers are 
a smaller proportion of total 
players in this market at 214,000. 

These six markets account for 
almost 2.6 million registered 
golfers or 72% of the total 
monitored markets.

The region with the highest total 
is Asia with over 1.89 million 
registered golfers accounting 
for 61% of the total.

In total, of those Affiliates able 
to provide measurable numbers, 
the number of registered 
players is over 3.1 million. 

of registered golfers in the 
total monitored markets 
are made up by these six

16
2

4

3

5

1 Japan, Asia 629,000

2 China, Asia 520,000

3 Australia, Oceania 384,000

4 Canada 285,000

5 New Zealand, Oceania 223,000

6 South Korea, Asia 214,000

are in Asia, with the  
highest region total  
of over 1,890,000
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Total golfers

It is estimated there are over 
31 million golfers across all 
102 markets who are involved in 
the sport. With over 23.3 million 
players, Asia has the highest 
number of total golfers and makes 
up 75% of the total followed by 
5.7 million total players in Canada 
and then almost 1.4 million in 
Oceania. There are also significant 
differences across the regions 
when comparing the proportion 
of registered golfers against the 
total number of golfers accounted 
for – with South America leading 
with 62% of total golfers being 
registered followed by 53% in the 
Caribbean and over 44% in Oceania. 

In comparison, registered golfers 
only account for 8% of total 
golfers across Asia and 5% in 
Canada. This is reflective of the 
nature of the infrastructure and 
development of golf in these 
regions – with Asia for example, 
having a greater proportion and 
presence of driving ranges and golf 
simulator venues for players to be 
actively involved in the sport. 

The top 12 markets within the 
monitored Affiliates outside of 
Europe account for 30.6 million or 
98% of total golfers across these 
regions. Japan with 8.8 million 
is the leading country closely 
followed by South Korea with 
7.7 million, and these two Asian 
countries account for over 50% 
of total golfers across The R&A 
Affiliates outside of Europe. 

1 Japan, Asia 8,820,000

2 South Korea, Asia 7,700,000

3 Canada 5,700,000

4 China, Asia 5,000,000

5 Chinese Taipei, Asia 880,000 *

6 Australia, Oceania 877,900

7 New Zealand, Oceania 482,000

8 South Africa, Africa 350,000

9 Malaysia, Asia 300,000

10 India, Asia 200,000

11 Thailand, Asia 150,000

12 Argentina, South America 100,000

Top 12 R&A Affiliates (excluding Europe) by market 
for Total Golfers

*Estimate provided by Chinese Taipei Golf Association

Asia has seven of the top 
12 markets, with Oceania delivering 
two and 1.4 million golfers and 
4.4% of total golfers, and then 
Canada, and one country each 
in Africa and South America. 

The R&A is aware that an active 
involvement in golf can occur in 
many different formats and at 
many different venues – from 
driving ranges, to pitch & putt 

courses; from Adventure Golf to 
indoor golf simulators; as well as 
initiatives to play on full length 
golf courses from six holes to nine 
holes or to a full 18 holes, as well as 
other local options in-between. 

These are all valid routes to 
being active in the sport and are 
influenced by the historic level of 
involvement and infrastructure for 
the sport in the different markets. 
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Total Golfers by region – player numbers

Asia 23,301,000

Canada  5,700,000

Oceania 1,372,000

Africa 439,000

South America 204,000

Middle East 26,000

Caribbean 18,000

Central America 9,000

Canada
18.3%

Oceania
4.4%

South 
America

0.7%
Africa
1.4%

Middle 
East
0.1%

Caribbean
0.1%

Central 
America

0.03%

Asia
75%

Total golfers

Golf can be played in many other 
formats and at other golf facilities 
and efforts are being made to 
broaden this diverse offering on a 
global scale. The growth of driving 
ranges with tracking monitors and 
gamification offers is part of the 
future development of the sport 
expected across all regions.

Whilst most of these active players 
of golf in different formats will 
not be known to the national 
federations as they will not be 
registered as either a member of a 
golf club or affiliated to the national 
federation, they are individuals 
who are being introduced to the 
sport. As such, embracing and 
encouraging these players to stay in 
the sport, to try golf on a full length 
or par-3 course, is part of a strategy 
that will ensure the sport remains 
diverse, remains vibrant, and 
becomes increasingly successful 
and robust for years to come. 

Total Golfers by region – percentage
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Golfers as a proportion of the population

Across almost all markets the 
percentage of registered golfers 
as a proportion of the population 
is low. Currently only four markets 
have more than 1% of the national 
population registered as golfers 
with New Zealand and Golf NZ 
having the greatest up-take with 
4.6% followed by Bermuda with 
3.9%, the Cook Islands with 1.6%, 
and Australia with 1.5%. Both 
Bermuda and the Cook Islands 
have small national populations 
where tourism is a major source 
of business revenue. Golf is an 
important aspect of this income 
source and hence player numbers 
as a proportion of population are 
higher than many other markets.

It is important to consider that 
the registered golfer market is not 
indicative of golf as a whole in 
each country. Those golfers who 
are not registered are often termed 
as independent or nomadic golfers 
and are those players who could be 
the most likely to be encouraged 
to play more frequently or play 
on a full length golf course. 

It is these golfing participants who 
could be most easily encouraged 
to become golf club members 
and hence registered players or 
who could be better embraced by 
the national federations through 
initiatives such as Golf NZ’s Flexiclub 
– case study later in this report. 

The independent or nomadic golfer 
is included in the total golfer number 
which is the traditional comparative 
metric used to monitor  player 
numbers internationally, and is 
largely representative of total full 
length course players – 6, 9, or  
18-hole – in each market. However, 
in some markets where driving range 
use is dominant then a measure 
of regular driving range players is 
included in the total golfer analysis. 

When you look at these total 
golfers as a percentage of the 
population, then Canada has the 
highest proportion of the national 
population as active golfers at 15.2% 
followed by South Korea with 14.9%, 
and then New Zealand at 9.8% and 
Japan at 7.0% of the population.   

of the national population 
of Canada are active 
golfers – the highest 
country rate of all the 
eight regions

Markets with more than 1% of the national population as registered golfers 

New Zealand

Bermuda

The Cook Islands

Australia

0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5%

4.6%

3.9%

1.6%

1.5%

Independent golfers play golf by 
paying a green fee at different 
golf courses in their own market or 
when playing in another country 
on a golfing break or holiday. There 
will also be a number of golfers 
whose active involvement in golf is 
only through driving ranges, par-3 
courses, pitch & putt, Adventure 
Golf putting experiences or indoor 
golf simulators. All of these 
activities get potential players into 
a golf environment and expose 
them to the fundamentals of the 
sport and are legitimate channels 
to recruit new players to golf.
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Player demand on golf courses – 
average registered golfers  
per golf course

Given the variations in cultures 
and infrastructures, countries will 
have varying capacities to absorb 
golfers into their community. 

There are eight markets with over 
500 registered golfers per course. 
Singapore has the highest ratio of 
registered golfers per course with 
1,429 players, followed by Hong 
Kong with 954 and Venezuela with 
871 registered golfers per course. 

There are also some markets 
where registered golfer figures 
do not reflect the golf course 
infrastructure provided. This can 
be for a few reasons, including 
where golf courses and the golf 
infrastructure is more designed 
for an inbound tourism market, or 
where a large number of alternative 
formats allows for multiple ways 
to engage with golf, for example 
where driving ranges and simulator 
golf are popular formats.

Golf courses

According to The R&A Golf Around 
the World study produced by the 
National Golf Foundation (NGF) 
of America, there are a total of 
12,633 golf courses, including 
9-hole, 18-hole and other full 
length golf course facilities 
in the markets monitored.  

Golf Around the World is the most 
comprehensive measurement 
of golf courses available and 
across the regions there are 1,013 
golf courses in Africa, 6,111 in 
Asia, 2,564 in Canada, 87 in the 
Caribbean, 35 in Central America, 
69 in the Middle East, 2,037 in 
Oceania and 717 in South America. 

There are only five markets from 
The R&A Affiliates outside of 
Europe that have over 500 golf 
courses. Japan is the country with 
the highest number of courses 
with 3,140 golf courses followed 
by Canada (2,564) and Australia 
(1,584), with the other two markets 
with over 500 golf courses being 
South Korea (810), and China (617 
estimated). These five markets 
account for 8,715 courses or 69% of 
the total reported in Golf Around 
the World for monitored Affiliate 
countries outside of Europe. 

The average number of total 
registered golfers per course is 249 
players, with 20 markets or 24% (only 
taking into account those that have 
submitted registered golfer numbers) 
having more than the average. 

Markets with  
over 500 registered 
golfers per course

Markets outside 
Europe with over  
500 golf courses

Japan 3,140

Canada 2,564

Australia 1,584

South Korea 810

China 617

Singapore 1,429

Hong Kong 954

Venezuela 871

China 843

Malaysia 753

Chinese Taipei 699

Israel 544

New Zealand 537
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Female and  
junior golf

Golf is a family sport and can be 
played by different age groups 
and different genders together. 
There are many initiatives around 
the world focused on encouraging 
more women and girls – and hence 
more families – to be actively 
involved. Golf is a sport that 
is trying to be more inclusive 
and more balanced. Increasing 
female participation levels and 
growing junior involvement will 
enable the sport’s family-focus 
to be realised and ensure a more 
diverse sport in the future. 

Golf has traditionally been played 
more by male golfers and across all 
eight regions the sport is currently 
male-dominated. In Asia, for 
example, 86% of registered adult 
golfers are male. Canada is the only 
region where the rate falls below 
80 to 76%. 

There are a number of initiatives 
being championed by national 
federations to change this picture 
whether as part of The R&A’s Women 
in Golf Charter, or as local initiatives. 
There are case studies featured 
in Argentina, Costa Rica and New 
Zealand considered as some of the 
best practices being trialled. 

Across these monitored markets, 
there are currently over 460,000 
registered women golfers, which 
account for 16% of total adult 
golfers measured. 

There are five national federations 
where registered women golfers 
account for more than 30% of total 
adult golfers and 13 markets with 
25% or above. Chinese Taipei has 
the highest percentage with 44%, 
followed by Nigeria with 35% and 
Morocco with 34%. Of the more 
established golfing markets, the 
country with the highest percentage 
of women golfers is Canada with 

24%. Australia and China are the 
markets with the highest number of 
registered women golfers with over 
74,000 and 70,000 respectively. 

The markets that currently have 
the lowest proportion of registered 
women golfers are Belize and Libya 
where there are no adult female 
registered players, followed by India 
and Pakistan with only one percent. 

Women and  
junior % of  

registered golfers 
across monitored 

markets

16% 
Women
(460,000)

8% 
Junior
(257,000)

“One of the more highly developed markets that 
has a significant opportunity for increasing the 
proportion and number of women golfers is Japan 
with 60,000 registered female players but who 
only account for 10% of the total registered adult 
golfers in the country.”
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One of the more highly developed 
markets that has a significant 
opportunity for increasing the 
proportion and number of women 
golfers is Japan with 60,000 
registered female players but 
who only account for 10% of the 
total registered adult golfers in 
the country.

There are also a number of initiatives 
that focus on increasing the number 
of junior golfers. This is consistent 
with the sport becoming more 
family focused and also ensuring 
that golf has a sustainable future. 
A powerful case study on attracting 
junior players from a disadvantaged 
background can be seen in South 
Africa which explains how the 
federation is encouraging a diverse 
group of junior players with different 
backgrounds and experiences to try 
the sport.

With the markets that are able to 
monitor and record junior players, 
there are currently almost 257,000 
junior registered golfers that 
account for eight percent of total 
registered players. 

Of this total, 166,000 or 65% are 
boys and there are 90,000 girl 
players – or 35% of the total. This 
indicates a better gender balance 
than is the case for registered 
adult golfers. 

The majority of these registered 
juniors are in Asia with 203,000 
players or 79% of the total juniors 
monitored. The majority of the 
remainder of junior players are in 
Oceania – with just over 18,500 
registered, and in Canada with just 
over 14,000 registered junior golfers. 

The leading market for registered 
junior golfers is China with 170,000 
– which account for a third of all 
registered players in the country. 
This is significantly more than 
Canada which has the next highest 
at almost 14,200 with Australia 
following at just over 13,100. These 
three countries make up 77% of 
the total junior registered golfers 
monitored. 

Whilst generally coming from a 
very small base of overall players, 
the countries with the highest 
proportion of junior registered 
golfers as a proportion of total 
registered golfers are Jordan 
(60%), Libya (60%), Armenia (45%), 
Sri Lanka (44%), Afghanistan (43%) 
and Turkey (41%). 

There are clear opportunities 
to grow the number of junior 
players in all markets. 

“The leading market for 
registered junior golfers 
is China with 170,000 – 
which account for a third 
of all registered players 
in the country. ”

Female and  
junior golf (continued)

Photo courtesy of Andy Hiseman / Harewood Downs GC
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National federation staff,  
board and committee members

National federations are multi-
faceted and complex and require 
input from multiple groups in 
order to function, including the 
staff members themselves, 
and individuals at board and 
committee member level. There 
are currently over 3,200 people 
working at these levels in the 
Affiliate markets monitored 
outside of Europe, and each is 
vital in creating and enabling the 
infrastructure for golf to function 
in their respective countries.

Of the national federations that 
provided information on these 
areas, there are more than 850 staff 
members (71% are full time), just 
under 950 board members and just 
under 1,400 committee members.

In order to create a golfing structure 
that enables and promotes 
women’s golf, it is important to 
ensure that women are included 
in the decision making process. 

As such, recruiting women at 
staff, board and committee 
level is extremely important – 
although representation varies 
at these different levels. 

“Representation by 
women is highest at 
the national federation 
staffing level. They 
represent 41% of the 
full time workforce and 
36% of the part time 
workforce.”

of federation board 
membership is made up 
of women

Photo courtesy of Dreamland Golf Club / Andy Hiseman

Representation by women is 
highest at the national federation 
staffing level. They represent 41% of 
the full time workforce and 36% of 
the part time workforce. Twenty five 
countries currently have 50% or 
higher female representation 
at full time employment level 
– and 15 countries have 50% 
or higher female staffing levels 
for part time contracts.

Women are much less represented 
at committee level, where they 
make up 23% of committee 
members. Currently, there are only 
six countries that have 50% or more 
representation rates, and there 
are eight countries which have no 
women committee members at all.

Board level currently has the 
lowest representation of female 
members. Women make up 15% 
of board members, a very similar 
representation rate to the registered 
adult female golfer landscape. Just 
four countries have a 50% or higher 
proportion of women at board level, 
and there are 26 countries with no 
women board members at all.
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Golf’s Bright Future

This is the first report from The R&A 
on the state of golf amongst its 
Affiliates and international markets 
across the regions of Africa, Asia, 
Canada, the Caribbean, Central 
America, the Middle East, Oceania 
and South America. The collation of 
numbers for total registered golfers, 
golf facilities and golf courses, 
and including national federation 
contact information is an important 
landmark in understanding the 
state of golf from the Affiliates’ 
perspective and illustrating clearly 
that golf is a truly global sport. 

Whilst total registered golfers at 
just over 3.1 million – or even total 
golfers at just under 31.1 million – 
represents only a small proportion 
of the total aggregated national 
populations at 0.06% and 0.5% 
respectively, it does indicate 
that the sport is embraced and 
recognised, and there is significant 
opportunity for growth for adult 
men and women players and 
junior boy and girl golfers. 

The infrastructure in many of the 
markets is not yet fully developed 
but at the same time in some 
Asian countries, there are many 
golfers involved mainly through 
driving ranges, golf simulators, and 
other formats and gamification 
elements for the sport. 

In all of these regions, the sport is 
being showcased by international 
professional and amateur events 
with many of the leading regional 
amateur events being organised 
and run by The R&A as part of its 
commitment to help grow the sport. 
These generate greater interest for 
local populations to get involved 
and themselves become active 
in some format of the game. 

