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October 31, 2024 

MEMORANDUM TO THE COMMISSIONERS 

FROM: Helen Chin, President 

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting- Monday, November 4, 2024 

Our Commission will meet on Monday, November 4, 2024 at 12:30 p.m., 
at 510 S. Vermont Ave., 9th Floor, TK02 , Los Angeles, California. 

You may also join meeting Via Teams Calendar Invitation Click here to join the 
meeting. If you are unable to do so, you may Dial: +1 213-204-2512,,980587174# 
Please Post Agenda in your location. 

Parking is located at 523 Shatto Place.  Please pull a ticket when entering the parking 
structure. Please take the elevator to the 9th floor and walk through the bridge, which is 
located towards the northwest corner of the parking structure, to reach Terrace (T) Level 
of the designated candidate waiting area.  Prior to leaving the facility, please take your 
ticket to either security desk (Ground Level or Terrace Level) for validation. Do not park 
at the 510 South Vermont Avenue structure. Violators may be towed at vehicle 
owner’s expense. 

 Please review, and let me know if you have any questions. 

If you are unable to join the meeting, please call me at (213) 639-6089 no later 
than 9:00 a.m., Monday, November 4th. 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Policing will meet from 10:45-12:15pm, in person or 
Via Microsoft Teams 

Grace Lὄwenberg 
L.A. County Commission on Human Relations
Executive Office of the Board of Supervisors
510 S. Vermont Ave., 15th Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90020
(213) 705-6304

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTQ1NDEzYjItYWRkZS00MmE2LWFiNTAtZTc3Zjg3YWYzMmY5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227faea798-6ad0-4fc9-b068-fcbcaed341f6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b13eb531-3b2f-42e3-a2ca-01b1105a588c%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTQ1NDEzYjItYWRkZS00MmE2LWFiNTAtZTc3Zjg3YWYzMmY5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227faea798-6ad0-4fc9-b068-fcbcaed341f6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b13eb531-3b2f-42e3-a2ca-01b1105a588c%22%7d
tel:+12132042512,,980587174#%20
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGJjZmQ3NjYtNDVlMC00YjVhLTg0ZGMtNTlmOTVmNTY5M2Ji%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227faea798-6ad0-4fc9-b068-fcbcaed341f6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c2fa96c6-b678-4346-93a9-b13b17f94099%22%7d


 Los Angeles County Commission on  
Human Relations - 510 S. Vermont Ave.   

                Los Angeles, CA 90020 (213) 738-2788  
  
  
 

AGENDA  
MEETING OF THE COMMISSION  

Monday, November 4, 2024 – 12:30-2:00 pm  
LA County Vermont Corridor Bldg. - 510 S. Vermont Ave.- LA, CA 90020 

Conference Room on the Terrace Level, 9th Floor 
Also via MS Teams Video and Audio Conferencing  213-204 2512,,980587174# Click here to join the meeting 
                                 Our mission: to transform prejudice into acceptance, inequity into justice, and hostility into peace  

1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgment                                                          (12:30)  
      

2. Review & Approval of October 7, 2024 Meeting Minutes*   
  

3. President’s Report                                                                                              (12:33)  
3.1. Spotlight on Staff:  Deysy Donis-Santos, new LA vs Hate team leader 
3.2. LA County Top Ten Award to ‘LA vs Hate’ program at Productivity & Quality Awards 

event of October 16th 
3.3. Anniversary of Massacre of Chinese in LA event at Chinese American Museum*  

    
4. Executive Director’s Report                                                                              (12:45)  

4.1. Top Ten Award to ‘LA vs Hate’ – Staff and Partner Recognition* 
4.2. LA vs Hate Meeting and Press Conference on Anti-Immigrant Hate - October 23rd* 
4.3. Communications Update - PIO Tony Cowser/Robert Sowell  
4.4. Other Program and Administrative Updates  

                                                                                   
5. Committee Reports                                                                                             (12:55)  

5.1. Transformative Justice Committee* (Gunning)  
5.2. LA vs Hate Committee (Montaño) 
5.3. Human Rights Education/Culture (Yuen) 
5.4. John Anson Ford Human Relations (JAF) Awards Committee* (Davidson) 
5.5. Ad Hoc Committee for Five-Year Strategic Plan (Kulkarni)  

