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2019 Rules Fact Sheet. Alignme(Rule 10.2b)

What is new?

1 Nobody can help you with your alignment for the stroke. This is an essential skill which
you must do for yourself.

1 This is a new rule anthe key isthat it affects you once yoBEGINo take your stance. At
this moment, you must make sure that your caddie is not deliberatelaradingdirectly
behind you. If heor sheis there deliberatelyg for any reasong you will be in breach of the
rule. There is no wayout of this breachwhich means you cannot avoid the penalty by
backing away and starting again. The penalty is two strokes

DIAGRAM 10.2b: CADDIE STANDING IN LOCATION ON OR CLOSE TO LINE
OF PLAY BEHIND BALL
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The caddie is not standing in a locationon ~ The caddie is standing in a location on
or close to an extension of the line of play or close to an extension of the line of
behind the ball when the player begins play behind the ball when the player
taking the stance for the stroke and, begins taking the stance for the stroke,
provided the caddie does not move into  so there is a breach of Rule 10.2b.
such a position prior to the stroke being

made, there is no breach of Rule 10.2b.

1 But, there is one limited exception which only applieghen your ball ison the putting
green.

The penalty can be avoidegthen your ball is on the putting greeif you back away and start
again withoutyour caddie directly behindyou.

This is designed to recognise that on a putting grebalp inreading the putt- which is allowed

is oftendone from behind theball or player and this mayake place when the player is simulating
the stroke in the address positiarProvided you back away and start againithout your caddie
positioned behind youyou are not in breach.
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1 There is also a new ruleNo Setting Down Object to Help in Taking Stance (10.2b.3)
which prevents you from setting something down (such as a club) to help you Viiting
up your feet or body Once this is doneagainthere is no way out of the penaltytwo
strokesor loss of hol@.
The key point here is you must always align your feet and body yourself. It is an essential
skill and you cannot get help any form
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2019Rules Fact Sheet. Ball in Motion IssuéRule 11.1) and Striking The Ball (Rule 10).

What is the same?

1 If your ball in motionaccidentallyhits any person or outside influence, the outcome of
where the ball comes to rest is random and the ball will be played as it lies.

1 There is still a penaitin stroke playif a stroke from on the putting green hits another ball
that is also on the putting green.

1 The allowed method of making a stroke has not changed. Anchoring the club is still not
allowed.

What is new?

1 There will beno penaltyif your ballin motion accidentally hits you, your caddie or your
equipment. There is only a penalty the deflectionis deliberate. There is a penalty if you
deliberately position equipment to backstop a ball if it is hit too hashd the ball then hits
the equipment

9 If your ball accidentally hits your opponent in matgblay, the option to replay the stroke
has been removed and the ball will be played as it liggh no penalty to anyone

1 All accidental deflections are now treated the same way. The double hit, bladl striking
you or your caddie, your opponent or an outside influena# have the same result no
penalty and play the ball as it lies.

1 Itis not allowed to make any stroke ANYWHERE while standing on or across the line of
play. Previously, this onlppplied to a stroke on the putting green.

1 You can now mark your ball on the putting green at any time including when another ball
is in motion.

For example: if you have not marked your ball and you now think another ball played from
on the putting green may hit it, under the new rules, you or your caddie can lift it and
there will be no penalty to either player (just as you can lift a flagstick that is laying on the
ground).

9 Your putt is no longer cancelled and replayed if your ball in nostistrikes a moving but
inanimate object such as a leaf. Your stroke will count and the ball will be played
wherever it nowlies. However, your stroke must still be cancelled and replayed if your ball
accidentally strikes a person (other than the persotiending the flagstick) or any animal.
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet. The Ball (Rule 4.2).

What is the same?

9 If a ball breaks into pieces, the stroke does not count and it must be replayed.

1 You must still mark the spot of a ball before you lift ibtsee if it is cut or cracked. If you do
not mark it, there is a penalty of one stroke.

1 The European Tour and all major Tours around the world will continue to use the one ball
rule.

1 You still need to have good reason to lift the ball to see if it ig oucracked. If you lift it
without good reason, there is still a penalty of one stroke.

I You are not allowed to clean the ball.

What is new?

1 There is no longer a requirement in the rule for you to announce that you are lifting the
ball either to seeif it is cut or cracked or for identification.
But it is still good practice to do so and you must still mark it before you lift it.