The R&A has recognised that 
many participants – termed ‘Golf 
Actives’ – get involved in the 
sport through alternative and 
off-course routes such as driving 
ranges, simulators, pitch & putt, 
Adventure Golf, and gamification. 
Golf Actives includes all these forms 
of engagement with the sport as 
well as active involvement through 
full length golf course experiences. 
This broader involvement 

significantly increases the number 
of individuals participating in 
golf and the size of the golfing 
landscape beyond the 31M total 
golfers identified in this report.

Golf employs many thousands 
of individuals in the industry 
whether working at golf venues, 
with the manufacturers who 
produce the equipment for playing 
or enabling the sport, or who 
work in the national federations, 
agencies and organisations 
who promote the development 
of the sport at all levels. 

The potential exists to grow the 
sport further and increase per 
capita participation towards 
the rates seen in Canada, South 
Korea, New Zealand or Japan. 

There are challenges and 
opportunities to grow women 
and girls’ participation and while 
overall adult female participation 
of registered golfers is currently 
only 16% of total adult registered 
players, there are excellent initiatives 
and development opportunities as 
illustrated in the case studies in 
markets as diverse as Argentina, 
Costa Rica, Paraguay and New 
Zealand. With the strength of Asian 
players on the Women’s World Golf 
Rankings, the case for growing 
participation and involvement 
by women and girls in the sport 
across this region is strong.  

There are clear physical and 
mental health benefits from 
playing the sport and enabling 
golfers of different generations 
to exercise, play and compete 
together. This will allow the national 
federations to embrace the sport 
further and ensure golf continues 
to grow as a ‘sport for life’.

Photo courtesy of Golf New Zealand

Photo courtesy of Golf RSA

16

R&A Participation 
Report 2021

Executive Summary and Analysis



Federation
Statistics.
Total Market Summary

The R&A works closely with its Affi liates all around the world to develop 
and sustain the sport. Details on the national federations can be found 
below. This includes contact details of key individuals, key statistics 
relating to participation, diversity, and golf courses.

This is the fi rst report benchmarking 
the situation amongst The R&A 
Affi liates outside of Europe.

Countries are reported within 
their regional area – Africa, Asia, 
Canada, the Caribbean, Central 
America, the Middle East, Oceania 
and South America. Within each 
region, reporting is alphabetical. 
The countries monitored are those 
affi liated to The R&A. As such, there 
are some countries not included 

where the national federation is not 
part of The R&A affi liate network, 
or where there is no national 
federation for golf in existence.

As this is the fi rst time that this 
information has been gathered, 
there are some markets where the 
information is not collected under 
the normal course of operations. 
Where information is not available, 
it has been stated as ‘Not Available’ 
(‘n/a’) unless agreement on an 

estimate has been made and 
accepted by the national federation, 
The R&A and after evaluation 
by Sports Marketing Surveys. 

It is anticipated that as the collection 
of this information becomes 
more regular that the gaps in the 
information collated will reduce, 
and the picture and understanding 
will be more comprehensive. 

Comparisons between GAW and Affi liates course numbers.

In some cases, the number of golf courses affi liated to each federation is different to the total inventory of golf courses as detailed in 
The R&A’s Golf Around the World publication. This R&A initiative, working with the US-based National Golf Foundation, has for many years 
been monitoring the number of golf courses around the world that have over six holes per venue. In order to ensure consistency of reporting 
across the markets in The R&A’s jurisdiction, the Golf Around the World golf course numbers have been used in the calculation of the 
registered golfers per course across the monitored markets – which replicates the methodology in the report published in 2020 for Europe. 
In the federation statistics section, details have been provided by the national federations on the number of 18-hole, 9-hole and other golf 
courses affi liated to the federation. These numbers may not correlate completely with the total number of golf courses in each country as 
identifi ed by Golf Around the World.
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Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%

Region total population:*

954,584,216
Total number of golf courses:

1,013

Africa.
Region Summary

*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ALGERIAN GOLF FEDERATION 
 Centre des Federations Sportives-Cité Olympique, Mohamed Boudiaf-Dely, Brahim

Algeria

President: Mr. Salim Loukili
CEO/Secretary:

/Fédération-algérienne-de-
golf-1356326604513952
-

salimloukili20@gmail.com
+213553202894
-

43,053,054

- / -%

-1

600

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

600 / 0.001% 
17 Region ranking
60 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BOTSWANA GOLF UNION 
 P.O. Box 1033, Gaborone

Botswana

President: Modiri B Phuthego
CEO/Secretary: Bekezela Mbakile

-
-
-

hello@fecagolf.com
+237 2220 4968
-

2,303,697

10 / 2%

208

76

0 / 0 

- / -%- / -%

610 / 0.03% 
16 Region ranking
59 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

23 Region ranking
77 R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CAMEROON GOLF FEDERATION 
 Lot IB 43 Isoraka, Antananarivo

Cameroon

President: Ranaivo Andrianasolo
CEO/Secretary: Monique Noyon

-
-
-

soges@orange.mg
320714177
www.fecagolf.com

25,876,380

- / -%

-4

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO GOLF FEDERATION
 C/o GH Investment Immeuble Sofide, 2eme etage, croisement des avenues Ngabu & Kisangani, Commune Gombe, Kinshasa

Congo (Democratic Republic of)

President: Mr. Alain Nitu
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Jeannot Assida

-
-
-

alain.nitu@ghinvestment.net
+243 81 540 1140
-

86,790,567

- / -%

-2

277

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

553 / 0.001% 
18 Region ranking
61 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

EGYPTIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Stadium Street, Cairo International Stadium, Olympic Federations building, Cairo

Egypt

President: Ayman Hussain
CEO/Secretary: Yasser Kassem

/EgyptianGolfFederation
-
-

somargolf@gmail.com
+20 122-2141961
www.egyptiangolffederation.com

100,388,073

500 / 20%

4239

64

- / 25 

375 / 19%1,625 / 81%

2,500 / 0.002% 
8 Region ranking
32 R&A affiliates ranking

10 Region ranking
29 R&A affiliates ranking

6 Region ranking
17 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ESWATINI GOLF UNION
 P.O. Box 1739, Mbabane

Eswatini

President: Albert Mhlanga
CEO/Secretary: Harry Nxumalo

-
-
-

esgusecretariat@gmail.com
+268 76063614
-

1,148,130

17 / 3%

148

85

6 / 4 

75 / 11%585 / 89%

677 / 0.06% 
15 Region ranking
57 R&A affiliates ranking

20 Region ranking
59 R&A affiliates ranking

22 Region ranking
72 R&A affiliates ranking

21



Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GAMBIA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Drameh Kunda opposite Bakau Health Centre, Fajara, KMC

Gambia (The)

President: Mr. Ebrima Jawara
CEO/Secretary: Mr Modou Drameh

/Gambia-Golf-Association-
634373219960739
/Gambia_Golf

gambia.golfassociation@yahoo.com
+2207811118
www.gambiagolfassociation.com

2,347,706

62 / 38%

232

81

- / 1 

27 / 27%73 / 73%

162 / 0.01% 
24 Region ranking
80 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
7 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
7 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GABON GOLF FEDERATION
 P.O. Box 11.402, Libreville

Gabon

President: M. Cecile Poncet
CEO/Secretary: Léon-Paul Lobo

/Fédération-Gabonaise-de-
Golf-296334253896493
-

federationgabonaisedegolf@gmail.com
+2416511535
-

2,172,579

23 / 6%

125

74

- / 3 

90 / 26%258 / 74%

371 / 0.02% 
21 Region ranking
69 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
10 R&A affi liates ranking

17 Region ranking
49 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GHANA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Accra, Greater Accra, Ghana

Ghana

President: Michael O. Aggrey
CEO/Secretary: Francis 
Akwasi-Poku

/Ghana-Golf-
Association-224770927682486
-

ghanagolfassociation@gmail.com
+233302220046
www.ghanagolfassociation.org

30,417,856

500 / 17%

416

188

- / 15 

500 / 20%2,000 / 80%

3,000 / 0.01% 
7 Region ranking
33 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
22 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
23 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

IVORY COAST GOLF FEDERATION
 A26 BP 411 Abidjan 26, Abidjan

Ivory Coast

President: Koffi  Kouakou Laussin 
Emmanuel
CEO/Secretary: Stephane Lavri

-
-
-

fgolfci@gmail.com
+225 45999333
www.fgolf.com

25,716,544

130 / 26%

163

167

1 / 3 

20 / 5%350 / 95%

500 / 0.002% 
17 Region ranking
61 R&A affi liates ranking

19 Region ranking
64 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
13 R&A affi liates ranking

23



Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

LIBERIA GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 -

Liberia

President:
CEO/Secretary: 

-
-
-

cnoniyama@yahoo.com 
-
-

4,937,374

- / -%

-2

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

KENYA GOLF UNION
 4909 - 00100, Nairobi, Kenya

Kenya

President: Anthony Murage
CEO/Secretary: Vincent Wangombe

/Kenya-GOLF-Union-325058760924424
@kenyagolfunion
/Kenya Golf Union

kgu@iconnect.co.ke
+254722433723
www.kenyagolfunion.org

52,573,973

977 / 11%

3445

194

17 / 23 

1,200 / 16%6,537 / 84%

8,714 / 0.02% 
3 Region ranking
23 R&A affi liates ranking

12 Region ranking
40 R&A affi liates ranking

12 Region ranking
33 R&A affi liates ranking

24
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

LIBYAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Federation sports building - Gorgi, Tripoli

Libya

President: Salem Musa
CEO/Secretary: Husain Aboargoup

-
-
-

Libyangolff@gmail.com
+218925024810
-

6,777,452

200 / 60%

124

84

2 / 0 

0 / 0%136 / 100%

336 / 0.005% 
22 Region ranking
70 R&A affiliates ranking

22 Region ranking
81 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
2 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

MADAGASCAR GOLF FEDERATION
 Lot IB 43 Isoraka, Antananarivo

Madagascar

President: Ranaivo Andrianasolo
CEO/Secretary: Monique Noyon

-
-
-

soges@orange.mg
+261320714177
www.fmgolf.org

26,969,307

20 / 8%

1005

50

3 / 2 

50 / 22%180 / 78%

250 / 0.001% 
23 Region ranking
75 R&A affiliates ranking

7 Region ranking
18 R&A affiliates ranking

15 Region ranking
40 R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

MAURITIUS GOLF FEDERATION
 Barachois Estate, Tamarin, Black River

Mauritius

President: Mr. Yannick Merven
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Christian Ip

/MauritiusGolfFederation
-
-

admin@mgf.mu
+230 483 1523
www.mgf.mu

1,265,711

46 / 4%

-15

83

2 / 11 

228 / 19%967 / 81%

1,241 / 0.1% 
11 Region ranking
42 R&A affi liates ranking

9 Region ranking
26 R&A affi liates ranking

20 Region ranking
66 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF UNION OF MALAWI
 Blantyre Sports Club, Blantyre

Malawi

President: Justice Ken Manda
CEO/Secretary: Medson Roka

-
-
-

president@guom.org
+265888957847
www.guom.org

18,628,747

117 / 16%

5512

61

1 / 12 

150 / 25%460 / 75%

727 / 0.004% 
14 Region ranking
55 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
13 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
24 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ROYAL MOROCCAN GOLF FEDERATION
 32 Lotissement Soumia, Souissi, Rabat

Morocco

President: His Royal Highness 
Prince Moulay Rachid
CEO/Secretary: Abdellatif Idmahamma

/FRMgolf
-
/FRMGolf

frmg@frmg.ma
+212661216352
www.frmg.ma

36,471,769

1,047 / 16%

1661

110

15 / 31 

1,914 / 34%3,727 / 66%

6,688 / 0.02% 
4 Region ranking
27 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
3 R&A affi liates ranking

10 Region ranking
27 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

NAMIBIA GOLF FEDERATION
 P.O. Box 86023, WIndhoek

Namibia

President: Janneman Brand
CEO/Secretary: Brenda Lens

/Namibia-Golf-
Federation-1157535731050187
-

brenda@iway.na
+264811558888
-

2,494,530

108 / 7%

1114

118

1 / 13 

195 / 13%1,347 / 87%

1,650 / 0.07% 
9 Region ranking
38 R&A affi liates ranking

16 Region ranking
52 R&A affi liates ranking

16 Region ranking
48 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SENEGAL GOLF FEDERATION
 C/o GCPA route des Almadies, Dakar

Senegal

President: Baidy Agne
CEO/Secretary: Youhanidou 
B. Wane

-
-
-

Fedesenegolf@gmail.com
+221776581533
www.Sengolf.com

16,296,364

15 / 4%

03

138

2 / 2 

50 / 13%350 / 88%

415 / 0.003% 
20 Region ranking
66 R&A affi liates ranking

17 Region ranking
53 R&A affi liates ranking

21 Region ranking
68 R&A affi liates ranking

NIGERIA GOLF FEDERATION/LADIES GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA
 Gymnastic Building National Stadium Package B Abuja, FCT, Federal Capital

Nigeria

President: (NGF) Prince Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola / (LGAN) Susan Cole-Kotas
CEO/Secretary: (NGF) Almu Umar 
Lambu / (LGAN) Erebi Onyekwere

nigeriagolffederation@yahoo.com
+2348189826938
www.nigeriagolffederation.org

ladiesgolfasssociationofnigeria
@gmail.com
+2348033117624

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

200,963,599

2,500 / 3%

4855

200

37 / 62 

3,000 / 35%5,500 / 65%

11,000 / 0.005% 
2 Region ranking
22 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
2 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
15 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SIERRA LEONE GOLF FEDERATION 
 -

Sierra Leone

President:
CEO/Secretary:

-
-
-

Freetown.golfclub@gmail.com
-
-

7,813,215

- / -%

-2

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SEYCHELLES GOLF FEDERATION
 Eden Island, Victoria, Mahe

Seychelles

President: Randy Bradley
CEO/Secretary:

/SeychellesGF
-
-

seychellesgolffederation@gmail.com
+2482597454
-

97,625

6 / 4%

102

78

1 / 1 

20 / 13%130 / 87%

156 / 0.16% 
25 Region ranking
82 R&A affiliates ranking

15 Region ranking
50 R&A affiliates ranking

18 Region ranking
64 R&A affiliates ranking
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Developing a Path for Success.
South Africa:

Success may not always be 
reaching national or professional 
playing level, it can also mean 
developing a player from an 
underprivileged grassroots 
background and providing 
opportunities through golf 
where the child is educated and 
equipped with a broad range of 
life skills while their ambitions 
and dreams are nurtured. 

Taking on board valuable 
lessons learned over the last 20 
years – what works and what 
has not for player development 
– the South African Golf 
Development Board (SAGDB) has 
produced a ‘path of success’.

“From the outset, when the 
SAGDB was formed in 1999 by 

businessman Johann Rupert it was 
with the purpose of developing golf 
amongst children in under privileged 
communities,” notes Grant Hepburn, 
SAGDB Managing Director (and 
CEO of Golf RSA, the umbrella body 
for golf in South Africa). Golf RSA 
has been involved in supporting 
this initiative since day one. 

“The emphasis was placed on 
producing good players that could 
represent provincial and national 
teams. In addition to developing 
golf skills, there was an integrated 
focus on developing life skills and 
social skills through the intrinsic 
values of golf” explained Grant. 

So far, over 30,000 young 
golfers have been through 
the SAGDB programme. 

Given the number of 
South African players 
who can regularly be 
found on professional 
and amateur tournament 
leaderboards across the 
world, the focus on the 
development of golfers 
in South Africa from an 
early age is significant.

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
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“The emphasis was placed on producing 
good players that could represent provincial 
and national teams. In addition to developing 
golf skills, there was an integrated focus on 
developing life skills and social skills through 
the intrinsic values of golf.”

1. A sustainable 
funding model
The SAGDB is fortunate to have 
a benefactor such as Johann 
Rupert and his companies to 
support ongoing funding. Once 
the SAGDB was established, it 
gained the support of the national 
federation, which made the decision 
to levy affi liated golfers with a 
‘Development Fee’ as part of their 
affi liation membership subscriptions. 

This fee is collected by the 
provincial golf unions and 
earmarked for development 
initiatives. There are 14 provincial 
golf unions in South Africa and each 
works with the SAGDB, creating a 
national footprint with over 2,500 
under-privileged golfers benefi tting 
from the programme each year.

