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“Enriching lives through effective and caring services” 
 

July 1, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM TO THE COMMISONERS 
 
FROM:  Helen Chin, President 
 
SUBJECT: Meeting of the Commission/Executive Committee on Human 
Relations, July 6, 2026 
 
Our Commission will meet on Monday, July 6, 2026, at 12:30 p.m., at 510 S. 
Vermont Ave., Terrace Level (9th floor), conference room VCHQ TK08, Los 
Angeles. You may also join meeting via Microsoft Teams: Click here to join the 
meeting. If you are unable to do so, you may Dial in at: +1 213-204-
2512,,968713604#.  Please post the agenda outside your location so it is visible to 
the public, and adhere to other legal requirements (such as timely providing your 
location address for inclusion on the agenda).  
 
Parking is located at 523 Shatto Place. Please pull a ticket when entering the 
parking structure. Please take the elevator to the 9th floor and walk along the 
bridge, which is located towards the northwest corner of the parking structure, to 
reach Terrace (T) Level of the building. Prior to leaving the facility, please take 
your ticket to either security desk (Ground lever or Terrace level) for validation. 
Do not park at 510 S. Vermont Ave. structure. Violators may be towed at 
vehicle owner’s expense.  
 
Please review and let me know if you have any questions.  
 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, please call Ornella at (323) 719-9187 as 
soon as possible, and no later than 9:00 a.m., Monday, July 6, 2026. 
 
Ornella Kacou 
L.A County Commission on Human Relations  
Executive Office of the Board of Supervisors 
510 S. Vermont Ave., 15th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 
(323) 719-9187 
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 Los Angeles County Commission on  
Human Relations - 510 S. Vermont Ave.   

                Los Angeles, CA 90020 (213) 738-2788  
  

 
        AGENDA 

             MEETING OF THE COMMISSION/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RELATIONS 
Monday, July 6, 2026 – 12:30-2:00 pm  

LA County Vermont Corridor Building - 510 S. Vermont Avenue - LA, CA 90020 
Terrace Level (9th floor) Conference Room 

 
Also via MS Teams Video and Audio Conferencing  213-204 2512,,980587174# Click here to join the meeting 

Our mission: to transform prejudice into acceptance, inequity into justice, and hostility into peace 

1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgment – Helen Chin, President            (12:30)  
      

2. Meeting Minutes – llan Davidson, Vice-President/Secretary  
Review and approval of proposed minutes of May 4, 2026 Commission meeting*   

  
3. President’s Report – Helen Chin, President     (12:33)  

3.1. Spotlight: Azusena Favela (recently resigned member of the commission)  
3.2. Opportunity to express appreciation to former Commissioner Favela 
3.3. Update on Palestinian Cultural Wealth Community mural  
3.4. Reflections on the 250th Anniversary of U.S. Independence* 

   
4. Executive Director’s Report – Robin Toma, Executive Director   (12:45)  

4.1. Program, Administrative and Budget Updates  
i Program Updates: (1) June 4th National Human Rights conference, 

Philadelphia, PA*; (2) June 8th Statewide Peacemakers conference, LA*; (3) 
launch of LA County human rights reporting and assistance system for World 
Cup games in LA;* (4) LA vs Hate at SD2 Juneteenth celebration;* (5) CAM’s 
Commemorating Vincent Chin event of June 23rd*  

ii Budget and Administration: QPC Commission Leadership Conference on 
June 10 (Commissioner Davidson)  
 

4.2. Communications Update – Dana Coffman of TaskForce on news coverage of our 
LA County Human Rights World Cup help line* 

 
5. Committee Reports                                                                                          (12:55)  

5.1. Human Rights Committee Meeting of 6/30/26* 
 

6. Public Comment (3 minutes per person)                                                          (1:05)  
  

7. Action/Discussion Items                                                                                   (1:10)  
7.1. Elections of Commission President, VP-Secretary, and 3 VPs for FY 2026-27* 
7.2. Changes in State Law regarding online participation in Commission meetings due 

to SB 707, effective July 1st*  
7.3. Honoring Isabelle Gunning  
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8.Commissioner Announcements (2 minutes per Commissioner)                     (1:55)  

 
9. Adjournment – In memory of LA County resident and human rights activist Kiyoko 
Nancy Oda*, and the at least 2,295 who died and nearly 50,000 missing due to the 
earthquakes in Venezuela.  
     