 
6. Public Comment (3 minutes per person)                                                             (1:05)  

  
7. Action/Discussion Items                                                                                       (1:10)  

7.1. HRC Training Team special presentation (HRC manager April Johnson) 
7.2. Vote Against Hate Campaign Update (Task Force partner Dana Coffman) 
7.3. Collaboration with County Office of Anti-Racism, Diversity and Inclusion (ARDI) 
7.4. LA County Government’s purpose and services regarding Human Rights*  
7.5. Human Rights Award on LA County Adoption and Implementation of CEDAW 

 
8.Commissioner Announcements (2 minutes per Commissioner)                       (1:55)  
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9. Adjournment in honor of first Mexican Major League Baseball player, Fernando 
Valenzuela  
     

For translation to other languages o para más información en español, call (213) 738-2788 or email us.  
* Denotes that this agenda packet includes written material regarding this agenda item.  
Meetings are held in English. If interpretation in other languages or accommodations for persons with disabilities are needed, please 
contact the Commission at (213) 738-7288 at least 3 business days before the meeting. The meetings of the Human Relations 
Commission are accessible to persons with disabilities.  
  
Note: The following Commissioners will be participating by teleconference communication from the 
following corresponding locations: Mr. Dandy De Paula, 21815 Pioneer Blvd., Hawaiian Gardens, CA 
90716; Azusena Favela, 700 S. Flower Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012; Kevork Keushkerian, 1115 
Valley View Avenue, Pasadena, Ca.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

When prompted by staff, members of the public sector may request to provide public comment after 
each item: 

• If joining in person, staff will call upon individuals who signed up to speak on an item. 
• If joining remotely via Teams, please use the “raise your hand” feature then unmute 

microphone once enabled. 
• Callers by phone, dial *5 to raise hand, once called upon dial *6 to unmute. 
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Los Angeles County 

Commission on Human Relations 
510 South Vermont Avenue, 11th 

floor Los Angeles, California, 
90020 www.lahumanrelations.org 

(213) 738-2788 

 

[PROPOSED] MINUTES 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN 
RELATIONS 

Meeting of October 7, 2024 
Via Microsoft Teams Video & Audio Conferencing 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSENT: 
 

Helen L. Chin  
Lisa Dabbs* 
Ilan DavidsonJean 

Jeanette EllisRoyston 
Isabelle Gunning 
Kevork Keushkerian*  
 
Michael Cheung 
Dandy De Paula 
Azusena Favela 
 

Preeti Kulkarni 
Guadalupe Montaño 
Jason Moss2F 

Fredrick Sykes  
Gay Yuen 
 
 

 
STAFF: 

Tony Cowser  
Aneisa Bolton 
Jenita Raksanoh 

 

 Robin Toma  
Siranush Vardanyan 

 

 
1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgment of Indigenous Peoples: Commission President 

Helen Chin called the meeting to order at 12:35 p.m. with a quorum in attendance. President Chin 
began by reading the L.A. County Land Acknowledgment – which can be found at the following 
link: Land Acknowledgment – (lacounty.gov) - and recognized the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, 
Kizh, and Chumash Peoples as original inhabitants of these lands, honoring and paying respect to 
their elders and descendants; acknowledged that settler colonization resulted in land seizure, 
disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, genocide, and multi-generational 
trauma; reminded us of our responsibility and commitment to truth, healing, and reconciliation, 
and to elevating the stories, culture, and community of the original inhabitants of Los Angeles 
County. 

 

2. Review & Approval of September 9, 2024 Meeting Minutes:   The motion to approve the 
minutes of the Commission meeting of September 9, 2024, as presented by Vice President-
Secretary Ilan Davidson, was made by Commissioner Davidson, and seconded by Commissioner 
Moss. The motion passed unanimously with Commissioner Johnson abstaining. 
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3. President’s Report 
 

3.1 Spotlight on Staff: Ms. Aneisa Bolton, new Commission manager: President Chin 
welcomed new Commissioner manager Aneisa Bolton. Ms. Bolton introduced herself as an 
advocate of human rights in the U.S. She explains that her understanding of inclusion is due 
to living in a multicultural neighborhood in Long Beach. Her love for her local community 
runs deep in which she became a member of the Hate Crime Response team for the City of 
Long Beach. Ms. Bolton elaborated on her experience as a director of training for a violence 
prevention program called Peace Builders, where was in many school districts. She 
explained that most recently managed a camp-to-community transition program for youth 
on probation. Commissioners took turns welcoming her to the Human Relations 
Commission and introducing themselves by sharing what brought them to this work.  