1 The ball can no longer be changed if it is out of shape.
A ball can only be changed if it is CUT or CRACKED and thigyddma happened during
the hole being played. This is a very simple judgement to make and it will be rare now to
change a ball as modern balls do not cut or crack very often.

They often scuff or get scratched but this is not enough to take a ball oytlaf.
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b 2019 Rules Fact Sheet. Ball Moved Issues.

Ball Moved During Search (Rule7.4).

What is the same?

1 The central principle that you play the ball as it lies remains a key part of the new rules
and the ball should generally be playdtbm the spot where it came to rest after the
last stroke.

1 There continues to be no penalty if a ball is moved during search by another player in
stroke-play or an opponent in matctplay.

What is new?

1 There is no penalty if a ball is moved by the play®rhis caddie during search.

1 Inall cases, the ball will be replacett will NEVERe dropped.

1 If the spot is not known, it will bEESTIMATEBNd the ball will be replaced as it was before
it was moved, including being under or against any growing diaahed natural object.

T If all that you knew was that the ball was somewhere under the grass and was barely
visible before you or anyone found it by kicking it or standing on it, then the ball must be
replaced under the grass in a barely visible spbheexact spot does not need to be
known to allow replacement.

Ball moved by an Outside Influence (Rule9.6).

What is the same?

1 There continues to be no penalty when your ball is moved by a spectator but it must be
replaced.

1 The standard of prooheeded that an outside influence moved your ball remains high. It
must be known or virtually certain which means 95% likely or, put another way, only a
very small doubt exists.

What is new?

1 If your ball has been moved, you (or the person who moved it) mreplaceit in all cases
including when the spot is not knownt will NEVER be droppedhis is 881G CHANGE
which may affect you.

9 If the spot is not known, it must be estimated and the original ball (if it is still readily
available) must beeplaced on this estimated spot. We repeat for claritghe ball will
never be droppedand substitution is not allowed.
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L 2019 Rules Fact Sheet.  Bunkers (Rule 12).

What is the same?

9 You cannot touch the sand in a bunker when making a practice swinig ¢the backswing
for the stroke

1 You cannot deliberately touch the sand in the bunker with a hand, club or rake or other
object totest the condition of the sando learn information for the stroke.

1 You cannot touch the sand in a bunker with a clubtive area right in front of or right
behind the ball.

1 You can still dig into the sand with your feet when taking a fair stance but you still cannot
build a stance.

1 You can still place your clubs in the bunker without penalty.

1 You still get relief from tenporary water or an immovable obstruction in a bunker and can
still declare your ball unplayable in a bunker.

What is new?

1 A soil lip or face of a bunker is no longer part of the bunker. This is now part of the General
I NBI 2NJ gKIFd ¢S GKSRIEFNBEGIYtétd ¢ i KNE dz3 K

DIAGRAM 12.1: WHEN BALL IS IN BUNKER

> Ballin bunker
- A € Balinot in bunker

In line with the Definition of Bunker and Rule 12.1, the diagram provides examples of
when a ball is in and not in a bunker.

9 You can touch or move loose impediments in a bunkeovided the ball does not move
We will no longer need a hard card rule for stones in bunkers as the rules will allow their
removal but be careful that the ball does not move! Ifdioes, there will be a penalty of 1
stroke and the ball will need to be replaced.
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1 You will not be penalised for striking the sand in anger or frustration or for leaning on a
club whilst waiting to play provided you are not deliberately trying to leaimformation
for your stroke.

1 The new rules allow you to generally touch the sand in a bunker with a hand or a club but
the limitations prevent any testing anywhere in the bunker.
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet. Caddiralel10.3).

What is the same?

- Most of the things a caddie can do now he or she will be able to do under the new rules
but there are a few changes.

- The caddie still cannot:

concede a stroke, a hole, or a match.

Replace your ball unless the caddie himskdd moved or lifted it.
drop or place a ball in a relief area.

9 decide to take relief under a rule.

= =4 =

What is new?

- A caddie will now be able to mark and lift your ball without authorisatidut only on the
putting green

- A caddie will no longer be able toigh you for any stroke.

There are strict rules about where the caddie may deliberately stand when you begin to
take your stance and you should know that other than on the putting green, there is no
way out of the penalty if your caddie is deliberately standing directly behinduywhen you
begin to take your stance.