2. Access to facilities
The SAGDB policy is to support 
development projects in 
communities that are close to 
driving ranges and/or golf courses. 
Most of the SAGDB beginners 
start off by hitting golf balls in a 
school fi eld, park, or area of open 
ground near to their township. This 
is a starting point, but it is vital to 
children’s development that they 
progress onto a driving range and 
then actual golf courses. Access 
to proper golf facilities is vital 
where basics rules and etiquette 
can more easily be taught.  

3. Identifying and 
developing coaches 
to deliver the basic 
fundamentals
The SAGDB seeks out members 
of the community that play golf 
who are then trained to give basic 
Level One coaching. This is a cost-
effective way to get children started 
in playing golf – as well as giving 
new skills to the trainers or coaches. 

Given South Africa has 11 offi cial 
languages, it also helps to have local 
community members delivering the 
right information. Once golfers’ skills 
are developed, they are given access 
to PGA professional coaching. Each 
region chooses a SAGDB regional 
squad of 12 players for one-on-one 
lessons. As players progress, they 
are entered into junior, regional 
and Golf RSA national events.

“For golfers that reach top level 
amateur golf, the SAGDB assists 
in helping them to fi nd bursaries 
to attend university or college 
or golf-related programmes 
such as greenkeeping courses,” 
adds Hepburn, who was 
formerly a National Coach.

Many of the nation’s leading players 
also support and acknowledge 
the work done by the SAGDB.  

4. Managers that 
can manage 
Sometimes, the SAGDB managers 
are coaches that have shown 
management potential and have 
progressed into the role – but very 
often the managers do not have 
a coaching background. Not only 
must the managers be able to plan 
and arrange transport and logistics, 
they also need to be able to liaise 
with golf clubs and the parents 
of the children on many aspects. 
Transport is a huge challenge as 
very often the SAGDB needs to use 
mini-bus taxis and very often these 
taxis are unreliable. As a result, the 
managers seek out trustworthy taxi 
providers and form relationships.

5. Reliable and audited 
administrative structures
The administrative structures 
of the SAGDB have formed the 
backbone of its success, particularly 
due to the transparency of the 
fi nancial reporting. The golf unions 
and sponsors can take comfort 
in the fact that the SAGDB 
provides audited fi nancials to 
the sponsors and golf unions.  

“Without a clear pathway even 
the most talented golfers or 
children will fall by the wayside 
and not reach their true 
potential,” concludes Hepburn.

Grant Hepburn, 
SAGDB 
Managing 
Director and 
Golf RSA CEO

Photos supplied courtesy of Golf RSA
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

TANZANIA GOLF UNION
 Tanzania Golf Union, P.O. Box 60237, Kawe, Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

President: Chris Martin
CEO/Secretary: Boniface Nyiti

-
-
-

info@tgu.or.tz
+255 754266155
-

58,005,463

102 / 14%

6912

63

12 / 4 

81 / 12%568 / 88%

751 / 0.001% 
13 Region ranking
53 RoW ranking

18 Region ranking
54 R&A affi liates ranking

11 Region ranking
30 R&A affi liates ranking

Federation Statistics: Africa

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLFRSA/SOUTH AFRICAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Unit 8 Ferndale Mews North, 355 Oak Avenue, Randburg, Gauteng

South Africa (Republic of)

President: Naadir Agherdien
CEO/Secretary: Grant Hepburn

/golfrsa.co.za
@GolfRSA
/golfrsa

admin@golfrsa.co.za
+27117813718
www.golfrsa.com

58,558,270

5,061 / 4%

48477

280

233 / 228 

15,728 / 12%112,928 /88%

133,717 / 0.23% 
1 Region ranking
8 R&A affi liates ranking

19 Region ranking
55 R&A affi liates ranking

19 Region ranking
65 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

TUNISIA GOLF FEDERATION
 Maison des Federations Sportives, 1004 Cite Olympique, Tunis

Tunisia

President: Maher BouchAamaoui
CEO/Secretary: Marwa Sassi

/Fédération-Tunisienne-de-
Golf-121163804692853
-

ftg@ftg.org.tn
+216 71238133
www.ftg.org.tn

11,694,719

330 / 35%

3516

60

5 / 11 

142 / 23%481 / 77%

953 / 0.01% 
12 Region ranking
48 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
17 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
9 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

UGANDA GOLF UNION
 C/o Uganda Golf Club, Kampala

Uganda

President: Moses Matsiko
CEO/Secretary: Anthony Agaba 
Mubangizi

/Uganda-Golf-
Union-1461077297466763
@golfunion

admin@golf-uganda.com
+256752755845
www.ugandagolfunion.org

44,269,594

200 / 16%

4619

66

12 / 5 

150 / 14%900 / 86%

1,250 / 0.003% 
10 Region ranking
41 R&A affi liates ranking

13 Region ranking
46 R&A affi liates ranking

9 Region ranking
26 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ZAMBIA GOLF UNION 
 Lusaka Golf Club Complex, los Aneles, Bourlevard Road, Lusaka

Zambia

President: Kelly Munsaka
CEO/Secretary: Christopher 
Mulenga

/Zambia-Golf-Union
-
-

greglubesha@gmail.com
+260966901661
www.zambiagolfunion.org

17,861,030

500 / 9%

4026

215

- / - 

800 / 16%4,300 / 84%

5,600 / 0.03% 
5 Region ranking
29 R&A affiliates ranking

11 Region ranking
39 R&A affiliates ranking

14 Region ranking
38 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ZIMBABWE GOLF ASSOCIATION
 C/o Country Club, 1 Brampton Road, Highlands

Zimbabwe

President: Mufaro Chivonivoni
CEO/Secretary: Tirivashe 
Nheweyembwa

-
-
-

mchivonivoni@yahoo.com
+263775542570
-

14,645,468

352 / 9%

2038

103

- / 31 

494 / 14%3,064 / 86%

3,910 / 0.03% 
6 Region ranking
31 R&A affiliates ranking

14 Region ranking
47 R&A affiliates ranking

13 Region ranking
37 R&A affiliates ranking

Federation Statistics: Africa
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Region total population:*

4,157,025,104
Total number of golf courses:

6,111

Asia.
Region Summary

Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

AFGHANISTAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Shah Bobo Jan Street, Near Sitra Restaurant, Share Now Kabul, Kabul

Afghanistan

President: Mustafa Mastoor
CEO/Secretary: Imran Ali

/golf.afg
-
-

afggoffederation@gmail.com
+93799711656
www.facebook.com/golf.afg

38,041,754

130 / 43%

201

300

3 / - 

20 / 12%150 / 88%

300 / 0.001% 
20 Region ranking
72 R&A affiliates ranking

13 Region ranking
57 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
5 R&A affiliates ranking

Federation Statistics: Asia

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

NATIONAL GOLF ASSOCIATION OF ARMENIA
 Z. Sarkavagi Str. 145/1, Apt. 18 - 0091, Yerevan

Armenia*

President: Karen Hovhannisyan
CEO/Secretary:

/GolfinArmenia
-
/golf_in_armenia

golfarmenia@gmail.com
+37455050913
www.golfarmenia.com

2,951,776

50 / 45%

-1

110

1 / 0 

15 / 25%45 / 75%

110 / 0% 
25 Region ranking
86 R&A affiliates ranking

5 Region ranking
12 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
3 R&A affiliates ranking

*included in EGA report 2019
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BANGLADESH GOLF FEDERATION (BGF)
 C/o : Kurmitola Golf Club, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka - 1206

Bangladesh

President: General Aziz Ahmed
CEO/Secretary: Brig Gen GSM 
Hamidur Rahman (Retd)

-
-
-

info@bgf-bd.org
+8801730004600
www.bgf-bd.org

163,046,161

342 / 4%

5420

433

20 / 4 

265 / 3%8,059 / 97%

8,666 / 0.01% 
14 Region ranking
24 R&A affi liates ranking

21 Region ranking
77 R&A affi liates ranking

17 Region ranking
61 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

AZERBAIJAN GOLF FEDERATION
 C/o Dreamland Golf Club, Absheron Region, Baku Zig District, Heydar Aliyev Airport Highway 22km - Bina

Azerbaijan*

President: 
CEO/Secretary:

/DreamlandGCBaku
-
-

info@dreamlandgolfclub.com
+994124047404
www.dreamlandgolfclub.com

9,942,334

18 / 11%

03

57

- / 2 

17 / 11%136 / 89%

171 / 0.002% 
22 Region ranking
79 R&A affi liates ranking

15 Region ranking
61 R&A affi liates ranking

11 Region ranking
35 R&A affi liates ranking

*included in EGA report 2019
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CAMBODIAN GOLF FEDERATION 
 No.1, 2nd Floor of NOCC Building, Republic of Poland Blvd, Phnom Penh

Cambodia

President: Samdech TEA Banh
CEO/Secretary: H.E. CHEA Bora

/Cambodia-Golf-Federation-CGF
-
-

cgf_info@yahoo.com
+855-88 8000 600
-

16,486,542

- / -%

-12

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

500 / 0.003% 
18 Region ranking
63 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ROYAL BHUTAN GOLF FEDERATION
 -

Bhutan

President:
CEO/Secretary: Phuntsho 
Gyaltshen

/BhutanGolfFederation
-
-

bgf.president@gmail.com
-
-

763,092

- / -%

-4

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CHINA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Tian Tan Sport & Culture Center, Tian Tan East Road 74, Beijing

China

President: Mr. Zhang Xiaoning
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Pang Zheng

-
-
-

cga@cgagolf.org.cn
+86-10-87181869
www.cgagolf.org.cn

1,397,715,000

170,000* / 33%

36617

843

- / - 

70,000* / 20%280,000* / 80%

520,000* / 0.04% 
2 Region ranking
2 R&A affiliates ranking

6 Region ranking
21 R&A affiliates ranking

5 Region ranking
10 R&A affiliates ranking

* Estimated figures provided by the CGA

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CHINESE TAIPEI GOLF ASSOCIATION
 12F.-1, No.125, Sec. 2, Nanjing E. Rd., Zhongshan Dist., Taipei City

Chinese Taipei

President: Mr. Johnson Wang
CEO/Secretary:

-
-
@ctga_official

garoc.tw@msa.hinet.net
+886-2-2516-5611
www.garoc.org

23,816,775

4,300* / 7%

3488

699

61 / - 

25,200* / 44%32,000* / 56%

61,500* / 0.26% 
6 Region ranking
10 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
1 R&A affiliates ranking

13 Region ranking
45 R&A affiliates ranking

* Estimated figures provided by the CGA
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Hong Kong and Singapore:  
The Value of Golf
Demonstrating the 
value and impact that 
golf can make to a 
nation’s economy as 
well as the social and 
health benefits which 
the sport provides are 
significant factors in 
encouraging political 
and national support for 
golf in today’s society.

Sustainability and environmental 
issues are now key considerations 
for governments around the 
world and so demonstrating 
how the sport delivers in these 
areas can be of real significance 
for a national federation.

For the national federations in 
Hong Kong and Singapore, reports 
commissioned in 2018 have provided 
the bodies with evidence that 
outlines the economic and social 
benefits which golf provides.

Supported by The R&A, the Hong 
Kong Golf Association (HKGA) and 
the Singapore Golf Association 
(SGA) engaged with Golf Business 
Advisory Services, a specialist 
independent golf industry advisory 
firm based in Melbourne, Australia, 
to produce such a report for the 
first time for each country.

The in-depth Golf Industry 
Reports highlight a number of 
key findings, all of great use for 
both countries as they seek to 
develop the sport for all ages, 
genders, race and backgrounds.

Occupying islands and territory 
of approximately 1,100 square 
kilometres and now home to 
7.4 million people, Hong Kong 
is the second most densely 
populated region in the world 
behind Singapore. With only six golf 
clubs and 10 golf courses, Hong 
Kong ranks the highest in terms of 
population count per course  
(1.47 million people per golf facility). 

HONG KONG / SINGAPORE

40

R&A Participation 
Report 2021

Federation Statistics: Case Study, Hong Kong and Singapore



However, the benefi ts golf brings 
to Hong Kong are notable:

• Around 15,000 golfers are 
registered with the HKGA 
with women representing 
24% of total affi liations.

• The fi nancial revenues generated 
by golf facilities in Hong Kong is 
signifi cant with total revenues 
across all facilities approximating 
$HK600 million per annum.

• Based on an estimated 
participant base of approximately 
100,000 golfers, the indicative 
health contribution being 
made by golf in Hong Kong 
is approximately $HK10.3 
million on an annual basis. 

• On average, approximately 
$HK30 million a year is raised 
for charity partners through golf 
club-based events in Hong Kong.

• Direct employment is being 
provided for 1,150 people, an 
average of approximately 
230 individuals per facility.

Of the 11 South East Asian 
countries, Singapore, with 16 club 
facilities, ranks the fi fth lowest in 
terms of population per facility, 
with an average of approximately 
350,000 people per golf facility.

Given the general sports 
participation trends evident in 
Singapore, and the direct and 
broader benefi ts that are available 
from golf, there is a genuine role 
for golf to play as the government 
seeks to reverse declining 
sporting participation trends. 

The key report fi ndings for 
Singapore included:

• There are approximately 
80,000 golfers in Singapore of 
whom 46,000 are members of 
Singapore’s 12 private clubs. 

• With the Singapore Government 
incurring annual expenditure 
of $10 billion Singapore dollars 
around health services, the 
health benefits delivered through 
golf are being seen as potential 
ways of helping the government 
manage future health 
investment and expenditure, 
and potentially helping reduce 
the per capita spend.

• The fi nancial revenues generated 
by golf clubs in Singapore is 
signifi cant with total revenues 
across all facilities of around 
238 million Singapore dollars 
per annum - an average of 
$18.3 million per facility.

• On average, approximately $63 
million Singapore dollars is raised 
for charity each year through golf 
club-based events in Singapore.

• Labour costs account for 
approximately 47% of all 
club operating expenses, 
representing an annual 
market cost approximating 
$100 million, delivering 
employment for 2,550 people.

Following the conclusion of both 
reports, both national federations 
discussed potential actions to 
develop the sport further in each 
market – such as a focus on 
junior golf – and a commitment 
to implement various initiatives 
and development programmes.

Dominic Wall, Director – Asia Pacifi c 
at The R&A said, “The Golf Industry 
reports commissioned by Hong 
Kong and Singapore could provide a 
model for many other countries that 
do not currently have such a report 
to highlight the size and value 
which golf provides to their territory, 
both economically and socially.”

“Hong Kong is the second most densely 
populated region in the world behind 
Singapore. With only six golf clubs and 10 
golf courses, Hong Kong ranks the highest in 
terms of population count per course 
(1.47 million people per golf facility).”