3.2. United Against Hate Week launch with Supervisor Mitchell, DA Gascon, etc: 
President Chin briefly shared that it was wonderful to kick off United Against Hate Week 
before the November elections. 

3.3. Promotion of LA vs Hate at Chinese American Museum’s Historymakers Gala: 
President Chin shared that she had the honor to attend the Chinese American Museum 
Historymakers Gala where she got to hear Commissioner Yuen speak urgently to the 
importance of the LA vs. Hate campaign.  Commissioner Yuen stated that this event was 
attended by about 600 people at the Bonaventure as their annual major fundraiser, and she 
felt she needed to speak on anti-Asian hate as well as about LA vs Hate and is happy she 
did.  Executive Director (ED) Robin Toma as well as President Chin praised Commission 
Yuen for an exemplary speech that commanded everyone’s attention to LA vs Hate and 
the posters, buttons and other Vote Against Hate materials there. 

 
4 Executive Director’s Report 

4.1 LA vs Hate Unified Against Hate Week (UAHW) Sept 20th launch: ED Toma expressed 
that the event was successful and was covered well by the Daily News, as well as other 
news media. He continued to explain that a member of the public, Frankie Aguirre, shared 
his positive experience of reporting to the 211 LA vs Hate system, and getting help to move 
away from harassing homophobic neighbors. Now, Aguirre has become a speaker at their 
events. ED Toma announced there will be an upcoming event on October 23rd with Spanish 
speaking consuls general, to spread awareness of LA vs Hate. 

4.2 Western Justice Center, Expediente Rojo, LA vs. Hate Consulate events: ED Toma 
shared that the Dream Resource Center in Inglewood High was presented the Peacemaker’s 
Award by the Western Justice Center at its gala and shared his screen to show photos from the 
event.  Additionally, he spoke about LA vs Hate at an event for Expediente Rojo, a nonprofit 
organization that reaches out to the Spanish speaking community around criminal justice issues 
and awarded LAPD Deputy Chief Tingarides. 

4.3 Communications Update - PIO Tony Cowser: PIO Tony Cowser recapped the United 
Against Hate launch in the Second Supervisorial District on Friday, September 20. PIO 
Cowser said it had good media coverage, especially on KNX News radio, which did three 
different cuts of the United Against Hate Week event. The coverage included sound bites 
from Supervisor Mitchell, Robin Toma, and Frankie Aguirre, a victim of hate. PIO Cowser 
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then discussed the Vote Against Hate campaign and showed digital creatives from the new 
campaign. He said the collateral materials for the campaign launched on Saturday, 
September 21, and could be seen at Metro stations, bus shelters, on buses, and some beach 
communities.  He also showed an election PSA for the 5th Supervisorial District that 
featured Supervisor Barger.  The PSA was also translated into Armenian via subtitles to be 
more inclusive of a key community for that district at Supervisor Barger’s request.  

4.4 Other Program and Administrative Updates: ED Toma highlighted that United Against 
Hate Week was very successful in terms of its speakers (not only Supervisor Holly 
Mitchell, but District Attorney George Gascon), and media coverage (Daily News, etc.). He 
shared highlights and information about attendees, including over 28 community-based 
organizations and partners such as Najee Ali from LA Metropolitan Churches-who is a 
long-time activist.  ED Toma mentioned the surprise at the Western Justice Center gala that 
the Dream Resource Center at Inglewood High was awarded.  He also added that at the 
Expedente Rojo event, he spoke on a panel about the work that HRC does against hate 
endured by the Spanish-speaking community in LA (which is the primary audience of 
Expediente Rojo).  

 
5. Committee Reports 

 
5.1. Transformative Justice Committee (Gunning): Commissioner Gunning 
announced that the report from their custody visits will be presented at the next 
meeting along with an improvement in human rights monitoring. Gunning briefly 
explained the committee’s objectives are to steer the interviewing process of 
incarcerated folks towards a human rights point of view. She expressed that she hopes 
Commissioner Derric Johnson can help amplify the voices of the committee and 
become a convener of other groups and members of the Board. 

 
5.2. Policy and Advocacy (Legislation) Committee (Montaño): Commissioner 
Montaño, Chair, said there was no report at this time.  
 