For translation to other languages o para más información en español, call (213) 738-2788 or email us.  
* Denotes that this agenda packet includes written material regarding this agenda item.  
Meetings are held in English. If interpretation in other languages or accommodations for persons with disabilities are needed, please 
contact the Commission at (213) 738-7288 at least 3 business days before the meeting. The meetings of the Human Relations 
Commission are accessible to persons with disabilities.  
  
Note: The following Commissioners will be participating by teleconference communication from the 
following corresponding locations: Jeanette Ellis-Royston, NAACP PVB Office, 1460 E Holt Ave 
(Entrance 2 Room 6 Pomona, CA 91767, Derric J. Johnson, 515 S Figueroa St, Los Angeles, CA 
90071, Dandy De Paula, 21815 Pioneer Blvd Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716, Kevork Keushkerian, 
1115 Valley View Ave Pasadena, CA 91107, Jason Moss, 114A West Lime Avenue, Monrovia, CA 
91016. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

When prompted by staff, members of the public sector may request to provide public comment after 
each item: 

• If joining in person, staff will call upon individuals who signed up to speak on an item. 
• If joining remotely via Teams, please use the “raise your hand” feature then unmute 

microphone once enabled. 
• Callers by phone, dial *5 to raise hand, once called upon dial *6 to unmute. 
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* This commissioner, and others marked by an asterisk, attended the meeting via internet video (MS Teams link), providing their 
location address for inclusion on the posted agenda, in compliance with applicable open meeting laws and policies. 
** This commissioner, and others marked by double asterisks, attended the meeting via internet video (MS Teams link), but did not 
provide their location address on time for inclusion on the posted agenda, and were therefore not in compliance with applicable open 
meeting laws and policies, causing them not to be counted for quorum or for votes. 

 
 

Los Angeles County 
Commission on Human Relations 
510 South Vermont Avenue, 15th floor 
Los Angeles, California 90020 
www.lahumanrelations.org 
(213) 738-2788 

 

PROPOSED MINUTES 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS 

Meeting of June 8, 2026 
 
 
  

1. Call to Order and Land Acknowledgment of Indigenous Peoples: Commission President Helen 
Chin called to order the meeting at 12:43 p.m. President Chin began by reading the LA County Land 
Acknowledgment, which can be found at the following link: Land Acknowledgment – (lacounty.gov). 
She recognized the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples as original inhabitants of 
these lands, honoring and paying respect to their elders and descendants; acknowledged that settler 
colonization resulted in land seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, 
genocide, and multi-generational trauma; and reminded us of our responsibility and commitment to 
truth, healing, and reconciliation, and to elevating the stories, culture, and community of the original 
inhabitants of Los Angeles County. 

 

2. Review & Approval of May 4, 2026 Meeting Minutes: The proposed minutes of the Commission 
meeting of May 4, 2026 as submitted by Vice President-Secretary (VP-Sec.) Ilan Davidson were 
presented to the Commission. A motion was made to approve the May 4, 2026 Commission Meeting 
minutes by Commissioner Fredrick Sykes and seconded by Commissioner Serena Oberstein.  The motion 
passed with no opposition or abstentions.  

 

COMMISSIONERS 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
ABSENT: 

Helen Chin 
Jeanette Ellis-Royston* 
Michael Gi Hao-Cheung 
Kevork Keushkerian* 
 
Lisa Dabbs 
Ilan Davidson 
Dandy De Paula 
 

 

Preeti Kulkarni 
Jason Moss* 
Serena Oberstein 
Fredrick Sykes 
 
Azusena Favela 
Derric Johnson 
Gay Yuen  

 
STAFF: 
 

Ornella Kacou 
Robert Sowell 

Siranush Vardanyan 
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3. President’s Report 
 

3.1  Spotlight on staff: Ornella Kakou (she, her), new Commission temp. staff: Staff Kacou introduced 
herself and shared her passion for advocacy for human rights. She said it is a pleasure to be working 
with the Human Relations Commission. The Commissioners took turns introducing themselves and 
welcoming her.  
 