Photos supplied courtesy of Hong Kong and 
Singapore Golf Federations

41



Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

HONG KONG GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Suite 2003, Olympic House, 1 Stadium Path, So Kon Po, Causeway Bay

Hong Kong

President: Mr Kenneth Lam
CEO/Secretary: Mr Danny Lai

/hongkonggolfassociation
@HongKongGolf
-

info@hkga.com
+852 2504 8659
www.hkga.com

7,507,400

566 / 4%

17114

954

2 / 13 

3,362 / 26%9,431 / 74%

13,359 / 0.18% 
13 Region ranking
21 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
9 R&A affiliates ranking

16 Region ranking
59 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GEORGIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 A. Abasheli st.16, Tbilisi, Georgia, 0179, Tbilisi

Georgia*

President: Gela Mikadze
CEO/Secretary: Misha Dzadzamia

/presidentbesotediashvili
-
/georgiangolffederation

info@geo-golf.ge
+995322224797
www.geo-golf.ge

3,731,000

20 / 13%

53

52

2 / 3 

25 / 19%110 / 81%

155 / 0.004% 
23 Region ranking
83 R&A affiliates ranking

8 Region ranking
30 R&A affiliates ranking

10 Region ranking
31 R&A affiliates ranking

*included in EGA report 2019
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

INDIAN GOLF UNION
 C-1/52,3rd Floor, Safardarjung Development Area, 110016, New Delhi

India

President: Lt.gen.Devraj Anbu (retd)
CEO/Secretary: Maj Gen B Bhushan 
(retd)

/indiangolfunion.org
@IndianGolfUnion
-

info@indiangolfunion.org
+91 11 26525771
www.indiangolfunion.org

1,366,417,750

2,000 / 2%

26298

336

6 / 242 

1,000 / 1%97,000 / 99%

100,000 / 0.01% 
5 Region ranking
9 R&A affi liates ranking

23 Region ranking
80 R&A affi liates ranking

20 Region ranking
76 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

INDONESIA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 PB Persatuan Golf Indonesia / IGA, Pondok Indah Golf, Golf Gallery Building 2nd Fl., Jakarta 12310

Indonesia

President: Murdaya 
Widyawimarta (Po)
CEO/Secretary: Anthony Chandra

-
-
-

info@pgpgi.org
+62-21-75908206
www.pbpgi.org

270,625,568

295 / 2%

50170

83

34 / 98 

- / -%- / -%

14,084 / 0.005% 
12 Region ranking
19 R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

18 Region ranking
74 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

KAZAKHSTAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Nurtau Golf Club, Alatau Sanatorium - 050000, Tausamaly, Ala

Kazakhstan

President:
CEO/Secretary:

/kazgolf
- 
/kazfedgolf

monarch.gas@gmail.com
+77273722312
www.kazgolf.kz

18,276,499

220 / 22%

09

113

2 / 8 

200 / 25%600 / 75%

1,020 / 0.006% 
17 Region ranking
47 R&A affiliates ranking

4 Region ranking
11 R&A affiliates ranking

7 Region ranking
16 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

JAPAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Kyobashi YS Bldg. 2F, 1-12-5 Kyobashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo

Japan

President: Tsunetada Takeda
CEO/Secretary: Andy Yamanaka

/japangolfassociation
-
/japangolfassociation

info@jga.or. jp
+813-3566-0003
www.jga.or. jp

126,264,931

8,224 / 1%

123,140

200

- / - 

60,000 / 10%561,000 / 90%

629,224 / 0.5% 
1 Region ranking
1 R&A affiliates ranking

16 Region ranking
63 R&A affiliates ranking

21 Region ranking
78 R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF FEDERATION IN KYRGYZ REPUBLIC 
 Goncharnaya 39, Bishkek

Kyrgyzstan

President: Alexey Koney
CEO/Secretary: Andrey Mymrin

-
-
-

golf_kg@mail.ru
-
www.golf.kg

6,456,900

- / -%

-1

45

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

45 / 0.001% 
26 Region ranking
88 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

LAO NATIONAL GOLF FEDERATION 
 -

Laos

President:
CEO/Secretary: Khampeng 
Vongkhanty

-
-
-

kpvsmt@yahoo.com 
+ 856 20 5551 1099
-

7,169,455

- / -%

-14

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
0 Region ranking
0 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

MONGOLIAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Suite 402, The Downtwon building, Jamyan Gunii street 18, Sukhbaatar District, Ulaanbaatar

Mongolia

President: Mr. Zoljargal Naidansuren 
CEO/Secretary: Margad Byambajav

/MongolianGolfAssociation
-
/MongolianGolfAssociation

info@mga.mn
+97675756104
www.mga.mn

3,225,167

0 / 0%

64

31

- / 4 

21 / 17%102 / 83%

123 / 0.004% 
24 Region ranking
85 R&A affi liates ranking

10 Region ranking
35 R&A affi liates ranking

24 Region ranking
83 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

MALAYSIAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 14 Jalan 4/76C Desa Pandan, Kuala Lumpur, Wilayah Persekutuan

Malaysia

President: Mohd Anwar Mohd Nor
CEO/Secretary: Sara Ismail

/malaysiangolfassociation
@malaysiangolfa1
/malaysiangolfassociation

info@mgaonline.com.my
+60392837300
www.mgaonline.com.my

31,949,777

1,248 / 1%

40243

753

9 / 122 

24,038 / 13%157,764 / 87%

183,050 / 0.57% 
4 Region ranking
7 R&A affi liates ranking

12 Region ranking
51 R&A affi liates ranking

23 Region ranking
80 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

MYANMAR GOLF FEDERATION 
 No. 80 A 1 / B 2, Kan Baw Za Lane (2), Golden Valley (1), Bahan Township, Yangon

Myanmar

President: Mr. Ko Ko Aye
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Myatt Khaing

/Myanmar-Golf-Federation
-
-

mgfgolf2018@gmail.com
(+951) 538016
www.myanmargolffederation.org

54,045,420

60 / 26%

24117

2

191 / - 

8 / 5%160 / 95%

228 / 0% 
21 Region ranking
76 R&A affi liates ranking

19 Region ranking
74 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
12 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

NEPAL GOLF ASSOCIATION
 C/o Royal Singi Hotel, Kamaladi, KMC, Kathmandu, Bagmati

Nepal

President: Tashi Ghale
CEO/Secretary: Chuda Bahadur 
Bhandari

/Nepal-Golf-
Association-208703129519457
-

nepalgolfassociation@gmail.com
+977 1 4450444
www.nga.org.np

28,608,710

200 / 19%

145

210

6 / 1 

50 / 6%800 / 94%

1,050 / 0.004% 
16 Region ranking
46 R&A affi liates ranking

18 Region ranking
72 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
20 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

NATIONAL GOLF ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES
 Rm. 307 Building B, Philsports Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City, MM

Philippines

President: Martin P. Lorenzo
CEO/Secretary: Bones Floro

/ngapph
-
-

vlf@ngap.ph
+639188826637
www.ngaponline.net

108,116,615

500 / 2%

30131

191

5 / 97 

1,000 / 4%23,500 / 96%

25,000 / 0.02% 
9 Region ranking
14 R&A affi liates ranking

20 Region ranking
76 R&A affi liates ranking

19 Region ranking
75 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

PAKISTAN GOLF FEDERATION
 House No 12, A Stree, 5A1 Tulsa Road, Old Lalazar, Rawalpindi, Punjab

Pakistan

President: LTGEN Retd Mian 
Muhammad Hillal Hussain
CEO/Secretary: Ajaz Ahad Khan

/PakistanGolfFederation/
-
-

info@pgf.com.pk
+92-51-5568177
www.pgf.com.pk

216,565,318

800 / 4%

5251

353

31 / 25 

200 / 1%17,000 / 99%

18,000 / 0.01% 
11 Region ranking
18 R&A affi liates ranking

22 Region ranking
79 R&A affi liates ranking

15 Region ranking
58 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

KOREA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 174 Hoedong-gil, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do

Korea (Republic of)

President: Mr. Kwang-soo Hur
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Hyung-mo 
Kang

-
-
-

kga@kgagolf.or.kr
+8231-955-2255
www.kgagolf.or.kr

51,709,098

2,000 / 1%

45810

264

237 / 410 

32,000 / 15%180,000 / 85%

214,000 / 0.41% 
3 Region ranking
6 R&A affiliates ranking

11 Region ranking
42 R&A affiliates ranking

22 Region ranking
79 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SINGAPORE GOLF ASSOCIATION
 No 249 Sembawang Road, S (758352), Singapore

Singapore

President: Ross Tan
CEO/Secretary: Jerome Ng

/singaporegolfassociation
-
/teamgolfsg

sga@sga.org.sg
+6567555976
www.sga.org.sg

5,703,569

2,000 / 5%

4828

1,429

2 / 12 

6,800 / 18%31,200 / 82%

40,000 / 0.7% 
7 Region ranking
12 R&A affiliates ranking

9 Region ranking
33 R&A affiliates ranking

14 Region ranking
54 R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

THAILAND GOLF ASSOCIATION
 286, 19th Floor, Ramkamhaeng Road, Huamark, Bangkok 10240

Thailand

President: Rungsrid Luxsitanonda
CEO/Secretary: Kittisak 
Chaimongkoltrakul

/ThailandGolfAssociation
-
-

tga.co.th
+6626592088
www.tga.or.th

69,625,582

4,081 / 19%

120317

69

25 / 258 

3,406 / 19%14,529 / 81%

22,016 / 0.03% 
10 Region ranking
16 R&A affiliates ranking

7 Region ranking
27 R&A affiliates ranking

9 Region ranking
21 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SRI LANKA GOLF UNION
 NO.223, Model Farm Road, Colombo 08

Sri Lanka

President: Air Chief Marshal. Harsha 
Abeywickrema
CEO/Secretary: Mr.avancka Herath

/Sri-Lanka-Golf-771080806373616
-
-

info@golfsrilanka.org
+94112667771
www.srilankagolf.lk

21,803,000

175 / 44%

118

50

5 / 5 

25 / 11%200 / 89%

400 / 0.002% 
19 Region ranking
67 R&A affiliates ranking

14 Region ranking
60 R&A affiliates ranking

4 Region ranking
2 R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

VIETNAM GOLF ASSOCIATION
 36 Tran Phu Str., Ba Dinh Dist. Hanoi

Vietnam

President: Le Kien Thanh
CEO/Secretary: Nguyen Van Cuu

/vietnamgolfassociation
-
-

info@vga.com.vn
+84 2437833194
www.vga.com.vn

96,462,106

3,363 / 9%

2086

457

8 / 65 

2,537 / 7%33,426 / 93%

39,326 / 0.04% 
8 Region ranking
13 R&A affiliates ranking

17 Region ranking
69 R&A affiliates ranking

12 Region ranking
39 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

TURKISH GOLF FEDERATION
 Bestepe Mah. Yasam Is Merkezi , A Blok No: 13/57 - 06050, Yenimahalle

Turkey*

President: Ahmet Ali Agaoglu
CEO/Secretary: Erdogan Akkaya

/ResmiTurkiyeGolfFederasyonu 
@turkiyegolf
/turkiyegolffederasyonu

info@tgf.org.tr
+903123093945
www.tgf.org.tr

82,319,724

2,761 / 41%

5633

204

9 / 20 

1,190 / 30%2,788 / 70%

6,739 / 0.01% 
15 Region ranking
26 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
4 R&A affiliates ranking

4 Region ranking
6 R&A affiliates ranking

*included in EGA report 2019
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Country total population:*

37,589,262
Total number of golf courses:

2,564
Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region

Canada.
Country Summary
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF CANADA
 1333 Dorval Drive, Golf House - Suite 1, Oakville, Ontaria

Canada

President: Charles Beaulieu
CEO/Secretary: Laurence 
Applebaum

/GolfCanada
@GolfCanada 
/thegolfcanada

info@golfcanada.ca
+1-800-263-0009
www.golfcanada.ca

37,589,262

14,150 / 5%

182,564

111

883 / 1,444 

65,043 / 24%205,969 / 76%

285,162 / 0.76% 
1 Region ranking
4 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
15 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
56 R&A affiliates ranking

Photo courtesy of Golf Canada
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Region total population:*

27,298,024
Total number of golf courses:

87

Caribbean.
Region Summary

Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BAHAMAS GOLF FEDERATION
 National Sports Center P.O. Box SS19092, Nassau, New Providence

Bahamas (The)

President: Mr. Lynford Miller
CEO/Secretary: Mrs. Agatha 
Delancy

/Bahamagolffederation
@bahamsgolffed 
/bahamasgolffederation

info@bahamasgolf.org
+1242 326-7415
www.bahamasgolf.org

389,482

181 / 16%

4813

89

15 / 8 

166 / 17%812 / 83%

1,159 / 0.3% 
4 Region ranking
44 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
36 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
28 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BARBADOS GOLF ASSOCIATION
 P.O. Box 149W, Worthing, Christ Church

Barbados

President: Trevor Tasker
CEO/Secretary: Patricia 
Brathwaite-Marshall

/barbadosgolfassociation
-
/bdosgolfassociation

trtasker@gmail.com
+1-246-829-0257
www.barbadosgolfassociation.com

287,025

0 / 0%

237

101

9 / 10 

172 / 24%534 / 76%

706 / 0.25% 
5 Region ranking
56 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
14 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
82 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BERMUDA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Argonaut House, 5 Park Road, Hamilton

Bermuda

President: Craig Brown
CEO/Secretary: Gary Venning

/BermudaGolfAssociation
-
-

info@bermudagolf.org
+1 441-295-9972
www.bermudagolf.org

63,918

11 / 0%

136

417

1 / 7 

739 / 30%1,750 / 70%

2,500 / 3.9% 
2 Region ranking
35 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
5 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
81 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CAYMAN ISLANDS GOLF ASSOCIATION
 George Town, Grand Cayman

Cayman Islands

President: Jonathan Joyce
CEO/Secretary: Regan Cairns

/CaymanIslandsGolf
-
-

secretary@ciga.ky
+1 345 939-3587
www.ciga.ky

64,948

6 / 3%

162

88

1 / 1 

16 / 9%154 / 91%

176 / 0.27% 
7 Region ranking
78 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
64 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
70 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC GOLF FEDERATION
 Calle Eugenio Despradel No 12 La Castellana, Santo Domingo, Distrito Nacional

Dominican Republic

President: Carlos Elmudesi
CEO/Secretary: Robert Guerra

/fedogolf
@Fedogolfrd
/Fedogolfrd

Presidencia@fedogolf.org.do
+1 809-853-9999
www.fedogolf.org.do

10,738,958

150 / 5%

6035

86

1 / 33 

200 / 7%2,650 / 93%

3,000 / 0.03% 
1 Region ranking
30 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
70 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
55 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

HAITI GOLF FEDERATION 
 10 Rue Franck Cardozo, Petion-Ville, P.O. Box 523, Port-au-Prince

Haiti

President: Dufi rston Julio Neree
CEO/Secretary:

/golffederationo± aiti
-
-

-
+509 3336-3331
www.gol± aiti.org

11,263,077

- / -%

-1

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

JAMAICA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 152 Constant Spring Road, Kingston 8

Jamaica

President: Peter Chin
CEO/Secretary: Fred Sutherland

/thejga 
@jga_association 
/jamaicagolfassociation/

jamaicagolfassociation@gmail.com
+1 876-632-9445
www.thejga.com.jm

2,948,279

60 / 9%

3611

60

2 / 8 

50 / 8%550 / 92%

660 / 0.02% 
6 Region ranking
58 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
66 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
36 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ST. MAARTEN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Mullet Bay Golf Club, May Bay

Saint Maarten

President: Keith Graham
CEO/Secretary: Gitte Poulsen

-
-
-

stmaartengolf@gmail.com
1-721-520-1848
www.sxmgolfassociation.com

40,733

16 / 19%

121

83

- / 1 

8 / 12%59 / 88%

83 / 0.2% 
8 Region ranking
87 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
56 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
19 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO GOLF ASSOCIATION
 St. Andrew’s Golf Club, Moka, Maraval

Trinidad & Tobago

President: Douglas Ammon
CEO/Secretary: Lennox Wilkinson

-
-
-

tandtgolf@gmail.com
+1 868 629 7127
www.ttgolfassociation.org

1,394,973

220 / 14%

528

190

3 / 5 

225 / 17%1,075 / 83%

1,520 / 0.11% 
3 Region ranking
39 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
34 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
29 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

VIRGIN ISLANDS GOLF FEDERATION
 VIGF P.O. Box 302157 St. Thomas U.S.V.I. 00803, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Virgin Islands

President: Nevin Phillips
CEO/Secretary: Allison Bourne-
Vanneck

/golfVInice 
-
-

nevinphillips@msn.com
+13403449551
-

106,631

- / -%

43

-

- / 2 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Central America.
Region Summary

Region total population:*

44,396,759
Total number of golf courses:

35
Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BELIZE AMATEUR GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Roaring River Golf Course. P.O. Box 611. Belmopan, Cayo District

Belize

President:  Saul Barrera
CEO/Secretary: Peter Allen

/BelizeGolf
-
-

bagabze@gmail.com
+5016018477
-

390,353

0 / 0%

22

14

2 / 0 

0 / 0%27 / 100%

27 / 0.01% 
11 Region ranking
89 R&A affi liates ranking

11 Region ranking
82 R&A affi liates ranking

11 Region ranking
84 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

COSTA RICA GOLF FEDERATION
 National Stadium, South Sector, Offi ce #1002, Mata Redonda, San Jose

Costa Rica

President: Maurizio Musmanni Cordero
CEO/Secretary: Gustavo Marrero 
Pilarte

/anagolf.costarica  
-
/fedegolfcr

gmarrero@fedegolfcr.com
+506 25490922
-

5,047,561

150 / 20%

4514

54

9 / 6 

100 / 17%500 / 83%

750 / 0.01% 
2 Region ranking
54 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
37 R&A affi liates ranking

2 Region ranking
18 R&A affi liates ranking
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A few months later he went on to 
make history by becoming the fi rst 
Costa Rican to compete in The 
Masters Tournament at Augusta 
National. There, his countryman 
Alvaro Ortiz was in attendance 
too, beaming with pride.

