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	The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Sunday 28th of December, Year A
& 
The Epiphany of the Lord, Sunday 4th January, Year A

	
	The parish office hours are Wed Thu and Fri mornings
Parish Priest:                            Fr. Hien Vu
Pastoral Worker:                    George Thomanna
Sacrament Coordinator:   Angelo Iacopino 
Admin/Pastoral Care:         Anna Urban 
Parish Office:                           2-20 Fir Street, Whittlesea, VIC, 3737 
Postal Address:                       P.O. Box 221, Mernda 3754  
Phone Number:                       0448 101 401 / 9412 8493 
Email:                                            merndawhittlesea@cam.org.au 
Website:                                      www.cam.org.au/merndawhittlesea

	Nazareth Centre
(St Joseph’s Primary School)
44 Mernda Village Drive Mernda 3754
Confession/Reconciliation: Every Saturday 4pm 
Weekend Masses:  Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 8am & 10:30am
Children’s Liturgy every Sunday 10.30am

St Mary’s Whittlesea
2-20 Fir Street Whittlesea 3757
Weekday Mass: Tuesday & Thursday 9:15am
Weekend Mass: Sunday 10.00am

St Mary’s Kinglake
124 Whittlesea-KinglakeRd Kinglake 3763
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30am

St Joseph’s Mernda
1490 Plenty Rd Mernda 3754
Weekday Mass: Wednesday & Fridays 9:15am
Weekend Mass: Sunday 5.00pm

Weekly Quote

Almighty God, who has poured upon us the new light of your Incarnate Word; Grant that the same light enkindled in our hearts may shine forth in our lives through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	We pray for those who have died recently, Gary Frilay, and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.


	
	We pray for those who are ill in our community: Doris Muscat, K.P. Abraham, Indika Fernando, Maria Ah Kiau, Susan Stocks, Neth Mercado, Leema Nicholapillai, David Miller, Jai Kumar, Jonathon Alifaalogo, Christopher Strempel, Paul Dundas, Pauline Lord, Katherine Baldwin-Thompson and Tim Hemphill.

	
	Sunday 28th December
Entrance Antiphon
Luke 2:16
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

First Reading
Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14
Kindness and respect for parents is urged.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1
(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Second Reading
Colossians 3:12-21
What is expected of the chosen of God.

Gospel Acclamation
Colossians 3:15. 16
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23
An angel tells Joseph to take Mary and the baby and flee to Egypt.

	Sunday 4th January
Entrance Antiphon
Cf Malachi 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

First Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is exalted.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11
(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Second Reading
Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6
Paul declares the Gentiles co-heirs to the Kingdom.

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12
The Wise Men journey to the infant Jesus.

	Gospel Reflection/Christmas Message Fr Hien
Dear Friends, 
As we went through the year 2025, there could have been experiences for some of us of triumph and joy, for others loss and sadness or struggle. In all of these, we know that God is always with us and experiencing the ups and downs with us.  
Entering into the Advent season this year, our community has a spiritual program called ‘Advent Pilgrimage’. It was a faith journey of our community-being together, where we share the richness of the Words of God through our own lives’ experiences.
Being together is usually something simple but there were times when we could not afford to do so. We also learned that during this season there were many lonely people needing our care and support. 
The message of Christmas is ‘Emmanuel-God is with us!, never more so when we are with each other. We are the gift to each other. It awakened us to the real meaning of Christ’s Incarnation in ourselves, our families, and friends, in the suffering world and in nature. Two thousand years ago, people didn’t make an inn for Jesus, it reminds us that at Christmas we need to make an indwelling for Christ in our hearts, in our community gatherings and in our family celebrations.
I wish to take this time to thank you all for your continuing support and contribution in many ways, for the life of our parish.
I wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year! 
Fr Hien

	New Year’s Eve Celebrations:
Wednesday 31st of December

At St Joseph’s Mernda
9.15am Mass

At the Nazareth Centre
11.00pm Adoration of the Eucharist
11.30pm Rosary (multi-lingual)
12.00 Midnight Mass

New Year’s Day Mass
At St Mary’s Whittlesea
9.15am including Sacrament of Healing

Friday 2nd of January 
At St Joseph’s, Mernda
9.15am Mass - followed by the Adoration of the Eucharist
	Notices
Children’s Liturgy
Recommences on Sunday 1st February 2026.
RCIA Groups
Recommences in 2026 - Wednesday 14th January 7pm (adults at Nazareth Centre) and Sunday 1st Feb 10.45am (families at Whittlesea).
Recycling Fundraiser
Please check the bottles/cans/containers to ensure they are included in the 10cent return campaign.  Thank you for your support.  Final collection date for 2025 Sunday 28th Dec.
[image: ]Join the Parish WHATS APP Group
For regular parish news and updates click on the QR code and sign into the group.

	MINISTRY Sunday Masses
Rosters: there are no rosters over Dec/Jan.  Please speak to the welcomer at mass to assist as a volunteer.
· Whittlesea – roster at rear of the church
· Nazareth Centre – see the Kruoz portal and/or printed rosters at the rear of the church

	Join the ‘Promise Campaign’ - $601,000 (17.2% raised so far)
To make a donation to the New Church Building Account:
Account Name: New Church Building Account
BSB: 083 347
Account Number: 135 263 131
Reference: your second name & new church donation
*Donations made to this campaign are not tax deductible as we are a ‘not for profit’ organisation. 
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OR Scan the QR Code. 





image2.emf

image3.emf

image1.emf