3.2 Experience of participating in the Commission’s Election Protection work for recent elections: 
President Chin reported on her participation in the County’s Election Protection Program during the recent 
election period. She shared that Election Resource Liaisons (ERLs) were assigned to vote centers 
throughout the County to help ensure voters could cast ballots free from interference or intimidation and to 
provide support to election workers when needed. President Chin noted the dedication of election workers 
and expressed confidence in the integrity of Los Angeles County’s election and vote-counting processes. 

 
3.3 LA vs Hate Palestinian Community Mural Process: President Chin shared positive outcomes from 

recent community mural activities. She noted that LA vs Hate has been organizing community mural-
making gatherings, which she hopes will continue to strengthen community connections and foster a 
deeper sense of belonging among participants. 

 
3.4 LA Youth Poet Laureate event: President Chin reported on the annual LA Youth Poet Laureate 

Program event, which the Commission has supported in partnership for the past 14 years. She noted that 
the program provides young people from across Los Angeles County an opportunity to share their 
experiences through poetry and art. President Chin highlighted the importance of arts and culture in 
fostering human relations, empathy, and shared understanding, and encouraged participation in the 
annual event, which is typically held the first weekend of June. 
 

4. Executive Director’s Report 
 

4.1 Budget, Admin and Program Updates 
 
i. Program Updates: Commission and LA vs Hate presence/support for Islamic 

Center of Southern California in the aftermath of the May 18th anti-Muslim 
murders in San Diego; Election Protection work with County Registrar-
Recorder/Clerk; latest on creating human rights reporting and assistance 
system for 6/12-7/10/26 FIFA World Cup games in LA, including disability 
site visits at SoFi and Coliseum stadiums*:  AED Sowell reported that, in the 
aftermath of the May 18th anti-Muslim shootings, representatives from the Islamic 
Center, LA vs Hate, and numerous community members gathered to express their 
support and solidarity. He further reported that, at the request of Supervisorial 
District Four, HRC attended a gathering at a mosque in La Mirada the following 
day. 
 
AED Sowell continued his report on the Election Protection Project, noting that 
Registrar-Recorder leaders had been considering the November elections and 
potential disruptions stemming from the current political climate. Uncertain 
whether they had the capacity to manage such disruptions, they reached out to the 
Human Relations Commission (HRC) several months prior to the November 
election for assistance. HRC subsequently deployed approximately 25 individuals 
to assist at various locations throughout the County. 
 
For the most recent election, 42 individuals were deployed across the County 
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during the final four days of voting to respond to potential disruptions and tensions 
that might arise at voting locations. AED Sowell reported that, shortly after 8:00 
a.m. on Election Day, a team of ICE agents arrived at a vote center in Simi Valley. 
Because the vote center was located on state park property, park rangers spoke 
with the agents, who subsequently left the site. 
 
AED Sowell further explained that Election Resource Liaisons were able to work 
directly with individuals managing issues that arose during the election process. 
He noted that the number of voting locations has increased from 249 to 647, 
resulting in a greater need to recruit and deploy additional personnel to serve at 
these sites. 

 
ii. Budget and Administration: Commission request for permission to spend 

budgeted funds for key needs (spending freeze), including Human Rights 
protection/prevention actions/’No wrong door’ human rights portal for FIFA 
World Cup and beyond for LA County, and Commission Leadership 
Conference on June 10th*: AED Sowell reported that approval had been received 
to utilize $228,000 in previously budgeted funds for the current fiscal year. He 
explained that, due to the County's spending freeze and increased spending 
restrictions, additional authorization was required before the funds could be 
expended. The approved funding will support the creation of signage, social media 
and promotional outreach efforts, increased call-handling capacity through 211 
LA, and additional work by service providers. AED Sowell noted that the funding 
is not new funding, but rather existing budgeted funds that required approval to be 
released before the fiscal year ends on June 30. He further reported that the funds 
were authorized through amendments to existing contracts and that the Host 
Committee had also provided some direct financial support to 211 LA for human 
rights assistance and promotion of the helpline. Additionally, AED Sowell 
reminded commissioners of the upcoming Commission Leadership Conference 
hosted by the Quality and Productivity Commission and stated that staff would 
distribute a reminder email to interested participants. 