This will become a very dangerous practice and having your caddie standing behind the
ball will lead to penalties if you and your caddie get the timing wrong.
See fact sheet on Alignment or Rule 10.2b(4) for more information.

DIAGRAM 10.2b: CADDIE STANDING IN LOCATION ON OR CLOSE TO LINE
OF PLAY BEHIND BALL
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The caddie is not standing in a locationon ~ The caddie is standing in a location on
or close to an extension of the line of play or close to an extension of the line of
behind the ball when the player begins play behind the ball when the player
taking the stance for the stroke and, begins taking the stance for the stroke,
provided the caddie does not move into  so there is a breach of Rule 10.2b.
such a position prior to the stroke being

made, there is no breach of Rule 10.2b.
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet. Fixed Distances Used for Measuring.

What is the same?

1 Clublengths will still be used for measuring relief areas within the rules. Relief areas
are either one or two clublengths from the reference point which defines the nearest
point of completerelief.

What is new?

1 A clublength is now a defined term and it means the length of thengestclub inyour
bag other than a putter. If your driver is your longest club and it is 43 inches long, then
82dzNJ NBft AST I NBI A& SAGUKSNI noé¢ Fdidreliefé FNRY
situation.

1 You are not required to physically measure out your relief area from the reference
point and there is no penalty for using another club other than your longest club as a
guide to measureput this does not change your relief aredhis will always be
determined by your longest club (other than a putter).

1 Best practice will always be to measure using your longest club and make your choice
of where to drop within that area if you choose to take relief.

For example: if you use your @dge to measure the area and the ball rolls out of the
area defined by your wedge but is still in the area that your longest club would define,
the ball is in playand you must not touch it

We repeatg best practice is always to measure with the longedtb (other than the
putter) so that you do not create a trap for yourself into lifting a ball thinking it has
NREffSR 2dzi 2F @2dz2NJ NSt AST | NBIF gKSys Ay Tl C
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What is the same?

1 You are stillimited to starting the round with no more than 14 clubs but you can add to
your number to bring the total up to 14 if you started with less.

9 If you start with more than 14 clubs, you must immediately declare any excess clubs out of
play and not use¢hem.

1 The penalty for a player in breach of the 14 club rule remains capped at a maximum of 4
strokes per round with the penalties added to the first two holes played.

1 Performance characteristics must not be changed deliberately during the round.

1 A playoff in stroke-play is still a new round so a club that becomes nroonforming during
a round cannot be used in the playoff. It is important to remember this because in a
stroke-play playoff, you might find yourself using a club on hole 18 that you cannes
minutes later. The permission to use a damaged club which otherwise would not conform
only lasts for the remainder of the round in which it was damaged

What is new?

1 There is now no penalty for carrying a namonforming club- only for making a strokewith
one - but this club still counts as one of your 14.

1 No matter how you damage a club during a roundven if it is done by abusing ityou
can continue to use the club in its damaged stabet you will not be allowed to change it
There will be @ replacement of clubs at all in the new rulegth the only exception being
the rare case of the damage being caused by an outside influence.

1 You will be allowed to repair the damaged club as best you can, but you are limited to the
original components of the club the same grip, the same shaft and the same head. You
can still have someone try to repair it for you, but they must also use the same parts of the
damaged club.

1 Whilst performance characteristics must not be changed deliberatélying the round, if
they are changed by using an adjustable feature and this is restored to the original setting
before a stroke is made, there is no penalty. The restriction on changing playing
characteristics also applies when play is suspended as yeuwstill playing the same round.

1 If you find that you have more than 14 clubs shortly before starting the round, there is no
penalty provided you clearly declare the club (or clubs) out of play and take some other
action such as turning them upside down the bagand do not use therti Clubs carried in
this way will not count towards your total of 14, but you will be disqualified if you use any
of them.
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet. Use of Distance Measuring Devices. (Rule 4.3).

Althoughthenewruless A f f 1 ff2¢6 (GKS 3ISYSNIf dzAaS 2F 5a5Qasx ¢
local rule on our Hard Card which will prevent their use during any tournament rounds. They will be
permitted in pre-tournament pro-ams. PGA Tour will also be adopting this localerul
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2019 New Rules Fact Sheet. Dropping and The Relief Area (Rule 14).

What is the same?

1 Dropping height is still regulated.
The ball must be dropped in the right way. There is a penalty if you drop in the wrong way
and playyour ball without correcting your mistake.