5.3. LA vs Hate Committee (Montaño Commissioner Montaño, Chair, shared that LA 
vs. Hate has already been reported.  

 
5.4. Human Rights Education/Culture Committee (Yuen): Commissioner Yuen, 
Chair, stated that the Committee has not yet met.   
 

5.5. Ad Hoc Committee for Five Year Strategic Plan (Kulkarni): Commissioner 
Kulkarni, Chair, stated that the Committee has met to discuss the strategic planning 
process and timeline (contained in the meeting packet).   

 
6. Public Comment: (3 minutes per person): None was offered. 

 

7. Action/Discussion Items:  
 

7.1 Commission Committees for FY 2024-25: President Chin reviewed the 
Committees list for FY 2024-25 and invited any changed as needed. 
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Commissioner EllisRoyston asked to be added to the Human Rights Committee. 
 

7.2 Collaboration with County Office of Anti-Racism, Diversity, and Inclusion 
(ARDI):   This item was tabled without objection.  

 

7.3 LA County Government’s Purpose and Services, and Human Rights*: ED 
Toma briefly walked the Commissioners through the page of the annual Hate 
Crime report that spells out the international human rights laws that apply to 
hate crimes in the U.S. He explained that he wants the Commission to raise 
awareness of the human rights work already done of County government. ED 
Toma plans on show the Board of Supervisors how progressive they are in 
employing international human rights treaties in the county’s operations. He 
went over the Commission’s vision statement’s first bullet point that underscores 
the importance of achieving human rights for all as a condition of truly healthy 
human relations for the county.  
 

7.4 Call to Action for Commissioners in Expanding Reach of LA vs Hate: ED 
Toma briefly requested that Commissioners think of opportunities to put the 
word out about LA vs Hate as Commissioner Yuen did, because it is necessary to 
continually make known how people can report and get help against hate.   

 

8.  Commissioner Announcements: Commissioner Davidson urged everyone to visit the Nova 
Exhibition before permanently closing on October 20th. Davidson highlighted how imperative it 
is to remember the tragedy of what happened on October 7th, 2023. Commissioner Yuen 
announced her event commemorating the massacre of the Chinese victims of Los Angeles will 
take place at the Chinese American Museum at 7:00 p.m. on October 24th. Commissioner Moss 
stated his opinion that everyone should foster a better relationship with one another and to 
promote anti-hate aims. 
 

9. Adjournment: The motion to adjourn was made by President Chin, seconded by Commissioner 
Moss, and Commissioner Kulkarni in memory of Kris Kristofferson, a singer/songwriter and 
human rights activist and Dikembe Mutombo, an NBA Hall of Famer and humanitarian. The 
motion passed unanimously. President Chin adjourned the meeting at 2:11 p.m. 

Respectfully 

submitted, 

Ilan Davidson 
Commission Vice President-Secretary 
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3.2 LA County Top Ten Award to ‘LA vs Hate’ program at Productivity & Quality Awards event of October 16th  

 

 
 

For Agenda item 3.2
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3.3 Anniversary of Massacre of Chinese in LA event at Chinese American Museum 

 

 
 

 

For Agenda item 3.3
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4.2 LA vs Hate Meeting and Press Conference on Anti-Immigration Hate – October 23rd  

 

For Agenda item 4.2
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5.1 Transformative Justice Committee 
For Agenda item 5.1
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5.4 John Anson Ford Human Relations 

For Agenda item 5.4
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7.4 LA County Government’s purpose and services regarding Human Rights

For Agenda item 7.4
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CONNECTION BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND OUR COMMISSION MANDATE 

We invest our time, expertise, creativity, and resources in advocacy and action for the full 
effectuation of the human rights of all persons and peoples in LA County in fulfillment of the 
County law’s mandate to our Commission and staff to: 

• work for the elimination in our County of injustices and inequities resulting from
prejudice, intolerance, and discrimination;

• advance public welfare and security;
• cultivate good will and better relations among all people;
• foster civic peace and intergroup understanding; and
• promote equal opportunity and full acceptance of all community members in all

aspects of community life.

 In compliance with the Board’s explicitly assigned duties for accomplishing our mandate 
from them, we: 

• Engage in research and education;
• Design, deliver, and manage programs;
• Collaborate with and help coordinate throughout the County the work of

partner agencies and groups;
• Collaborate with County departments; and
• Recommend to the Board needed policies, including legislation.
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