“Watching the Costa Rica fl ag on 
the main leaderboard to the right 
of the 1st hole was very emotional,” 
Ortiz said. “Watching Paul walk 
down the fairway with Mark 
O’Meara in the fi rst two rounds; 
watching the kid I saw grow up play 
the Masters – it was like a dream.”

Ortiz is Costa Rica’s leading player 
in the World Amateur Golf Ranking® 
(WAGR), and with the stories of 
Chaplet at The Masters, and now 
his own performances, as well 
as other emerging players, it is 
illustrative of how a small golfi ng 

nation like Costa Rica – with a 
population of just fi ve million – can 
be successful on the global stage.

The work these players, and the 
Costa Rican Golf Federation, are 
doing can certainly help create 
more magical moments. Aided 
by funding from The R&A in 2020, 
Costa Rica is a shining example to 
many national federations of how 
multiple endeavours across a range 
of areas in their development plan 
can deliver exceptional results.

Costa Rica is a rugged, rain-forested 
Central American country with 
coastlines on the Caribbean and 
Pacifi c and the federation has 
been working hard to encourage 
more people to become golfers, 
improve player performance as 
well as host championships. 

It was no ordinary day 
for Paul Chaplet. On 
17 January 2016, the 
teenager from Costa 
Rica won the second 
Latin America Amateur 
Championship and 
added his name to the 
region’s most prestigious 
trophy in amateur golf. 
“I´m in shock, I can´t 
believe it,” he said, at 
Casa de Campo’s Teeth 
of the Dog course in the 
Dominican Republic.

Costa Rica: The Rise of Golf

COSTA RICA
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Working with the Costa Rica 
PGA, they are focused on the 
development of junior golfers, 
golfers with disabilities and, 
notably, women and girls’ golf.

“Our key learning from 2019 was 
that volunteers are very important,” 
said Maurizio Musmanni, President 
of the federation. “Our staff 
headcount is very small and we 
need people to keep growing 
and aiming for success. In 2019, 
we started to recruit interested 
people to help us and the response 
has been very positive. Today 
we have a women’s committee, 
tournaments committee, juniors 
committee and rules committee.”

Indeed, in 2019, the federation 
began sending staff members 
to train and specialise in The 
R&A’s Tournament Administration 
and Referees Schools (TARS) 
through attending the Level 2 and 
Level 3 seminar programmes. 

That year the federation organised 
35 tournaments, including 
eight WAGR counting events. 
It saw an increase from 663 to 
806 rounds played in offi cial 
national tournaments. It has 
well-established competitions for 
players of any level and gender 
(over 650 members), helping the 
Costa Rican men’s team to win the 
Copa Los Volcanes in 2019, with 
the women’s team runners-up. 

Having committed to The R&A 
Women in Golf Charter, the 
‘Pink Birdies’ project was born. 
It has helped create a group of 
motivated golfers playing in both 
recreational and competitive 
activities, through schools and golf 
clubs, as well as creating a golf 
community for women and girls 
with a presence on social media.

“In 2019, one of our main focuses 
was women’s golf,” confi rmed 
Musmanni. “We created a 

committee focused only on ladies’ 
golf and its development. Perhaps 
to our surprise, ‘Pink Birdies’ 
has been a total success! We 
are positive that if we continue 
working hard, women’s golf in 
Costa Rica has a bright future.”

The federation has initiated a 
number of other projects including 
‘Grow the Game’ for junior players 
focused on schools and public 
parks, aided by the education 
of professionals. It has also 
included ‘Project 36’, with simple 
rules and holes to create fun golf 
opportunities for beginners.

Furthermore, the ‘Give Back to Golf’ 
programme has been a success. 
All golf professionals who have 
attended the nation’s teaching and 
coaching summit have committed 

to organising a minimum of three 
grow golf events per year in their 
local communities that are free 
of charge – with a total of over 
125 having been delivered in 2019 
– to enhance golf development.

Meantime, Challenge Golf Costa 
Rica offers the opportunity to 
practice and enjoy the sport for 
people with some type of disability, 
and this successful initiative has 
41 members. It works in tandem 
with Disabled Golf Costa Rica – 
affi liated to EDGA since 2016 – with 
trailblazer Leiner Ramirez entering 
the World Ranking for Golfers 
with Disability for the fi rst time 
in the country’s history. For Costa 
Rica, it is onwards and upwards.

Photos supplied courtesy of Costa Rica 
Golf Federation
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SALVADOREAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Antigua calle San Jose Villanueva y calle las Dispensas, El Encanto, San Jose Villanueva, La Libertad

El Salvador

President: Diana de Mejía
CEO/Secretary: Alejandro Lahrssen 
Henrich

/fesagolf
-
/fesagolf

admin@fesagolf.org
+50360063981
-

6,453,553

105 / 35%

183

100

1 / 2 

45 / 23%150 / 77%

300 / 0.005% 
3 Region ranking
73 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
16 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
8 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GUATEMALA GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Blvd. Austriaco 37-01 zona 16, Guatemala

Guatemala

President: Mario Enrique Taracena 
Palencia
CEO/Secretary: Beverly Gutiérrez

/AsogolfGuatemala/ 
@asogolfguate
/asogolfguate

asogolf@asogolfguatemala.org
+502 22589500
www.asogolfguatemala.org

16,604,026

88 / 6%

346

249

1 / 6 

188 / 13%1,219 / 87%

1,495 / 0.01% 
1 Region ranking
40 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
49 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
50 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

HONDURAS GOLF ASSOCIATION
 -

Honduras

President: Juan Marinakys
CEO/Secretary: Francisco Torres

/Golf-Honduras
-
-

golf.honduras@ahg.hn
+504 9986 7180
-

9,746,117

- / -%

-8

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

NICARAGUAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Km. 12.2 Carretera a Masaya, 1.5 Km Este, 3.5 Km Norte. Managua

Nicaragua

President: Juan Bautista Sacasa
CEO/Secretary: Horacio A. Vega

-
-
/fenigolf

info@fenigolf.org
+505 87010000
www.fenigolf.org

6,545,502

29 / 18%

574

40

2 / 3 

11 / 8%121 / 92%

161 / 0.002% 
4 Region ranking
81 R&A affiliates ranking

4 Region ranking
67 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
22 R&A affiliates ranking
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Middle-East.
Region Summary

Region total population:*

162,242,395
Total number of golf courses:

69
Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BAHRAIN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 P.O. Box 28321, Riffa

Bahrain (Kingdom of)

President: Ali Alnoaimi
CEO/Secretary: Abdula Alkaabi

-
@Golf_Bahrain
/bahraingolf

bgassoc@gmail.com
-
-

1,641,172

80 / 24%

506

55

- / 3 

50 / 20%200 / 80%

330 / 0.02% 
7 Region ranking
71 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
23 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
14 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN GOLF FEDERATION 
 No. 6 Ansari st. Nelson Mandela Blvd. Tehran

Iran

President: Mr. Hamid Azizi (Ph.D)
CEO/Secretary: Mr. Mehrdad 
Jamshidi

-
-
-

info@golfir.com
+98 21 262 02575
www.golfir.com

82,913,906

- / -%

-1

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- RoW ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

JORDAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Al Rasheed, Amman

Jordan

President: Hane Alabdallat
CEO/Secretary: Nidal al Majali

/jordangolfcommittee
-
-

hanialabdallat@gmail.com
+962785555500
www.jgfgolf.com

10,101,694

90 / 60%

93

50

1 / 1 

5 / 8%55 / 92%

150 / 0.001% 
8 Region ranking
81 R&A affiliates ranking

6 Region ranking
84 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
1 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ISRAEL GOLF FEDERATION
 P.O. Box 141,  - 38900, Caesarea

Israel*

President:
CEO/Secretary: Irit Peleg

/IsraelGolfFed
-
-

chairman@israelgolffed.org
+972543451516
www.israelgolffed.org

8,883,800

16 / 3%

-1

544

1 / 1 

62 / 12%466 / 88%

544 / 0.01% 
4 Region ranking
62 R&A affiliates ranking

5 Region ranking
58 R&A affiliates ranking

8 Region ranking
71 R&A affiliates ranking

*included in EGA report 2019
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

LEBANESE GOLF FEDERATION
 Golf Club of Lebanon, Beirut

Lebanon

President: Karim Salaam
CEO/Secretary: Nizar El Zein

/LebaneseGolfFederation/
-
/lgf

Info@lebanesegolffederation.org
+9613910868
www.lebanesegolffederation.org

6,855,713

19 / 5%

311

379

- / 1 

10 / 3%350 / 97%

379 / 0.01% 
6 Region ranking
68 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
78 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
53 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

OMAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 P.O. Box 2618, PC 111, Muscat

Oman (Sultanate of)

President: Mr Mundhir Al Barwani
CEO/Secretary: Jamie Wood

/golfi noman
@golfi noman
/golfi noman

jamie@golfoman.com
-
www.golfoman.com

4,974,986

60 / 8%

237

114

3 / 3 

100 / 14%640 / 86%

800 / 0.02% 
3 Region ranking
52 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
48 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
42 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

QATAR GOLF ASSOCIATION
 P.O. Box 6177, Westbay, Doha

Qatar

President:Hassan Nasser Al Naimi
CEO/Secretary: Fahad Nasser 
Al Naimi

/myqatargolf  
-
/myqatargolf

info@qga.com.qa
+97444832677
www.qga.com.qa

2,832,067

80 / 16%

316

83

3 / 4 

120 / 29%300 / 71%

500 / 0.02% 
5 Region ranking
65 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
6 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
25 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SAUDI ARABIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 P.O. Box 325422, Riyadh, 11371

Saudi Arabia

President: H.E. Yasir O. Al 
Rumayyan
CEO/Secretary:

-
-
-

info@saudigolffederation.com.sa
+966 11 203 1314
www.golfsaudi.com

34,268,528

300 / 11%

4013

206

4 / 2 

110 / 4%2,400 / 96%

2,680 / 0.008% 
2 Region ranking
34 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
75 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
34 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

EMIRATES GOLF FEDERATION
 Dubai Creek Golf & Yacht Club - Academy Building, Dubai

United Arab Emirates

President: H.E. Shaikh Fahim Bin Sultan 
Al Qasimi
CEO/Secretary: Adel Zarouni

/emiratesgolffederationofficial
@EGFuaegolf  
/emiratesgolffederation

info@egfgolf.com
+971 4 2952277
www.egfgolf.com

9,770,529

300 / 5%

5331

184

21 / 21 

828 / 15%4,568 / 85%

5,696 / 0.06% 
1 Region ranking
28 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
41 R&A affiliates ranking

6 Region ranking
52 R&A affiliates ranking
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Oceania.
Region Summary

Region total population:*

40,461,918
Total number of golf courses:

2,037
Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Australia:  
A Vision for Change

Its primary aim is to tackle a 
reduction in female members to 
just 20% of all club membership, 
the lowest figure on record.

The four-pillar strategy aims to 
significantly increase participation 
rates for women and girls by 2025, 
along with improving the culture and 
welcome at golf clubs around the 
country so the sport is visibly seen to 
be inclusive of everyone. “If we love 
golf, it’s actually our responsibility 
to help golf to be a sport for all,” 
said Golf Australia’s new Chief 
Executive, James Sutherland.

Back in February 2018, Golf Australia launched 
a strategy to address a fundamental 
imbalance in the sport and draw more 
women and girls to golf – Vision 2025.

AUSTRALIA
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What are the main 
pillars of Vision 2025?

1. Culture and leadership 
More women on boards and 
in senior positions across the 
industry; empowering clubs and 
courses to make them more 
welcoming; encouraging equal 
access and equal rights

2. Grassroots
Introductions to golf that are 
friendlier and more social; more 
emphasis on fun and family; better 
transition to courses and clubs; hubs 
and networks for women and girls

3. High performance 
and coaching
More role models to inspire the next 
generation; more female coaches 
to nurture and develop talent; more 
chances for the elite to compete 
and hone their skills; ensuring high 
performance pathways meet the 
specifi c needs of women and girls

4. Marketing and 
positioning
Changing the way the sport is 
perceived; more women and 
girls proud to say ‘I play golf’; 
promoting the fun, healthy, 
social game as a complimentary 
sport and a sport for life

“Through Vision 2025, Golf 
Australia intends to introduce 
and retain more women and 
girls in golf through innovative 
and inspiring age and gender 
appropriate programmes,” said 
Chyloe Kurdas, Female Engagement 
Senior Manager for Golf Australia, 
a role supported by funding 
from The R&A since 2018. 

As part of the strategy, Golf 
Australia is encouraging its 1,500 
clubs to provide equal access for 
all genders and from all ethnic 
backgrounds – which many already 
offer – and for clubs to take on 
more female board members and 
senior executives. “It’s a massive 
task, that’s why we’ve made it 

2025,’’ said Jill Spargo, Vision 
2025 Steering Group Chair, who 
believes a 30% female membership 
rate is a realistic target.

“It’s not something that’s going 
to happen quickly. A lot of clubs 
are doing good things out there, 
so we need to be identifying 
those clubs that are doing 
good things and sharing best 
practices with other clubs.”

LPGA Tour pro Hannah Green came 
to the sport in the footsteps of 
her golfi ng father but admits she 
might have been lost to golf had 
it not been for her friends, fi rstly 
at Hartfi eld Golf Club in Perth and 
then Mount Lawley Golf Club. “It’s 
just nice to play golf with another 
female,” she said. “I joined Mount 
Lawley and there were maybe seven 
other girls and I don’t think I’d be 
still playing golf if it wasn’t for them. 
You just feel more comfortable.”

Chyloe Kurdas, 
Female Engagement 
Senior Manager for 
Golf Australia

“Through Vision 2025, 
Golf Australia intends 
to introduce and 
retain more women 
and girls in golf 
through innovative 
and inspiring age and 
gender appropriate 
programmes.”
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Vision 2025 
achievements:
• The establishment of a Vision 

2025 Global Action Plan that is 
comprised of shared objectives 
across Golf Australia, Golf New 
South Wales, Golf Western 
Australia, PGA of Australasia, 
Australian Ladies Professional 
Golf and Golf Management 
Australia. The Global Action Plan 
encompasses 16 key focuses, 
with priority given to addressing 
low numbers of women on club 
boards; building the capacity 
of clubs and facilities to deliver 
needs driven participation 
opportunities for girls and women; 
increasing women’s involvement 
in participation delivery and 
in high performance coaching 
ranks; and, showcasing examples 
of club excellence in leading 
gender equality change in golf.

• Participation is also showing 
signs of progress. The female 
golf AusPlay data (survey of 
participation run by Sport 
Australia – includes adult 
member and non-member 
participation) shows a growth 
in female players from 188,500 
in 2018 to 209,800 in 2019-20.

• The COVID-19 pandemic, while 
challenging for society on a 
global scale, also contributed 
to an overall growth in golf 
participation in Australia in 2020 
– including among females.

In their report, “New member 
demand – the impact of COVID-19”, 
Golf Australia highlighted that more 
than 42,000 people joined golf 
clubs in the 10 months to the end of 
October 2020. That represented a 
surge in new membership demand 
of 126% nationally – despite the 
lengthy COVID-19 shutdown 
in metropolitan Melbourne. 