1 The ball when dropped must first hit the ground or anything growing in the relief area.

DIAGRAM 14.3c: BALL MUST BE DROPPED IN AND COME TO REST
IN RELIEF AREA
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The ball is dropped in The ball is dropped in the The ball is dropped in

the right way under Rule right way under Rule 14.3b, the wrong way as it is
14.3b and the ball comes  but comes to rest outside dropped outside the relief
to rest in the relief area, the relief area, and so the area, and so the ball must
so the relief procedure is  ball must be dropped the be dropped again in the
complete. right way a second time. right way.

1 The act of lifting your ball takes the ball out of play and the act of dropping your ball puts it
back into play.

1 If you make a mistake, you can still correct the error before you make the next stroke.

1 If you play from the wrong place, there is a penalty. If it is a serious breach (which means

you could gain a significant advantage), the mistake must be corrected for youateehan
acceptable score.

What is new?
9 The ball must now be dropped frotKNEE HEIGHT
YYSS KSAIKG YSIya GKS KSAIKG 2F GKS LI Fe&SNDa

not need to be in a standing position when you drop the ballour knee heights a matter
of fact. It cannot be manipulated
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L DIAGRAM 14.3b: DROPPING FROM KMEE HEIGHT
Allowed
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A ball must be dropped straight down from knee height, “Knee height” means the
height of a player's knee when in a standing position. But the player does not have
to be in a standing position when the ball is dropped.

The ball must be dropped straight down so it falls to the ground without the player throwing

it, spinning it or rolling it and it must not touch any part of your body or equipmeBEFORE

it hits the ground.

If your ball accidentally rolls against your fo@r equipment AFETER hits the ground, this

Ad 21 FYyR @2dzNJ ottt A& Ay LIXle& a2 R2yQd G2dz0
of stopping the ball is deliberate.

1 The ball must come to rest in the relief area. This is a key change andayeit again for
SY LXK | BHE8BALL MUST COME TO REST IN THE RELIEF AREA

If it rolls outside the relief area, it must be dropped again and if it happens again, the ball
must be placed where it first hit the ground on the second drop, just as we doapd

If the ball will not stay at rest on that spot, it must be placed on that spot again and if it still
will not stay there, it must be placed on the nearest spot, not nearer the hole, where it will
stay at rest. Depending on the circumstances, this spody have to be outside the relief
area.
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THIS IS THE ONLY WAY A BALL CAN END UP BEING PLAYED FROM OUTSIDE TH
RELIEF AREA.

1 A new ball may be dropped when taking any form of relief
Substitution of the ball is allowed when taking relief from temporavyater, an immovable
obstruction, ground under repair, a hole made by an animal, a penalty area, an embedded
ball or a TIO. The original ball can be used but it no longer must be used. You must still
comply with the one ball rule if it is in effect and Wwill be in effect on The European Tour.

1 If your ball is deliberately stopped before it leaves the relief area, there is no penalty if it is
clear there is no reasonable chance your ball could have come to rest in the relief area. This
change may be helpfuvhen it is very clear that your ball will roll outside the relief area into
a penalty area, but it must be very clear that this will happen. It will get rid of a needless
penalty if a caddie or player acts logically, but a bit too quickly.

1 Theconcept of the relief area is new to a few rules where previously the ball had to be
dropped as near as possible to a spot. It runs throughout the new rules and is something to
get used to- and expect as it provides a level of consistency to the proceggutting your
ball back into play when you are anywhere on the course other than on a putting green (no
relief area on a putting green, just the spot).

Some examples follow:

stroke and distance; in 2019, you will find the spot where you last playdtbm and drop in
a 1 clublength relief area measured from that spot, but not nearer the hole.

Backon-the-line relief for an unplayable ball and for penalty aregsn 2019, you will choose
a spot on the line and drop in the 1 cldlength reliefarea measured from that spot, but not
nearer the hole.

Embedded ball reliet in 2019, you will drop in the 1 clukength relief area which is
measured from the spot immediately behind where the ball was embedded, but not
nearer the hole.

Ball on a movale obstruction such as a spectator chair, bag or jack@t 2019, you will
drop in the 1 clublength relief area which is measured from the spot on the ground
directly under where the ball was originally at rest, but not nearer the hole.
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2019 Rules$-act Sheet. Dropping Zones.

The combination of new rules for dropping and having the ball stay in the Relief Area have some
implications for dropping zones which, as we know, are widely used in professional golf.