 
4.2. Communications Update: There were no other updates to share.  

5 Committee Reports 
 

Nominations Committee – Commissioner De Paula, Chair: With Commissioner 
De Paula not able to be present at the meeting, nor Commissioner Derric Johnson who 
was to report in place of Chair De Paula, President Chin reported that the Nominating 
Committee had met on May 13 and voted unanimously to recommend a proposed slate 
of officers, which initially included Commissioner Kulkarni for President. President 
Chin stated that Commissioner Kulkarni is unable to accept the nomination for 
President (due to recently being appointed to the board of Greenpeace USA) but is 
willing to serve as Vice President representing District 3. Commissioner Kulkarni 
noted that Commissioner Davidson had expressed interest in serving another term as 
President. Following discussion and clarification of the officer positions led by AED 
Sowell, and no other nominations made from the floor, the proposed slate of nominees 
was amended to nominate Commissioner Davidson (District 4) for President, 
Commissioner Chin (District 2) for Vice President/Secretary, Commissioner Sykes for 
Vice President representing District 1, Commissioner Kulkarni for Vice President 
representing District 3, and Commissioner Moss for Vice President representing 
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District 5. A motion was made by Commissioner Keushkerian and Kulkarni and 
seconded by Commissioner Ellis Royston. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

6. Public Comment: President Chin inquired if there was anyone wishing to make a public 
comment, and there was none. 

  
7. Action/Discussion Items 

 
7.1 Nominations Committee presentation of proposed slate; nominations from the floor: 

Previously taken up in item 5.1. 
 

7.2 Revisiting the name of the Commission’s human relations awards: Assistant Executive 
Director (AED) Sowell reminded the Commission that, at the previous meeting, the 
Commission had agreed to change the name and to await recommendations from the Awards 
Committee. He noted that the Awards Committee had not yet met and, therefore, had no 
recommendations to present at this time. 

 
7.3 Changes in State Law regarding online participation in Commission meetings due to 

SB 707, effective July 1st*: AED Sowell reminded the Commissioners of the upcoming 
changes resulting from SB 707, which will take effect on July 1, 2026. The Commissioners 
discussed the legislation and developed a list of questions to submit to County Counsel for 
clarification. 

 
7.4 Honoring Commissioner Isabelle Gunning: AED Sowell reported that there were no new 

updates regarding the matter. He stated that, as previously shared, the honoree's daughter is 
planning a special event to take place on a Saturday in September; however, a date has not 
yet been confirmed. He noted that the item would remain on the agenda so that updated 
information could be shared with the Commissioners as soon as it becomes available. 

 
8. Commissioner Announcements: Commissioner Kevork Keushkerian stated that District 5 does not 

support County spending on FIFA security, asserting such costs are the responsibility of the city. 
 

9. Adjournment: President Chin suggested to adjourn the meeting at 1:50 p.m. in the memory of the 
three American Muslims: Amin Abdullah, Mansour Kaziha, and Nadir Awad, who were killed in the 
anti-Muslim shooting at the Islamic Center of San Diego on May 18th. The motion was moved by 
Commissioner Ellis Royston, seconded by Commissioner Keushkerian, and passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Ilan Davidson 
Commission Vice President-Secretary 
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Azusena Favela

Azusena Favela joined The James Irvine Foundation in 2022 as a
Senior Program Officer. Azusena has more than 20 years of
experience in the nonprofit, government, and private sector, focused
on community economic development. She previously served as
Deputy Director for the Los Angeles County Department of Consumer
& Business Affairs. She was responsible for the County’s Foreclosure
Prevention, Center for Financial Empowerment, and Office of Small
Business programs. She also provided oversight of the department’s
COVID response strategies, including a cross-jurisdiction partnership
to deploy $108M in small business and nonprofit grants using an
equity lens. 

