
LAVOTE.GOVLAVOTE.GOV

LA County 
Campaign Finance Reporting 

& Ethics

Presented by Kathay Feng
Senior Deputy

Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk



LAVOTE.GOV

What does LA County currently do?

LA County’s Registrar-Recorder/ 
County Clerk Department carries out 
filing officer duties, including:

• Receiving Campaign Finance reports 
• Posting Campaign Finance reports 

online
• Providing filing advice to candidates 

and campaigns
• Collecting fines from late filers
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Who files with LA County RR/CC?

Prop B regulates 
candidates running 
for elected County 
office (and related 
committees), incl.: 
• Assessor

• District Attorney
• Sheriff
• Board of Supervisors

State Campaign 
Finance laws 
govern other local 
candidates and 
officeholders, incl.: 
• School districts (exc. 

LAUSD, RB, SMM) 
• Community Services; 

Library;  Recreation & 
Park Districts

• Community College 
Districts

• Water Districts
• Health Care Districts

And
• General Purpose 

Committees (incl. 
local partisan clubs, 
proposition/ 
measure/charter 
reform/recall 
committees, PACs) 

• Major donors
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What is Proposition B?

Proposition B was passed on November 1996 by 
voters, to address the influence of special 
interests. Notably, it: 

• Sets contribution limits. Individuals can contribute to a County 
office candidate - $300 for each primary election campaign and 
$300 for each general election campaign. 

• Encourages voluntary expenditure limits. Candidates who 
accept voluntary campaign expenditure caps may accept 
individual contributions up a maximum of $1,500 per election.

Prop B Handbook
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What does Prop B cover?

2.190.040  
Contribution Limits

2.190.050  
Voluntary Expenditure Limit 

2.190.060  
Contribution of Candidate’s 
Personal Funds

2.190.080  
Bundling of Contributions and 
Contributions from Committees

2.190.090  
Fundraising Time Limits

2.190.100  
Officeholder Accounts

2.190.130  
Lobbyist Contributions

https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.040COLI
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.050VOEXLI
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.060COCAPEFU
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.080BUCOCOCO
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.090FUTILI
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.100OFAC
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.190POCACOOF_2.190.130LOCO
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Campaign Finance & Disclosure vs. Prop B:
What services do both RR/CC teams provide?

• Assist and advise 
candidates

• Posting campaign 
statements within 72 
hours of receipt

• Auditing campaign 
disclosure statements 
when needed

• Notifying 
officeholders, 
candidates, general 
purpose committees 
and major donors in 
writing of their filing 
obligations and failure 
to file.

• Assessing, notifying 
and collecting 
penalties.
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Proposition B candidates and 
elected officials may file their 
California Form 460 
electronically through TRACCER.

Once a candidate exceeds the 
$10,000 threshold, electronic 
filing is required.

The goal is to move Prop B         
e-filings to NetFile.

Campaign Finance & Disclosure vs. Prop B:
What’s different? e-Filing
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Los Angeles County has 
recently opened e-filing 
through NetFile to all 
non-Prop B candidates, 
elected officials, general 
purpose committees and 
major donors. 
NetFile records can be 
searched by: 

• Name
• ID
• Date
• Election

Campaign Finance & Disclosure vs. Prop B:
What’s different? e-Filing
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Under Prop B: 
• Assess penalties on late filers 

• Report late/penalized filers to the 
Treasurer and Tax Collector for failure 
to pay assessed penalties.

• Send Non-Filer Notifications
• Report all non-filers to the FPPC for 

enforcement.

• Send Notice of Violation Letter
• Violations of the Prop B Campaign 

Donation Limits or Voluntary 
Expenditure Limits are reported to 
County Counsel. 

• Violations may be punished by 
imprisonment in County jail up to six 
months or a fine up to $1,000, or 
both.

• Violators may be subject to a civil 
penalty and/or administrative fine up 
to three times the amount by which 
the applicable expenditure or 
contribution limit has been exceeded, 
or $5,000, whichever is greater.

Under state Campaign 
Finance laws, for local 
candidates and 
officeholders, RR/CC will: 
• Assess penalties on late filers 

• Report late/penalized filers to 
the Treasurer and Tax Collector 
for failure to pay assessed 
penalties.

• Send Non-Filer Notifications
• Report all non-filers to the FPPC 

for enforcement.

Campaign Finance & Disclosure vs. Prop B:
What’s different? Violations
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Where are the gaps?

• No law requiring e-filing of 
Candidate Statements of 
Economic Interests (Form 
700). 

• Other Statements of Economic 
Interest, such as annual, assuming 
office and leaving office are filed 
with the Executive Board of 
Supervisors, Conflict of 
Interest/Lobbyist Division.

• RR/CC does not enforce 
or penalize detected 
Prop B violations; we 
only alert the violating 
participant. 

• To prosecute, most cases 
need bank records of the 
donations. Because the 
violations can only be 
prosecuted as a 
misdemeanor, there is no 
ability to execute a search 
warrant.

• No law requiring e-filing of 
all campaign finance 
disclosure reports
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Questions to ask…
Le

ve
l 1 What values are driving 

GRTF’s recommendations? 
To what extent are these 
important:
• Independence from special, 

political or partisan interests
• Diversity of Representation
• Relevant expertise or skills
• Track record of integrity
• Experience with group 

dynamics

Le
ve

l 2 Where will the Office of 
Ethics Compliance be 
housed?
• Close to CEO? In a 

Department? Freestanding?

How should Ethics 
investigative / enforcement 
officers relate to RR/CC 
filing officers? 

• Housed in one office?
• Or simply work closely 

together?

Le
ve

l 2 With the expansion of 
Board of Supervisor seats, 
should the Prop B reporting 
team be expanded or re-
aligned from the current 3-
person team?
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Questions to ask…
Le

ve
l 3 Should the Ethics Office be 

given the power to          
subpeona documents and 
appearance? 

Should some Prop B 
violations be elevated from 
misdemeanors to felonies?

Le
ve

l 3 How will the Ethics 
Commissioners be 
selected? Term-limited?

How will the Ethics 
Compliance Officer be 
chosen? Term-limited?

How can the budget of the 
Ethics Office be protected?

Le
ve

l 3 What role will the Ethics 
Commissioners play?

• Hiring and firing – how will 
those decisions be made? 
What constraints?

• Power to adjust up or down 
fines/punishments?

• Power to develop policy 
proposals
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Questions?
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