In 2019, the dropping zone will be éhRelief Area no matter what size or shape it isand your ball
must be dropped in it andCOME TO REST IN IT

If your ball rolls outside the drop zonegou must not play it and you must be drop it agaiff. it
happens again, place the ball where it Hite ground on the 2¢ drop. If you play from outside the
dropping zone, you have played from a wrong place and will get two strokes penalty.

This is a significant change from the 2016 Rules where a dropped ball can roll 2esigths from
where it hit the ground, even if this is outside the dropping zone and even if this is nearer the hole.

To operate properly:

1 drop the ball correctly from knee height in the drop zone.
1 ifit comes to rest in the dropping zoneanywhere in the dropping zonehit it!!
9 Ifitrolls out of the relief areag drop it again.
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What is the same?

2019 Rules Fact Sheet.  Embedded Ball (Rule 16.3).

1

What is new?
There is no longer a requirement to announce to your marker or another player in your
group or your opponent that you intend to mark and lift the ball to check if it is
embedded, but it is still good practice to do so.
LT GKS olfft A& SY0OSRRSR:Z
as possible to where it was embedded. You now have a relief area and you must drop
anywhere in this 1 clubengthrelief area, but not nearer the hole. The relief area is
measured from the spoimmediately behindwhere your ball was embedded. See diagram
A new ball may be dropped when taking relief. The original ball can be used but it no
longer must be used.

DIAGRAM 16.3b: FREE RELIEF FOR EMBEDDED BALL
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Direction of play
Spot right T
behind where
the ball is .
embedded Relief area

When a ball is embedded in the general area, free relief may be taken. The

reference point for taking relief is the spot right behind where the ball is embedded.

A ball must be dropped in and come to rest in the relief area.

Reference Point | Size of Relief Area | Limits on Relief Area

The spot right One club-length from | The relief area:

behind where the | the reference point | ® Must not be nearer the hole than
ball is embedded ) the reference point, and

* Must be in the general area
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Relief is still available for a ball embedded in the General Area, the new term for through
the green. Buthis relief is now provided in the rules themselves and we will not need a
hard card local rule.
The ball must still be embedded in itswvn pitch-mark.

The ball must still be embedded in the ground which means it must break the surface of
the earth and notjust be wrapped up in the grass or in loose impediments.

You are still entitled to lift the ball to see if it is embedded and you are still required to
first mark the ball and it must not be cleaned.
There is still no relief for a ball embedded in sanddrpart of the General Area which is
not cut to fairway height or less (meaning not on the fairway) and other exceptions still
apply if the ball is unplayable due to something else (such as a bush).
The European Tour will continue to not allow relief fortall which is embedded in the
stacked turf face of a bunker.

1S NBE
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet.  Lost Ball (Rule 18.2).

What is the same?

1 Everyone is allowed a period of time to find their ball.
1 If the ball is lost, the stroke and distance penalty will apply.
1 Time of search still starts when the player or caddie begirstarch.

9 If the original ball is found, the provisional ball must be abandoned.

What is new?

9 The time for search is reduced 8 minutes.
1 There is now no penalty for moving a ball during search.
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2019Rules Fact Sheet. Penalty Areas (Rule 17).

What is the same?

1 Water hazards change name to penalty areas but the treatment of them for relief
purposes is largely the sam@vith one exception which is listed athe first new point
below).

1 Yellow and red penalty areas will still exist.

1 The standard of proof needed teay your ball is lost in a penalty area is still very high. It
must still be known or virtually certair{which is now a defined termand meanghat it
has to be95%ilikely that your ball is in the penalty areaofly a very small doubt exis)s

1 Normalrules about improving the lie of the ball still apply in a penalty area and are now
called Conditions Which Affect The Stroke (CATS).

9 You still cannot declare your ball unplayable in a Penalty Area.

What is new?

1 The opposite margin drop option will no lger automatically apply to a penalty area
marked red. It can only be used on specific red penalty areas where the committee has
preauthorised itby local rule. You will find the red penalty areas we declare that have this
option on the weekly local rulesheet
2SS R2y Q0O IYGAOALIGS GKSNB gAff 0S Ylye YR
Penalty Areas which have an equidistant margin optienone this week!Your mindset on
this should be that it will be very rare that this option will now be avaiike.