Prior to working for Los Angeles County, she served in leadership
roles with Inclusive Action for the City (formerly Leadership for Urban
Renewal Network), First 5 LA, CD Tech, and New Economics for
Women. She also serves on her local neighborhood council.    

Azusena was born and raised in South Central Los Angeles. She holds
a master’s degree in Community Economic Development from
Southern New Hampshire University and a bachelor’s degree in
History, Chicano/a Studies, and a minor in Education from UCLA. 

Azusena represents the Second Supervisorial District on the
Commission.

https://hrc.lacounty.gov/azusena-favela/
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Los Angeles County Commission on Human Relations 
510 S. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90020 

info@hrc.lacounty.gov 
(213) 738-2788

Note: The following Commissioners will be participating by virtual conference communication from the following 
locations: Gay Yuen (517 S. Orange Ave., Apt. E, Monterey Park, 91755); Helen Chin (5844 Bowcroft St., Unit #4, Los 
Angeles CA 90016); Ilan Davidson (1435 W. 7th St., San Pedro, CA 90732); Jeanette Ellis-Royston (1460 E. Holt Ave., 
Rm. 6, Pomona, CA 91767 ); Serena Oberstein (17509 Romar St., Northridge, CA 91325); Fredrick Sykes (3537 
Samantha Ave., West Covina, CA 91792). An asterisk (*) denotes that this agenda packet includes written material 
regarding this agenda item. Meetings are held in English and accessible to persons with disabilities. If interpretation 
in other languages or accommodations for persons with disabilities are needed, please contact the Commission on 
Human Relations at (213) 738-7288 or info@hrc.lacounty.gov at least 3 business days before the meeting. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
of the Los Angeles County Commission on Human Relations 

June 30, 2026   |   2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
Via Microsoft Teams 

or Call In at +1 (213) 204-2512 
Phone Conference ID: 831 349 137# 

Committee Chair: Commissioner Gay Yuen   |   Vice Chair: Ilan Davidson 

Committee Members: Helen Chin, Jeanette Ellis-Royston, Serena Oberstein, 
  Fredrick Sykes 

Staff: Robin Toma, Robert Sowell, Pierre Arreola 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order & Land Acknowledgement (2:00) 

2. Review & Approval of Minutes (April 28, 2026) (2:02) 

3. Discussion: Election Disruption Prevention and Response Project Update (2:05) 

4. Discussion: FWC26 Human Rights Implementation Framework Update (2:35) 

5. Discussion: Human Rights Monitoring & Advocacy Team Update (3:05) 

6. Public Comment (3:20) 

7. Commissioner & Staff Announcements (3:25) 

8. Adjournment (3:30) 

Next Meeting Date – July 28, 2026 at 2:00 PM 

For Agenda Item 5.1
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Los Angeles County 
Commission on Human Relations 
510 S. Vermont Avenue, 15th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90020 
www.hrc.lacounty.gov 
213.738.2788 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 28, 2026 | 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
via Microsoft Teams Video & Audio Conference 

PRESENT: Ilan Davidson 
Jeanette Ellis-Royston 

Fredrick Sykes 
Serena Zeise-Oberstein 

ABSENT: Gay Yuen 
Helen Chin 

STAFF: Robin Toma 
Robert Sowell 

Pierre Arreola 

I. Call to Order & Land Acknowledgment
Vice Chair Ilan Davidson called the meeting to order at 2:03 PM with a quorum in
attendance. Vice Chair Ilan Davidson then read the land acknowledgement.

II. Approval of Minutes
Vice Chair Ilan Davidson invited a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Serena
Zeise-Oberstein motioned to approve the minutes of the Human Rights Committee
meeting on March 31, 2026, as presented by staff. Commissioner Frederick Sykes
seconded the motion, and the vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Zeise-Oberstein
Seconded: Sykes
Ayes: Davidson, Ellis-Royston, Sykes, Zeise-Oberstein
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
Vote: 4 – 0 – 0

The motion was adopted unanimously.