Golf Australia’s General Manager of 
Golf Development David Gallichio 
is optimistic about the fi ndings, 
compiled by Golf Business Advisory 
Services. “The numbers themselves 
are important right now,” he said. 
“But what is paramount for the 
game’s future is for us to ensure 
the retention of the new members 
and players by extrapolating the 
data and taking those lessons 
to our clubs and facilities.”

Male membership growth 
represented 88% of the total 
surge and it was women aged 50+ 
who were responsible for more 
than 56% of the female growth.

The report also revealed that 
year-to-date October data 
(excluding Victoria due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak that closed 
courses for three months) showed 
rounds 8% up on 2019 – and 22% 
in the months May to October. 
For this latter period, male and 
female rounds demand was up 
by 22% and 20%, respectively.

Kurdas added, “There is an air of 
change regarding women and girls’ 
golf in Australia and we now have 
to continue the momentum.”

Photos supplied courtesy of Golf Australia
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

COOK ISLANDS NATIONAL GOLF ASSOCIATION INC.
 C/o Rarotonga Golf Club, Nikao, Rarotonga

Cook Islands

President: Antony Will
CEO/Secretary: Allister Webb

/ckisga
-
-

secretary@golfcookislands.co.ck
+68254488
-

17,570

20 / 7%

102

140

2 / 0 

70 / 27%190 / 73%

280 / 1.6% 
5 Region ranking
74 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
8 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
44 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF AUSTRALIA
 Level 2/111 Coventry Street, South Melbourne, Victoria

Australia

President: Andrew Newbold
CEO/Secretary: James Sutherland

/GolfAust
@GolfAust
/golfaust

info@golf.org.au
+61 39626 5000
www.golf.org.au

25,364,307

13,127 / 3%

861,584

242

423 / 912 

74,442 / 20%296,225 / 80%

383,794 / 1.5% 
1 Region ranking
3 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
20 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
69 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF FIJI 
 G.P.O. BOX 320, Suva

Fiji

President: Mr Vidhya Lakhan
CEO/Secretary: Mr Graham 
Venkataya

-
-
-

golffijipresident@gmail.com
+679 999 8439
-

889,953

90 / 8%

3014

85

- / - 

100 / 9%1,000 / 91%

1,190 / 0.13% 
3 Region ranking
43 R&A affiliates ranking

5 Region ranking
65 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
41 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF NEW ZEALAND
 P.O. Box 28771, Remuera, Auckland

New Zealand

President: Murray Ward
CEO/Secretary: Dean Murphy

/nzgolf
@nzgolf
/nz_golf

dean@nzgolf.org.nz
+6494853230
www.golf.co.nz

4,917,000

5,304 / 2%

20416

537

116 / 268 

41,099 / 19%177,083 / 81%

223,486 / 4.5% 
2 Region ranking
5 R&A affiliates ranking

4 Region ranking
28 R&A affiliates ranking

5 Region ranking
73 R&A affiliates ranking
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New Zealand: Flexi Golf 
Model Supports Growth
“I play for fun with 
friends and family, often 
at different courses. 
Since I’ve joined Flexiclub, 
I’ve started to hand in 
my scorecards and I am 
really close to achieving 
getting my handicap 
and I enjoy keeping 
track of my progress. 
I haven’t joined a club 
due to work and family 
commitments, but one 
day it may be an option.”
Woman golfer, 42.

Golf was fi rst played in New Zealand 
at the Dunedin Golf Club in 1871  so 
2021 will see the country celebrate 
150 years of golf. Golf is also the 
most played sport in New Zealand 
with around half a million Kiwis 
playing each year. The industry 
employs over 2,000 people, has 
more than 6,000 volunteers, and 
contributes more than a billion 
New Zealand dollars (NZ$) annually 
to the national economy.

Importantly, developments 
around the sport include Golf New 
Zealand positively engaging with 
independent golfers. The process 
of involving non-club members in 
the sport is a signifi cant challenge 
for most national federations 
around the world. Golf New 
Zealand is perhaps leading the 
way in this fi eld in supporting 
the growth of the sport beyond 
traditional club membership.

LOVE Golf Flexiclub has been 
designed by Golf New Zealand 
to meet the needs of modern, 
casual golfers by providing greater 
fl exibility, increased affordability 
and therefore real credibility 
to encourage people to start, 
progress and stay in the sport. 

Offi cially launched in October 2018, 
LOVE Golf Flexiclub, is an ‘online 
virtual club’ designed to provide 
casual golfers with the fl exibility to 
pay for play at a variety of courses 
and a credible way to obtain an 
offi cial Golf New Zealand handicap.  

Flexiclub offers golfers multiple 
pricing options to cater for every 
budget including free registration 
on the national database, which 

has grown to 128,000 casual and 
independent golfers. Golfers 
then have a choice of an annual 
subscription for $120 or a monthly 
payment of $15. These subscription 
packages include other features 
and services: an offi cial Golf New 
Zealand handicap; access to an 
app to keep track of scores; to 
fi nd courses to play; to book tee 
times; and to communicate with 
other independent golfi ng friends.

Since the launch, an impressive 
2,846 golfers have joined the Golf 
Flexiclub scheme which allows Golf 
New Zealand to better understand 
who these players are, their 
golfi ng preferences and enables 
the federation to communicate 
with a growing base of casual 

NEW ZEALAND

Flexiclub
subscription

revenue

shared with 
participating golf clubs 
through levy rebate

20% shared with 
District Associations 
to provide funds for 
growing participation

30%

20%
Dean Murphy, 
CEO of Golf 
New Zealand
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What has Golf New Zealand learned about Flexiclub members?

Dean Murphy, Chief Executive at 
Golf New Zealand, said: “These 
learnings show that Flexiclub is 
working to inspire new golfers 
to engage in the game in a way 
they never have before, attracting 
lapsed golfers back and providing 
an option for those who are 
considering leaving the sport due 
to work or family commitments 
to continue playing the game.”

Many stakeholders across the 
golf sector have contributed their 
feedback to shape the development 
of Flexiclub. “The ability to 
connect and communicate with 
a growing base of casual golfers 
is important for golf as we seek 
to better understand their wants, 
needs and involvement in the 
game,” added a club’s General 

Manager. “It allows us to create 
and promote new experiences and 
offerings to grow participation and 
membership within our golf clubs.”

A shared revenue model is benefi ting 
all stakeholders – including the 
clubs, District Associations and 
Golf New Zealand itself. Flexiclub 
members contribute to the 
administration costs of the game 
which going forward presents an 
opportunity to reduce the affi liated 
levy for golf club members.  

In total, 30% of the Flexiclub 
subscription revenue is shared 
with participating golf clubs 
through a levy rebate, and a 
further 20% shared with District 
Associations to provide funds 
for growing participation.   

average age 
(61 for regular club members)

were registered as 
casual golfers

have been a member of 
another club in the past

move towards 
club membership

have never been a 
member of a club / 

never held a handicap

rounds have been played 
across the country in the 

Flexiclub scheme

players. Initially, Golf New Zealand 
restricted Flexiclub member 
numbers to 2,000 in the fi rst two 
years in order to test and trial the 
product but now expect numbers 
to grow in the coming years.

In 2019, golf club membership in 
New Zealand increased nationally by 
2.5% through a range of marketing 
and club support programmes, 
reversing a long running trend 
of small annual declines.

Membership of clubs continued 
to increase nationally throughout 
2020 with a rise of 7% being 
achieved and taking affi liated 
numbers to 111,000 people. Flexiclub 
is playing a part in this growth 
with 515 golfers having already 
gone on to join another club. 

Photo supplied courtesy of Golf New Zealand
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

PAPUA NEW GUINEA GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 P.O. Box 4632, Boroko, National Capital District

Papua New Guinea

President: Peter Del Monte
CEO/Secretary:

-
-
-

pnggolfassoc@gmail.com
+675 7809 0004
-

8,776,109

- / -%

-15

74

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

1,109 / 0.01% 
4 Region ranking
45 R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

SAMOA GOLF INCORPORATED
 P.O. Box 3770, Apia

Samoa

President: Tuilaepa Lupesoliai 
Sailele Malielegaoi
CEO/Secretary: Sam Sesega

-
-
-

samsesega@conservation.ws
+ 685 843 14 90
-

197,097

- / -%

-1

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

VANUATU GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Port Vila Golf & Country Club Mele Road / Port Vila

Vanuatu

President: Loic Bernier
CEO/Secretary: Ian Campbell

/vanuatugolf
-
-

lbernier@ck.com.vu
+67822629
-

299,882

25 / 12%

-5

42

- / - 

38 / 21%146 / 79%

209 / 0.07% 
6 Region ranking
77 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
19 R&A affiliates ranking

1 Region ranking
32 R&A affiliates ranking
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South America.
Region Summary

Region total population:*

430,496,983
Total number of golf courses:

717
Total Golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 23,301,000 1 75.00%

Canada 5,700,000 2 18.35%

Oceania 1,372,000 3 4.42%

Africa 439,000 4 1.41%

South America 204,000 5 0.66%

Middle East 26,000 6 0.08%

Caribbean 18,000 7 0.06%

Central America 9,000 8 0.03%

Registered adult female golfers

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 231,371 1 50.26%

Oceania 115,749 2 25.15%

Canada 65,043 3 14.13%

Africa 25,297 4 5.50%

South America 19,657 5 4.27%

Middle East 1,285 6 0.28%

Caribbean 1,576 7 0.34%

Central America 344 8 0.07%

Registered golfers (total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,898,838 1 60.65%

Oceania 610,068 2 19.48%

Canada 285,162 3 9.11%

Africa 186,559 4 5.96%

South America 126,819 5 4.05%

Middle East 11,079 6 0.35%

Caribbean 9,804 7 0.31%

Central America 2,706 8 0.09%

Registered junior golfers (girls & boys total)

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 203,293 1 79.15%

Oceania 18,566 2 7.23%

Canada 14,150 3 5.51%

Africa 12,883 4 5.02%

South America 5,979 5 2.33%

Middle East 945 6 0.37%

Caribbean 644 7 0.25%

Central America 372 8 0.14%

Registered adult male golfers 

Region Player 
numbers

R&A Affiliates 
Ranking

% Golfers 
in Region

Asia 1,449,840 1 60.49%

Oceania 474,644 2 19.80%

Canada 205,969 3 8.59%

Africa 146,626 4 6.12%

South America 101,333 5 4.23%

Middle East 8,979 6 0.37%

Caribbean 7,584 7 0.32%

Central America 1,990 8 0.08%
*Aggregated population of monitored  
R&A Affiliate countries in region
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Argentina: Ladies’ 9 Hole Tour

A focus on growing 
interest in golf for 
women and girls and 
advocating shorter 
formats of the sport are 
key areas for The R&A 
to broaden its appeal. 
Argentina is excelling 
in delivering in both. 

While the participation initiatives 
in Australia and New Zealand to 
increase the number of people 
playing nine-hole golf have received 
many plaudits, including working 
in tandem with The R&A’s annual 
9 Hole Challenge, the efforts in 
Argentina are equally worthy.

Organised by the Argentina Golf 
Association, a new 9 Hole Women’s 
National Programme and Tour, 
promoted as ‘Ladies’ 9’, started in 
March 2019 with 10 competitions 
taking place around the country. 
The results have been impressive, 
delivering the following:

• raising awareness of the 
benefi ts of nine-hole golf

• an increase in the number 
of women playing 

• an increase in more family golf 

• an increase in nine-hole 
competition rounds 

• an increase in club involvement 
in principal cities and regions

• a focus on more socialising 
and networking among women 
of different age groups

Each of the 10 competitions in 
2019 attracted, on average, 70 
women golfers. With gross and 
net categories and age group 
prize categories, a Grand Final 
was then held at San Isidro Golf 
Club. In total, around 500 formal 
nine-hole rounds were entered for 
handicap purposes (with the new 
World Handicap System making 
rounds easier to monitor).

Mike Leeson, Executive Director 
of the Argentina Golf Association, 
said, “Our funding from The R&A 
was instrumental to getting the 
project started. Many players said 
it was the fi rst tournament they 
had competed in. Organised with 

ARGENTINA
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shotgun starts in the morning 
and afternoon, this enabled 
the women at both tee times 
to share lunch together, and it 
emphasised that the social aspect 
of the event is as important as 
taking part in playing golf.” 

Photos of the competitions and 
winners were also shared through 
the association’s social media 
platforms to increase awareness 
of the initiative. Having signed 
up to The R&A Women in Golf 
Charter, the Argentina Golf 
Association were pleased with 
their progress in year one.

“In a way, it exceeded our 
expectations,” continued Leeson. 
“Nine-hole golf is appealing to 
women, especially newcomers to 
the sport. Many wanted to play 
in the afternoon again and we 
will look to give that option and 
have a separate competition. We 
also had numerous clubs asking 
to be part of the tour in 2020.”

While COVID-19 brought 
challenges in 2020, the ultimate 
outcome for golf in Argentina is to 
be successful in attracting more 
women, beginners and non-golfers 
from different backgrounds to 
the sport. This will be delivered 
by encouraging more clubs to 
organise nine-hole competitions 
and invite local players.

“The whole idea is getting more 
women to play and incorporate the 
nine-hole competition concept, 
targeting more women to have 
a handicap,” adds Leeson, who is 
looking to double the number of 
nine-hole competitions by 2021. 

“We are confi dent that from 2021 
the Tour will be established and 
we will have some sponsors that 
will make it sustainable. We will 
give support and create incentives 
to increase participation – such 
as establishing and providing 
access to Pro-Am’s around 
the concept. This is very much 
in line with our objectives for 
women’s golf, the Women in Golf 
Charter and nine-hole golf.”

“Our funding from The 
R&A was instrumental 
to getting the project 
started. Many players 
said it was the fi rst 
tournament they had 
competed in. Organised 
with shotgun starts in the 
morning and afternoon, 
this enabled the women 
at both tee times to 
share lunch together, and 
it emphasised that the 
social aspect of the event 
is as important as taking 
part in playing golf.” 