1 There are no longer any specific rules which apply to playing a ball in a penalty area.
Whatever you can do in the General Area you can do in a Penalty Atgdhis is specific
to playing the ball¢ you still cannot get relief from any abnormal cose conditions such as
GUR, immovable obstructions or an embedded ball when your ball is in a Penalty Area.

For example, when playing your ball from inside a penalty area, you can now ground the
club lightly behind the ball, move a loose impediment or tala practice swing which
touches the ground or water. What you cannot do is improve the conditions which affect
your stroke.

See Diagrams Below.
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DIAGRAM #1 17.1d: RELIEF FOR BALL IN YELLOW PENALTY AREA
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player wishes to take relief, the player has two options, each for one penalty stroke:

(1) The player may take stroke-and-distance relief by playing the original ball or
another ball from a relief area based on where the previous stroke was made (see
Rule 14.6 and Diagram 14.6).

Reference Point

Size of Relief Area

Limits on Relief Area

The spot where the
player’s previous
stroke was made

One club-length from
the reference point

The relief area:

¢ Must not be nearer the hole than

) the reference point, and
¢ Must be in the same area of the
course as the reference point

(which if not known
must be estimated)

(2) The player may take back-on-the-line relief by dropping the original ball or
another ball in a relief area based on a reference line going straight back from
the hole through point X.

Limits on Relief Area

The relief area:

» Must not be nearer the
hole than the reference
point, and

¢ May be in any area of
the course except the
same penalty area

Size of Relief Area
One club-length

Reference Point

A point on the course chosen
by the player that is on the from the reference
reference line through point X | point

(the point where the ball last )
crossed the edge of the yellow

penalty area). There is no limit
on how far back on the line the
reference point may be

Player Notes:
In choosing this reference point, you should indicate the point by using an object
(such as a tee).
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And for red Penalty areas:

DIAGRAM #2 17.1d: RELIEF FOR BALL IN RED PENALTY AREA

X Point that ball entered
the penalty area

® Reference points
O Relief area

When it is known or virtually certain that a ball is in a red penalty area and the player
wishes to take relief, the player has three options, each for one penalty stroke:

(1) The player may take stroke-and-distance relief (see point (1) in Diagram #1 17.1d).

(2) The player may take back-on-the-line relief (see point (2) in Diagram #1 17.1d).

(3) The player may take lateral relief (red penalty area only). The reference point
for taking lateral relief is point X.
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2019 Rules: Fact Sheet. PByspensions. (Rule 5.7).

What is the same?

9 If the suspension is not for a dangerous situation, you can finish a hole you or anyone in
your group has started.

9 If the suspension is for a dangerous situation, such as lightning, you must stop
immediately.

f ,2dz R2y Qi KI @S (2 tAFd GKS olffx &2dz OFy 2dzai
see it at rest, but this is not recommended as balls often get taken and if you do decide to
lift the ball, it must first be marked.

1 Whenplay is to restart, you must place either your original ball or another ball on the spot
you marked.

If you ever drop a ball in this situation you are getting it wrong and will be penalisédhe spot is
not known (for example, the marker has been remed) the spot must be estimated and a ball
must be placed on that spot.

What is new?

9 If your lie in sand has been altered, there is no longer a requirement to recreate the
original lie. If the original lie is still there, then you place the ball backtirbit if it is not,
then all you do is replace the ball on the spot you lifted it from.
For example, if your ball is embedded in a bunker when play is stopped, if the embedded
lie is still there when play resumes, if the ball was lifted, then the origdlitall or another
ball must be placed back in the embedded lie.
However, if the greenstaff have raked the bunker and the embedded lie no longer exists,
then the requirement is to simply place the original ball or another ball on the spot from
which it waslifted, which if not known, must be estimated.
THE BALL WILL ALWAYS BE PLACED.
If your lie or other conditions affecting your stroke are worsened during the suspension,
there are some circumstances (such as changes made by an animal or a spectator) where
you will be allowed to restore the worsened conditions, but this is not something you
should do without first consulting a referee.

1 The immediate stop requirement is now written into the rules and we will no longer need
a local rule to implement this.



) EUROPEAN
TOUR

2019 Rules fact Sheet. Preferred Lies.

What is the same?

1 Each committee has the power to decide:
- where the rule will operate (which is likely to be a closely mown area only)

- the size of the relief area the ball can be placed in (whether that be 6 inches, a scorecard
length or one clublength).