III. Human Rights Monitoring & Advocacy Team Updates
Staff Pierre Arreola reported on a staffing transition for the Human Rights Monitoring and
Advocacy Team and welcomed Staff Joshua Parr and Paul Smith as new members

For Agenda Item 5.1
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supporting the team’s work. Current team priorities include the World Cup Human Rights 
Campaign and the Election Disruption Prevention and Response Project, along with other 
items previously identified in reports to the Committee. 
 

IV. WC26 Human Rights Implementation Framework Update 
Staff Pierre Arreola gave a comprehensive update on the efforts to coordinate human 
rights for the 2026 World Cup. He outlined three main areas: a public information and 
education campaign, a grievance and remedy reporting system, and strategies for 
implementing focus areas related to human rights. 
 
A. Public Information and Education Campaign 
The campaign is being created in partnership with the LA Host Committee and TaskForce. 
Its main message emphasizes local rights – “In Los Angeles, your rights are protected.” The 
campaign will feature a primary graphic and issue-specific assets for six key areas: human 
trafficking, hate and discrimination, workers’ rights, immigrants’ rights, accessibility, and 
the rights of unhoused individuals. FIFA has agreed to include Los Angeles-specific human 
rights messages in its incident reporting signage. This section will feature FIFA’s grievance 
reporting QR code and a reference to 211 LA County. The campaign graphics are likely to 
be shown at the Fan Festival at the LA Coliseum, fan zones throughout the County, and 
other public venues currently being considered, such as Metro, the City of Los Angeles, 
and LAX. 
 
B. Grievance and Remedy Reporting System 
The HR Team is collaborating with 211 LA County to develop a “no-wrong-door” referral 
pathway for human rights concerns related to the World Cup. Staff is also updating a 
resource guide for 211 agents to assist in triaging calls that involve human rights concerns.  
The HR Team is coordinating with 311 and 911 to ensure that non-emergency calls related 
to human rights concerns are routed properly to 211. Staff also reported that the LA Host 
Committee would be making their human rights resource page available to the public the 
day after the Committee meeting and Commissioners were encouraged to access the 
guide. 
 
C. Human Rights Focus Areas and Implementation Strategies 
Safeguarding and Public Education: FIFA has approved a one-minute land 
acknowledgment to be played before each Los Angeles World Cup match. The LA Host 
Committee is developing this acknowledgment in collaboration with the Commission 
team and in partnership with LA City/County Native American Indian Commission. 
Additionally, they are considering using the acknowledgment at the Fan Festival and, if 
possible, within fan zones. 
 
Human Trafficking: The team is working with the LA Regional Human Trafficking Task 
Force, CAST, and other partners to coordinate suitable local remedies and service 
pathways. Discussions addressed concerns about hotline routing, data sharing, survivor 
safety, cohesive messaging, and the importance of survivor-centered support. 
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Accessibility: The team suggested involving local disability commissions, disability 
advocates, and individuals with lived experience in venue site visits at SoFi Stadium and 
the LA Coliseum. They also offered language recommendations, such as replacing 
"walkthrough" with "site visit" and promoting more accessible helpline keywords than 
“wheelchair.” 
 
First Amendment Protected Zones: The team discussed a proposal to establish rights-
focused areas around venues that uphold free speech, assembly, and religious practices, 
aiming to minimize police conflicts or escalation. Staff mentioned that SoFi Stadium and 
the LA Coliseum have previously utilized demonstration zones, and the team is currently 
working to understand and shape how these zones will function during the World Cup. 
 
D. Committee Discussion 
Commissioner Serena Zeise-Oberstein highlighted the need for subject-matter experts, 
such as CAST, to be involved in human trafficking planning. She also inquired about the 
process for compiling resource lists for individuals seeking assistance. 
 
Vice Chair Ilan Davidson inquired if the campaign signage would feature the Commission. 
Staff clarified that the signage probably would not display the Commission's branding but 
will likely include LA vs. Hate branding. However, the 211 landing page and the LA Host 
Committee’s resource guide would contain references to the Commission and LA vs. Hate. 
 