Mike Leeson, 
Executive 
Director of the 
Argentina Golf 
Association

Photos supplied courtesy of the 
Argentina Golf Association
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ARGENTINE GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Av Corrientes 538 piso 13, Caba, Buenos Aires

Argentina

President: Andres Schombaun
CEO/Secretary: Miguel Leeson

/Asociación-Argentina-de-
Golf-156706041058922/ 
@GolfAAG

leesonm@aag.org.ar
+5443251113
www.aag.org.ar

44,938,712

2,050 / 4%

72348

152

60 / 290 

7,650 / 15%43,350 / 85%

53,050 / 0.12% 
1 Region ranking
11 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
43 R&A affi liates ranking

9 Region ranking
63 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BOLIVIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 B/ Las Palmas, Edifi cio Horizontes, Departamento #503, Santa Cruz, Plurinacional

Bolivia

President: Alberto Landivar Romero
CEO/Secretary: Nelson Saucedo 
Cuellar

/federacionbolivianagolf/
- 
/boliviagolf

federaciongolf.bolivia@gmail.com
+59133554234
www.gol  ̧ olivia.com

11,513,100

240 / 27%

011

80

1 / 9 

45 / 7%600 / 93%

885 / 0.01% 
9 Region ranking
50 R&A affi liates ranking

10 Region ranking
71 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
11 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

BRAZILIAN GOLF CONFEDERATION
 Rua Pais de Araújo 29, cjs 32/33 São Paulo

Brazil

President: Osmar da Costa 
Sobrinho
CEO/Secretary:

/cbgolfe 
-
/cbgolfe

golfe@cbgolfe.com.br
+55 11 3254-5757
www.cbgolfe.com.br

211,049,527

330 / 4%

29126

63

112 / 3 

1,100 / 14%6,570 / 86%

8,000 / 0.004% 
5 Region ranking
25 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
45 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
60 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CHILEAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Av. San Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer 6165, Vitacura, Santiago

Chile

President: Felipe Bertin Puga
CEO/Secretary: Edgardo Bello 
Lutter

/golfi stas.dechile
@chilegolf
/chilegolf

elutter@chilegolf.cl
+56997106433
-

18,952,038

1,169 / 5%

8080

303

25 / 31 

4,154 / 18%18,947 / 82%

24,270 / 0.13% 
2 Region ranking
15 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
32 R&A affi liates ranking

6 Region ranking
57 R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

COLOMBIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Carrera 7#72a-64 Int 26, Bogota, Cundinamarca

Colombia

President: Camilo Sanchez Collins
CEO/Secretary: Carlos Guillermo 
Vila

/Fedegolf
@fedegolf
/fedegolf_col

fedegolf@federacioncolombianaegolf.com
+571 3107664
www.federacioncolombianadegolf.com

50,339,443

910 / 7%

8067

206

10 / 56 

2,090 / 16%10,822 / 84%

13,822 / 0.03% 
4 Region ranking
20 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
38 R&A affi liates ranking

4 Region ranking
47 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

CURACAO GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 Old Quarry GC, Santa Barbara Plantation Rd, Willemstad

Curacao

President:
CEO/Secretary: Jane Westrate

-
-
-

oldquarrygolf@
santabarbaraplantation.com
+599 9 840 6886

157,538

- / -%

-3

-

- / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affi liates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

ECUADOR GOLF FEDERATION
 Francisco Salazar E10-37 y José Luis Tamayo, Quito, Pichincha

Ecuador

President: Francisco Torres
CEO/Secretary: Alex Carpio

/federacion.ecuatorianadegolf.9/
@FEG_EC
/feg_golf

fedecuat@feg.org.ec
+59322235305
www.feg.org.ec

17,373,662

65 / 7%

1210

95

3 / 6 

170 / 19%715 / 81%

950 / 0.01% 
8 Region ranking
49 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
25 R&A affiliates ranking

3 Region ranking
46 R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
12-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

FALKLAND ISLANDS GOLF FEDERATION
 -

Falkland Islands

President: Mike Summers
CEO/Secretary: Gareth Goodwin

-
-
-

golf@falklandsNSC.org.¼
+500- 52604
-

3,519

- / -%

-1

-

1 / - 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

GOLF ASSOCIATION OF PANAMA
 Calle Diana Morgan #2040, Edificio Comité Olímpico de Panamá, Llanos de Curundú, Panamá

Panama

President: Jean Pierre De Roux
CEO/Secretary: Adalberto Pinzón 
Cortez

/apagolfpty
@apagolfpty
/apagolfpty

comunicaciones@apagolf.com.pa
+5072325772
www.apagolf.com.pa

4,246,439

150 / -%

3613

-

3 / 10 

- / -%- / -%

- / -% 
11 Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

- Region ranking
- R&A affiliates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player  
& development squad golfers

Total affiliated golf courses 
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

PARAGUAYAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Comite Olimpico Paraguay, Luque

Paraguay

President: Arnaldo Acosta
CEO/Secretary: Paola Ricciardi

/asopygolf
@asopygolf
/apgoficial

secretaria@apg.org.py
+595 21 328 3681
www.apg.org.py

7,044,636

59 / 7%

608

102

- / 6 

74 / 10%679 / 90%

812 / 0.01% 
10 Region ranking
51 R&A affiliates ranking

9 Region ranking
62 R&A affiliates ranking

2 Region ranking
43 R&A affiliates ranking
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Paraguay: Amazing Women 
and Girls’ Success
While home to only 
six courses, there 
have been many 
memorable moments in 
Paraguay’s remarkable 
golfi ng history.

Back in 1993, their men’s 
professional team travelled over 
to Scotland for the Alfred Dunhill 
Cup in St Andrews and a round 
one victory stunned a home side 
featuring Colin Montgomerie 
and Sam Torrance. A year later, 
Celeste Troche won the South 
American Junior Championship 
for the fi rst time, a signpost 
for future success, before she 
became the fi rst Paraguayan 
player to make it to the LPGA.

Then, in 2007, Troche and Julieta 
Granada stole the show to lead 
from start-to-fi nish and win 
the Women’s World Cup of Golf 
at Sun City in South Africa, 
pushing the American Solheim 
Cup pairing of Juli Inkster and 
Pat Hurst into second place. 

Carlos Franco, part of that winning 
team over the Old Course in 
’93, is arguably Paraguay’s most 
famous golfer, with the 18-hole 
Golf & Country Club in Arroyos 
Esteros bearing his name. Fabrizio 
Zanotti and the female duo of 
Troche and Granada also act as 
role models for young players.

Indeed, it is the country’s great 
success with women and girls’ 
golf that presently stands out.

In 2008, the Paraguayan Golf 
Association began working with 
a selected group of leaders to 
implement a high-performance 
programme for aspiring young 
golfers. A process in which a 
key outcome is to support golf 
within the ‘family’ environment, 
including working together 
to provide fi nancial, social 
and emotional assistance. 

“We consider points such as 
the culture itself, role models, 
coaching and the creation of 

teams as very important,” says 
Arnaldo Acosta, President of the 
Paraguayan Golf Association, 
which was founded in 1979.

As part of their efforts, the 
Paraguayan Golf Association have 
focused on staging a national 
circuit for juniors, developing players 
and increasing participation for 
the most talented in prestigious 
international tournaments. For 
a small country with little more 
than 1,000 registered players – one 
of only two landlocked countries 
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in South America – the results 
have been impressive, notably 
on the high-performance side. 

Milagros Chaves, Paloma Vaccaro, 
Sofi a Garcia, Fernanda Escauriza, 
Anahi Servin, Giovanna Fernandez 
and Katia Meyer are among 
those who have all shone.

Four players currently sit inside the 
top 500 in the World Amateur Golf 
Ranking®, including Garcia within 
the top 50. Garcia achieved history 
back in 2016 when she defended the 
South American Amateur title at 
Lima Golf Club in Peru aged only 16. 

Culturally, Paraguayan women 
are very strong, focused and 
determined. This strength is rooted 
in history. At the end of the Great 
War with Brazil, Argentina and 
Uruguay in 1870, where the male 
population was greatly reduced, 
it was Paraguayan women who 
were in charge of leading the 
country and taking it forward.

Fast forward to 2019 and players 
from Paraguay participated in 
more than 10 international events. 
Player participation constantly 
increased during the year with over 
100 players competing in junior 
tournaments and over 60 in scratch 
and professional tournaments.

International results were excellent, 
with gold and silver medals 
achieved in tournaments such 
as the South American Amateur, 
the Pan American Games and 
repeated success in the Copa Los 
Andes (also known as the South 
American Team Championship).

“I was fortunate to lead this group 
of great players for the last 11 
years to all the South American 
pre-junior, Junior, Copa Los Andes 
and World Championships,” notes 
Acosta, also captain of the women’s 
teams between 2008 to 2019.

“Despite golf being an individual 
sport and having extraordinary 
players, we as an Association 
believe that beyond their great 
individual capacity, creating a team 
spirit and friendship has greatly 
enhanced their performance.”

Regular communication with 
players in different parts of the 
world, talks and engagement with 
professionals still involved in the 
high-performance programme, 
such as Granada and Zanotti, has 
also aided Paraguay’s success.

In 2020, the process continued to 
develop, with initiatives introduced 
seeking to also improve the 
preparation and training of juniors 

in aspects of physical and mental 
training. The global COVID-19 
pandemic struck but their focus 
remains unchanged, highlighted 
with their commitment to The 
R&A Women in Golf Charter.

“We are committed to continuing to 
develop women’s golf in Paraguay 
– not only players but volunteers, 
and more women working in 
the industry,” added Acosta.

“We are committed
 to continuing to 
develop women’s golf 
in Paraguay – not only 
players but volunteers, 
and more women 
working in the industry.”

Photos supplied courtesy of the 
Paraguayan Golf Association

Arnaldo Acosta, 
President of the 
Paraguayan Golf 
Association
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Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

PERUVIAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Calle Conde de la Monclova 315 Ofi cina, San Isidro, Lima

Peru

President: Martin Serkovic
CEO/Secretary: Martin Alarco

/golfperu
@golfperu
/golfperu

admin.fpg@fpg.pe
+5114411500
www.fpg.pe

32,510,453

145 / 4%

3614

280

5 / 10 

738 / 20%3,037 / 80%

3,920 / 0.01% 
6 Region ranking
30 R&A affi liates ranking

1 Region ranking
24 R&A affi liates ranking

10 Region ranking
67 R&A affi liates ranking

Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

URUGUAYAN GOLF ASSOCIATION
 Benito Nardone 2278, Montevideo

Uruguay

President: Pablo Faget
CEO/Secretary: Federico Armas

/auggolf
@AUG05985262
/aug_uy

info@aug.org.uy
+59827115285
www.aug.org.uy

3,461,734

110 / 6%

7211

175

4 / 8 

266 / 15%1,546 / 85%

1,922 / 0.06% 
7 Region ranking
37 R&A affi liates ranking

7 Region ranking
44 R&A affi liates ranking

5 Region ranking
51 R&A affi liates ranking

92

R&A Participation 
Report 2021

Federation Statistics: South America



Registered golfers per courseTotal population Registered golfers / % of population

Adult female registered golfers

National squad / elite player 
& development squad golfers

Total affi liated golf courses
9-hole / 18-hole

Total golf courses

Adult male registered golfers Junior registered golfers
/ % of adult registered golfers / % of adult registered golfers / % of total registered golfers

VENEZUELAN GOLF FEDERATION
 Av. Eugenio Mendoza, Edif. Iasa, Ofi  M02, Urb. La Castellana, Caracas, Miranda

Venezuela

President: Rafael Barrios De Jongh
CEO/Secretary: Diego Castillo

/FedegolfVzla
@fedegolfvzla
/fedegolfvzla

fvg@fvg.org
+582122652839
www.fvg.org

28,515,829

751 / 4%

4022

871

7 / 11 

3,370 / 18%15,040 / 82%

19,161 / 0.07% 
3 Region ranking
17 R&A affi liates ranking

3 Region ranking
31 R&A affi liates ranking

8 Region ranking
62 R&A affi liates ranking

Photo courtesy of Venezuelan Golf Federation
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National Federation Statistical Summary.

Registered golfers – ranked from highest to lowest player numbers

Market Player Nos. 
Japan 629,224 
China 520,000 
Australia 383,794 
Canada 285,162 
New Zealand 223,486 
Republic of Korea 214,000 
Malaysia 183,050  
South Africa 133,717 
India 100,000 
Chinese Taipei (R.O.C.) 61,500 
Argentina 53,050 
Singapore 40,000 
Vietnam 39,326 
Philippines 25,000 
Chile 24,270 
Thailand 22,016 
Venezuela 19,161 
Pakistan 18,000 
Indonesia 14,084
Colombia 13,822 
Hong Kong 13,359 
Nigeria 11,000
Kenya 8,714 
Bangladesh 8,666 
Brazil 8,000 
Turkey 6,739
Morocco 6,688
United Arab Emirates 5,696 
Zambia 5,600
Peru 3,920 
Zimbabwe 3,910 
Dominican Republic 3,000 
Ghana 3,000 
Saudi Arabia 2,680
Bermuda 2,500 
Egypt 2,500 
Uruguay 1,922 
Namibia 1,650 
Trinidad & Tobago 1,520 
Guatemala 1,495 
Uganda 1,250 
Mauritius 1,241 
Fiji 1,190
Bahamas (The) 1,159 
Papua New Guinea 1,109
Nepal 1,050 
Kazakhstan 1,020 
Tunisia 953 
Ecuador 950 
Bolivia 885 
Paraguay 812 

Market Player Nos.   
Sultanate of Oman 800 
Tanzania 751 
Costa Rica 750 
Malawi 727 
Barbados 706
Eswatini 677
Jamaica 660 
Botswana 610
Algeria 600
Israel 544
Ivory Coast 500 
Qatar 500 
Congo (Democratic Republic of) 553
Cambodia 500
Senegal 415 
Sri Lanka 400 
Lebanon 379 
Gabon 371 
Libya 336
Bahrain (Kingdom of) 330 
Afghanistan 300 
El Salvador 300 
Cook Islands 280 
Madagascar 250 
Myanmar 228
Vanuatu 209
Cayman Islands 176 
Azerbaijan 171
Gambia (The) 162 
Nicaragua 161 
Seychelles 156 
Georgia 155
Jordan 150 
Mongolia 123
Armenia 110
Saint Maarten 83
Kyrgyzstan 45
Belize 27
Bhutan -
Cameroon -
Curacao -
Falkland Islands -
Haiti -
Honduras -
Iran -
Laos -
Liberia -
Panamá -
Samoa -
Sierra Leone -
Virgin Islands -

The following tables rank and detail the national federation supplied statistics to show comparability globally 
across The R&A’s Affiliates outside of Europe.
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Registered golfers per course

Market Player Nos.   
Singapore 1,429

Hong Kong 954 

Venezuela 871 

China 843 

Malaysia 753 

Chinese Taipei (R.O.C.) 699 

Israel 544 

New Zealand 537 

Vietnam 457 

Bangladesh 433 

Bermuda 417 

Lebanon 379 

Pakistan 353 

India 336 

Chile 303 

Afghanistan 300 

South Africa 280 

Peru 280 

Republic of Korea 264 

Guatemala 249

Australia 242

Zambia 215

Nepal 210

Colombia 206 

Saudi Arabia 206

Turkey 204 

Japan 200 

Nigeria 200

Kenya 194 

Philippines 191 

Trinidad & Tobago 190 

Ghana 188 

United Arab Emirates 184 

Uruguay 175 

Ivory Coast 167 

Argentina 152 

Cook Islands 140 

Senegal 138 

Namibia 118 

Sultanate of Oman 114 

Kazakhstan 113 

Canada 111 

Armenia 110 

Morocco 110 

Zimbabwe 103 

Paraguay 102 

Barbados 101 

El Salvador 100 

Ecuador 95 

Bahamas (The) 89 

Cayman Islands 88 

Market Player Nos.   
Dominican Republic 86 

Fiji 85

Eswatini 85 

Libya 84 

Qatar 83 

Saint Maarten 83 

Indonesia 83

Mauritius 83 

Gambia (The) 81 

Bolivia 80 

Seychelles 78 

Botswana 76

Gabon 74 

Papua New Guinea 74

Thailand 69 

Uganda 66 

Egypt 64 

Brazil 63 

Tanzania 63 

Malawi 61

Jamaica 60 

Tunisia 60 

Azerbaijan 57 

Bahrain (Kingdom of) 55 

Costa Rica 54 

Georgia 52 

Jordan 50 

Madagascar 50 

Sri Lanka 50 

Vanuatu 42

Nicaragua 40 

Mongolia 31

Belize 14 

Myanmar 2

Algeria -

Bhutan -

Cambodia -

Cameroon -

Curacao -

Congo (Democratic Republic of) -

Falkland Islands -

Haiti -

Honduras -

Iran -

Kyrgyzstan -

Laos -

Liberia -

Panamá -

Samoa -

Sierra Leone -

Virgin Islands -
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Adult male registered golfers – showing player numbers and % of adult golfers