It is likely that when we use this local rule orhé European Tour, we will continue to use a
scorecard length in strok@lay or six inches in matchlay as our default position and we will
only move to a cludength on those rare occasions where courses are extremely wet or fairways
are very sparse on @ss cover.

1 The ball can be placed only once and it is then in play.

1 The ball can be cleaned when lifted but see below for an alternative option.

What is new?
There are two main changes to the preferred lies rule:

1 The ball no longer must be marked befiit is lifted. This is because the ball is not being
replaced on its original spot. You are allowed to mark your balind it is still good practice
todoso-odzii &2dz gAff y20 OoNBIOK (GKS NMYz S AT &2dz F
the ball back in the right area if you elect to use this rule. Marking the ball first will help you
get it right every time.

91 Another ball may be substituted for the original ball just like all other relief rules in the new
code but remember to comply with the e ball rule, which will continue to operate on the
European Tour.
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2019 Rules Fact sheet.  Provisional Ball (Rule 18.3).

What is the same?

1 You must still announce that the ball about to be played is a provisional ball.

1 You cannot play a provisional ball for a ball that y&mow is in a penalty area.

What is new?

1 The restriction on walking forward; which had already been relaxed has now been
removed completely. You can now go back and play a provisi@ianytime bdore the
original ball is found Once you realise that the ball may be hard to find, you can now go
back and play a provisional even if you are now a long way forward from the teeing area
and even if you have started your search.

1 The provisional ball wilbecome the ball in play if it is played from a spot nearer the hole
than where the original is likely to be. This is a minor and very subtle change but you can
now play the provisional from the spot where the original is likely to be.
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2019 Rules Fact Sheet.  Putting Green Rules (Rule 13).

What is the same?

1 Relief must be taken if your ball is on a wrong putting green.
1 There is no penalty for any accidental movement of a ball or ball marker on a putting green
provided theball or ball marker is replaced.

1 Sand and loose soil can be moved only on a putting green.
91 Deliberate testing of a green is not allowed by rubbing the surface or rolling a ball.
1 You are not allowed to improve your line of putt (but see below re damage).
1 Yau can continue to putt with the flagstick removed or attended.
1 If your ball overhangs the hole, you still have only 10 seconds to see if your ball is at rest. If
you wait any longer and your ball falls into the hole, the penalty is still one stroke.
What is new?

1 When your ball lies on a putting green, your line of play may be touched by you or your caddie,
including when pointing out the line. But you must not improve your line beyond what is now
permitted under the rules (see below re damage).

1 You can nav putt with the flagstick in the hole when your ball is on the putting green. There is
no penalty if your ball strikes the flagstick after a stroke made on the putting green. But if you
choose to putt with the flagstick in the hole, it must not be moved tffect where a ball in
motion may come to rest. Leave it alone!

1 Your caddie is now allowed to lift your ball on a putting green without your prior permission
provided the ball is marked first.

1 Damage to a putting green may be repaired. Damage is dafimethe rules and it means any
damage caused by a person or outside influence and includes ball marks, shoe damage (such as
spike marks), scrapes or indentations caused by equipment or the flagstick and old hole plugs or
turf plugs. IT DOES NOT INCLUDE NRAL SURFACE IMPERFECTIONS OR NATURAL WEAR TO
THE HOLEANny repair must be done promptly and if you are being timed, we will only allow a
small amount of time for repairs to be made, just as we do today.

1 Once a ball has been marked and lifted from thetpnog green, the marked spot is where you
will play your next stroke from. This is true even if your ball, when replaced, is moved to another
place by any natural force, such as wind. The spot is fixed!

9 If your ball rests against a flagstick in the hadad at least part of the ball is below the level of
the lip, your ball is holed and your play of the hole is over. There is no longer a requirement to
move the flagstick to see if your ball will fall into the hole. You can now just pick it up.

1 You stillhave 10 seconds to determine if your ball overhanging the hole is at rest, but if your
opponent in matchplay moves your ball before your 10 seconds has expired, he now does not
get a loss of hole penalty, but your ball is treated as holed.

If this happers in strokeplay, the player who moved the ball too quickly is penalised two strokes
and the ball must be replaced, but there is no more waiting time.
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1 Interference by a wrong putting green now includes stance.
If you are standing on a wrong putting green to play your ball which lies off the grgemun, now
must not play your ball

You must take relief so that you are not standing on the wrong green god will be penalised
if you play your ball with your feet on a wrong green.