Vice Chair Ilan Davidson inquired if the resource guide could be accessible via a link on the 
Commission website. Assistant Executive Director Robert Sowell responded that it is 
possible to add a homepage banner or a notice directing users to the Host Committee’s 
resource page. 
 
Commissioner Jeanette Ellis-Royston inquired if the Board of Supervisors approved the 
resource guide and if the needs of each supervisorial district were taken into account. 
Staff Pierre Arreola clarified that this work is not currently a project directed by the Board 
and does not need approval from individual supervisors, although staff are consulting with 
districts that have shown interest. 
 
Commissioner Fredrick Sykes inquired about the timing of campaign launch and location 
of the LA Host Committee’s resource guide. Staff clarified that the guide is available online 
on the LA Host Committee’s website and mentioned that further public communications 
are anticipated in May/June. 
 

V. Election Disruption Prevention and Response Project Update 
Staff Pierre Arreola reported that the Election Disruption Prevention and Response Project 
is approximately one month from launch. The project will deploy Election Resource 
Liaisons (ERLs) across regions in Los Angeles County. Staff reported that approximately 45 
ERLs had been identified, with additional candidates still in the queue. The team 
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acknowledged the challenge of recruiting individuals for multiple long days of service, 
including 11- and 15-hour days, and noted efforts to increase stipends and provide a 
strong onboarding experience. 

Onboarding sessions are scheduled for May 5 at the Ballot Processing Center in City of 
Industry, May 8 at Commission headquarters in Koreatown, and May 13 at Maxwell House 
with the Western Justice Center. The training will be led by Assistant Executive Director 
Robert Sowell and Staff Pierre Arreola. Staff Pierre Arreola outlined a new operations 
model for the command center. HRC Staff will assist in triaging calls and deploying ERLs 
when conflicts arise at or near vote centers. This approach aims to enhance coordination, 
gather both qualitative and quantitative data, and facilitate a more robust lessons-learned 
report following the June election. 

Assistant Executive Director Robert Sowell noted that this effort marks a significant 
increase from the previous election, with roughly twice as many people deployed and 
increased institutional backing from the Registrar-Recorder. He suggested that this 
approach could become the new standard for elections in Los Angeles County and 
described the work as “championing the voice of the governed.” 

VI. Public Comment
There was no public comment at this meeting.

VII. Commissioner Announcements
No announcements from Commissioners.

VIII. Adjournment
Vice Chair Ilan Davidson invited a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jeanette
Ellis-Royston presented a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Serena Zeise-Oberstein
seconded the motion, and the vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Ellis-Royston
Seconded: Zeise-Oberstein
Ayes: Davidson, Ellis-Royston, Sykes, Zeise-Oberstein
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Vote: 4 – 0 – 0

The motion was adopted unanimously. Seeing no further business to come before the
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM.

Next Meeting Date: May 26, 2026, at 2:00 PM (Tentative) 
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 Los Angeles County Commission on  
Human Relations - 510 S. Vermont Ave. 

       Los Angeles, CA 90020 (213) 738-2788  

BALLOT 

COMMISSION OFFICERS FY 2026-27 

As required by Commission Bylaws, Article VI, please find below the complete slate of nominees/candidates 
for Officers of the Commission, FY 2026-27 term, as finalized at the last Commission meeting on June 8th.  

The election will take place at the next regular Commission meeting, Monday, July 6, 2026.  

Reminder: as a governmental body, California state law requires that all Commissioners vote in the open, so 
as to provide the public with transparency as to each commissioner’s vote (no secret ballots). 

CANDIDATES 

(listed by position) 

President: Ilan Davidson (4th Supervisorial District) 

Vice President/Secretary: Helen Chin (2nd Supervisorial District) 

Vice Presidents (3 positions):  Fredrick Sykes (1st Supervisorial District) 

Preeti Kulkarni  (3rd Supervisorial District) 

Jason Moss   (5th Supervisorial District) 

For Agenda Item 7.1 
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