Market % Player Nos.    
Belize 100% 27 

Libya 100% 136

India 99% 97,000 

Pakistan 99% 17,000 

Bangladesh 97% 8,059 

Lebanon 97% 350 

Philippines 96% 23,500 

Saudi Arabia 96% 2,400

Ivory Coast 95% 350 

Myanmar 95% 160

Nepal 94% 800 

Bolivia 93% 600 

Dominican Republic 93% 2,650 

Vietnam 93% 33,426 

Jamaica 92% 550 

Jordan 92% 55 

Nicaragua 92% 121 

Cayman Islands 91% 154 

Fiji 91% 1,000

Japan 90% 561,000 

Paraguay 90% 679 

Azerbaijan 89% 136

Eswatini 89% 585

Sri Lanka 89% 200 

Afghanistan 88% 150 

Israel 88% 466

Saint Maarten 88% 59 

Senegal 88% 350 

South Africa 88% 112,928 

Tanzania 88% 568 

Guatemala 87% 1,219 

Malaysia 87% 157,764 

Namibia 87% 1,347 

Seychelles 87% 130 

Brazil 86% 6,570 

Sultanate of Oman 86% 640 

Uganda 86% 900 

Zimbabwe 86% 3,064 

Argentina 85% 43,350 

Republic of Korea 85% 180,000 

United Arab Emirates 85% 4,568 

Uruguay 85% 1,546 

Colombia 84% 10,822 

Kenya 84% 6,537 

Zambia 84% 4,300

Bahamas (The) 83% 812 

Costa Rica 83% 500 

Mongolia 83% 102 

Trinidad & Tobago 83% 1,075 

Chile 82% 18,947 

Singapore 82% 31,200 

Market % Player Nos.    
Venezuela 82% 15,040 

Ecuador 81% 715 

Egypt 81% 1,625 

Georgia 81% 110 

Mauritius 81% 967 

New Zealand 81% 177,083 

Thailand 81% 14,529 

Australia 80% 296,225 

Bahrain (Kingdom of) 80% 200 

China 80% 280,000 

Ghana 80% 2,000 

Peru 80% 3,037 

Vanuatu 79% 146

Madagascar 78% 180 

El Salvador 77% 150 

Tunisia 77% 481 

Canada 76% 205,969 

Barbados 76% 534

Armenia 75% 45 

Kazakhstan 75% 600 

Malawi 75% 460 

Gabon 74% 258 

Hong Kong 74% 9,431 

Cook Islands 73% 190 

Gambia (The) 73% 73 

Qatar 71% 300 

Bermuda 70% 1,750 

Turkey 70% 2,788 

Morocco 66% 3727

Nigeria 65% 5,500

Chinese Taipei (R.O.C.) 56% 32000

Algeria - -

Bhutan - -

Botswana - -

Cambodia - -

Cameroon - -

Curacao - -

Congo (Democratic Republic of) - -

Falkland Islands - -

Haiti - -

Honduras - -

Indonesia - -

Iran - -

Kyrgyzstan - -

Laos - -

Liberia - -

Panamá - -

Papua New Guinea - -

Samoa - -

Sierra Leone - -

Virgin Islands - -
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Adult female registered golfers – showing player numbers and % of adult golfers

Market % Player Nos.    
Chinese Taipei (R.O.C.) 44% 25,200 

Nigeria 35% 3,000

Morocco 34% 1,914

Bermuda 30% 739 

Turkey 30% 1,190 

Qatar 29% 120 

Cook Islands 27% 70 

Gambia (The) 27% 27 

Hong Kong 26% 3,362 

Gabon 26% 90 

Armenia 25% 15 

Kazakhstan 25% 200 

Malawi 25% 150 

Barbados 24% 172

Canada 24% 65,043 

El Salvador 23% 45 

Tunisia 23% 142 

Madagascar 22% 50 

Vanuatu 21% 38

Australia 20% 74,442 

Bahrain (Kingdom of) 20% 50 

China 20% 70,000 

Ghana 20% 500 

Peru 20% 738 

Ecuador 19% 170 

Egypt 19% 375 

Georgia 19% 25 

Mauritius 19% 228 

New Zealand 19% 41,099 

Thailand 19% 3,406 

Chile 18% 4,154 

Singapore 18% 6,800 

Venezuela 18% 3,370 

Bahamas (The) 17% 166 

Costa Rica 17% 100 

Mongolia 17% 21 

Trinidad & Tobago 17% 225 

Colombia 16% 2,090 

Kenya 16% 1,200 

Zambia 16% 800

Argentina 15% 7,650 

Republic of Korea 15% 32,000 

United Arab Emirates 15% 828 

Uruguay 15% 266 

Brazil 14% 1,100 

Sultanate of Oman 14% 100 

Uganda 14% 150 

Zimbabwe 14% 494 

Guatemala 13% 188 

Malaysia 13% 24,038 

Namibia 13% 195 

Market % Player Nos.    
Senegal 13% 50 

Seychelles 13% 20 

Afghanistan 12% 20 

Israel 12% 62

Saint Maarten 12% 8 

South Africa 12% 15,728 

Tanzania 12% 81 

Azerbaijan 11% 17

Eswatini 11% 75

Sri Lanka 11% 25 

Japan 10% 60,000 

Paraguay 10% 74 

Cayman Islands 9% 16 

Fiji 9% 100

Jamaica 8% 50 

Jordan 8% 5 

Nicaragua 8% 11 

Bolivia 7% 45 

Dominican Republic 7% 200 

Vietnam 7% 2,537 

Nepal 6% 50 

Ivory Coast 5% 20 

Myanmar 5% 20

Philippines 4% 1,000 

Saudi Arabia 4% 110

Bangladesh 3% 265 

Lebanon 3% 10 

India 1% 1,000 

Pakistan 1% 200 

Belize 0% 0 

Libya 0% 0

Algeria - -

Bhutan - -

Botswana - -

Cambodia - -

Cameroon - -

Curacao - -

Congo (Democratic Republic of) - -

Falkland Islands - -

Haiti - -

Honduras - -

Indonesia - -

Iran - -

Kyrgyzstan - -

Laos - -

Liberia - -

Panamá - -

Papua New Guinea - -

Samoa - -

Sierra Leone - -

Virgin Islands - -
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Junior registered golfers – showing player numbers and % of junior golfers

Market % Player Nos.    
Jordan 60% 90

Libya 60% 200

Armenia 45% 50

Sri Lanka 44% 175

Afghanistan 43% 130

Turkey 41% 2,761

Gambia (The) 38% 62

El Salvador 35% 105

Tunisia 35% 330

China 33% 170,000

Bolivia 27% 240

Ivory Coast 26% 130

Myanmar 26% 60

Bahrain (Kingdom of) 24% 80

Nigeria 23% 2,500

Kazakhstan 22% 220

Costa Rica 20% 150

Egypt 20% 500

Nepal 19% 200

Saint Maarten 19% 16

Thailand 19% 4,081

Nicaragua 18% 29

Ghana 17% 500

Bahamas (The) 16% 181

Malawi 16% 117

Morocco 16% 1,047

Qatar 16% 80

Uganda 16% 200

Tanzania 14% 102

Trinidad & Tobago 14% 220

Georgia 13% 20

Vanuatu 12% 25

Azerbaijan 11% 18

Kenya 11% 977

Saudi Arabia 11% 300

Jamaica 9% 60

Vietnam 9% 3,363

Zambia 9% 500

Zimbabwe 9% 352

Fiji 8% 90

Madagascar 8% 20

Sultanate of Oman 8% 60

Chinese Taipei (R.O.C.) 7% 4,300

Colombia 7% 910

Cook Islands 7% 20

Ecuador 7% 65

Namibia 7% 108

Paraguay 7% 59

Gabon 6% 23

Guatemala 6% 88

Uruguay 6% 110

Market % Player Nos.    
Canada 5% 14,150

Chile 5% 1,169

Dominican Republic 5% 150

Lebanon 5% 19

United Arab Emirates 5% 300

Singapore 5% 2,000

Argentina 4% 2,050

Bangladesh 4% 342

Brazil 4% 330

Hong Kong 4% 566

Mauritius 4% 46

Pakistan 4% 800

Peru 4% 145

Senegal 4% 15

Seychelles 4% 6

South Africa 4% 5,061

Venezuela 4% 751

Australia 3% 13,127

Cayman Islands 3% 6

Eswatini 3% 17

Israel 3% 16

Botswana 2% 10

India 2% 2,000

Indonesia 2% 295

New Zealand 2% 5,304

Philippines 2% 500

Japan 1% 8,224

Republic of Korea 1% 2,000

Malaysia 1% 1,248

Bermuda 0% 11

Barbados 0% 0

Belize 0% 0

Mongolia 0% 0

Algeria - -

Bhutan - -

Cambodia - -

Cameroon - -

Curacao - -

Congo (Democratic Republic of) - -

Falkland Islands - -

Haiti - -

Honduras - -

Iran - -

Kyrgyzstan - -

Laos - -

Liberia - -

Papua New Guinea - -

Panamá - -

Samoa - -

Sierra Leone - -

Virgin Islands - -
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Glossary.
The information included in the 
individual country statistics has been 
provided by the national federations, 
the National Golf Foundation, with 
additional support from the IGF 
(International Golf Federation) 
and Sports Marketing Surveys 
market knowledge. The source of 
the national population figures is 
the World Bank Data (2019). 

The definitions of the key 
performance indicators follow.

MARKET COVERAGE 
All countries included in this report are 
Affiliates of The R&A, and the allocation 
by region is based on the ISO list of 
countries published by the International 
Organisation for Standardisation 
(ISO), which defines the names of 
countries, dependent territories, and 
special areas of geographical interest. 

This report covers the Affiliates to The 
R&A from around the world outside 
of Europe. This does include some 
countries who are members of the 
European Golf Association (EGA) whose 
data was included in the 2019 report on 
Europe Participation. Where countries 
have been reported in both publications, 
this is to ensure market consistency 
with Golf Around the World (published 
by The R&A using data collected 
on its behalf by the National Golf 
Foundation) to ensure comparability 
with the number of golf courses in the 
different regions. Data reported for 
those markets in the European Golf 
Participation Report 2019 has been 
reproduced as previously reported. 

Countries which may be geographically 
located in the regions covered in this 
report but not affiliates of The R&A 
have not been listed and included. 

TOTAL POPULATION  
The national population figures (World 
Bank 2019). The regional populations 
quoted within the report are the 
aggregated country populations of 
the countries affiliated to The R&A 
in that region. This enables analysis 

of the number of golfers within 
the monitored markets of a region 
against the populations of those 
markets. It is not the World Bank 
aggregated total populations of all 
countries as defined by the ISO.

REGISTERED GOLFERS  
Total golfers, adult and junior, who are 
affiliated to the national federation. 
This reflects those golfers who are 
either a member of a golf club, or who 
have joined or registered separately 
with the national federation for the 
purposes of obtaining a handicap 
or an official playing accreditation. 
Where registered golfers are shown 
in italics – this is due to data not 
being provided by the federation, 
and an estimate has been made. 

% OF POPULATION  
Registered golfers as a percentage 
of the population illustrate the 
penetration of golf within each country. 

TOTAL GOLFERS  
This is the accepted measure of 
golfer numbers in each market and 
is representative of total full course 
players. Total Golfers includes those 
defined as Registered Golfers (affiliated 
to the national federation or a golf 
club member) and those Independent 
or Nomad golfers who Pay-and-Play 
for their rounds as green-fee players. 
Where driving range or golf simulator 
usage may be the only golf product 
and experience available to a player, 
these players may be included in the 
Total Golfer number. Inclusion may be 
based on geographical, infrastructure 
or cultural factors – and are included 
on agreement with national federation 
and industry experts. The numbers for 
Total Golfers are measured through 
undertaking a nationally representative 
participation study, or are estimated 
by applying algorithms influenced 
by comparative market and cultural 
aspects, golfer-per-course relationships 
and are relative to registered 
golfer numbers or other nationally 
available participation metrics. 

GOLF ACTIVES 
Golf Actives is a measure of the total 
individuals – adults and children – 
who have had some form of active 
involvement in golf in the last 12 
months. Golf Actives includes those 
who have played or tried golf including 
Adventure Golf, pitch-&-putt,  
par-3 golf, driving range, gamification 
experiences (such as TopGolf), golf 
simulator play, as well as full length 
golf course players on 6-hole, 9-hole 
or 18-hole layouts. The numbers 
are generated through a nationally 
representative household survey. 

The Golf Active individual has been 
exposed to the sport in one of many 
different formats, and maybe the 
most likely target to develop to regular 
full-course play (a measure of Total 
Golfers) and to becoming a golf club 
member or affiliated to the national 
federation (a Registered Golfer). 

REGION RANKING 
Analysis of how each region compares 
against others for monitored Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) and 
ranking them on these metrics.

R&A AFFILIATES RANKING 
Comparison of each country against 
all other R&A Affiliates (excluding 
Europe) globally for monitored Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) and 
ranking them on these metrics.

REGISTERED GOLFERS PER COURSE 
(Golf Around the World Courses) 
Total registered golfers per course 
calculated from The R&A’s report on 
courses – ‘Golf Around the World’ 
which explores golf’s global reach 
through the supply of golf courses, 
existing and under development – 
showing total courses per country. 
Provides a comparative measure of 
demand and usage from affiliated 
golfers per golf course for the 
federation in each country.  
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Glossary.
NATIONAL SQUAD / ELITE PLAYER & 
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD GOLFERS  
Number of absolute players in 
the national squads, on the elite 
development squad programmes 
including national teams from 
adult, senior to junior players run 
by the national federation. 

ADULT MALE REGISTERED GOLFERS /  
ADULT FEMALE REGISTERED GOLFERS  
Absolute number of adult male 
and female golfers registered or 
affiliated to the national federation.

% OF ADULT REGISTERED GOLFERS  
Male / female split of the absolute 
number of adult male and female 
golfers to indicate the penetration 
of golf amongst the male-&-female 
adult genders. Indicative of success in 
achieving equality in participation and 
creation of a family sport in the market. 

JUNIOR REGISTERED GOLFERS /  
% of TOTAL REGISTERED GOLFERS  
Absolute number of junior golfers 
registered or affiliated to the national 
federation, and calculated as a 
percentage of total registered golfers. 
Indicative of success in broadening 
the appeal of the sport to a younger 
generation, and towards achieving 
equality in participation and creation 
of a family sport in the market.

TOTAL GOLF COURSES  
(Golf Around the World) 
Total golf courses per country as 
monitored and measured through The 
R&A ‘Golf Around the World’ programme 
which explores golf’s global reach 
through the supply of golf courses, 
existing and under development carried 
out in association with the National 
Golf Foundation. The country totals will 
include those courses not affiliated to 
the national federations. Used as the 
golf course variable in the calculation 
of total registered golfers per course. 

TOTAL 9-HOLE GOLF COURSES  
Number of 9-hole golf courses 
affiliated to the national federation. 
A good measure of facilities from 
starter venues to established 
standalone 9-hole golf courses. 

TOTAL 18-HOLE GOLF COURSES  
Number of 18-hole golf courses 
affiliated to the national federation.  

NOTE 
For clarification, the total sum of 
9-hole, 18-hole and Other Golf 
Courses affiliated to the national 
federation may not equal the absolute 
number of golf courses from the 
Golf Around the World monitor. 

Reference to full length golf courses 
include 6-hole, 9-hole, 18-hole or other 
combination of hole layouts of standard 
length holes. Pitch & putt, and Par-3 
golf courses are defined and monitored 
in addition to full length courses.

Reflection on Data Collection Process.

The data collection process is a 
challenging one. The R&A, working 
with Sports Marketing Surveys, has 
attempted to gather key data from 
more than 100 different national 
federations. As this information is 
being gathered for the first time it is 
not always possible to benchmark 
the submitted information against 
other sources or to interrogate every 
piece of data that is submitted. 

Sports Marketing Surveys would like to 
thank Mark Lawrie (R&A Director, Latin 
America & Caribbean) and Dominic 
Wall (R&A Director, Asia Pacific) for 
their significant support in contacting 
and liaising with the national 
federations to source the information.

Sports Marketing Surveys have 
attempted to liaise individually with 
federations in order to evaluate and 
confirm the accuracy of the information 
that is being collated. This has not 
been possible in all instances.

It is anticipated that the accuracy 
will increase in future data collection 
and reporting, and replication of 
the process will facilitate this.

Improvements will also result 
through ongoing benchmarking. This 
programme will become an ongoing 
monitor which will allow federations 
to establish a recording process that 
allows them to collect data relating to 
their golfers. This is not only useful for 
the purposes of reporting but will help 
the federations with understanding 
their own golfing landscape.
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“This report brings data together from many 
international affiliate markets for the first 
time. This is an important milestone and the 
report provides valuable insights regarding 
participation among golfers in countries 
and regions in which we work to grow and 
develop the sport. There are 39 million 
golfers under our jurisdiction of which 31 
million are covered by the countries in this 
report. We will continue to invest in research 
so that we can identify trends and use these 
insights to inform our activities in golf and 
support our international affiliates with the 
aim of ensuring that the sport continues to 
thrive 50 years’ from now.”

Martin Slumbers 
Chief Executive, The R&A.
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