Everyday Flag Etiquette

General Display

It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic
effect is desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if pro-
perly illuminated during the hours of darkness.

When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the
union should be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to the
observer’s left. When displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed in
the same way, with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the
street.

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level,
to the right of the flag of the United States of America, except during church
services conducted by naval chaplains at sea. . . for personnel of the Navy
- . .when the church pennant may be flown above the flag.

No person shall display the flag of the United Nations or any other
national or international flag equal, above, or in a position of superior promi-
nence or honor to, or in place of, the flag of the United States at any place
within the United States or any Territory or possession thereof; Provided,
that nothing in this section shall make unlawful the continuance of the prac-
tice heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a
position of superior prominence or honor, and other national flags in posi-
tions of equal prominence or honor, with that of the flag of the United
States at the headquarters of the United Nations.

COMPANY

When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are
flown on the same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter
should always be at the peak.

When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United
States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or pennant
may be placed above the flag of the United States or to the United States
flag’s right.

The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with
another flag against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the
flag’s own right, and its staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag.

@ The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and
at the highest point of the group when a number of flags of States or
localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs.

@ When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown
from separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approxi-
mately equal size. International usage forbids the display of the flag of one
nation above that of another nation in time of peace.

Churches, Auditoriums

When used on a-speaker’s platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should
be displayed above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in
a church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of America
should hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the
audience, and in the position of honor at the clergyman’s or speaker’s right
as he faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed should be placed on
the left of the clergyman or speaker or the right of the audience.

Half-Staff

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again
raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the flag
should be displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the top of
the staff. By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon
the death of principal figures of the United States Government and the
Governor of a State, territory or possession, as a mark of respect to their
memory. In the event of the death of other officials or foreign dignitaries,
the flag is to be displayed at half-staff according to Presidential instructions NOTE: The U.S. Flag should always be on its own right in relation
or orders, or in accordance with recognized customs or practices not incon- to other flags on adjacent staffs — to the left of the observer
sistent with law. — except when displayed as in #5.

In the event of the death of a present or former official of the government
of any State, territory or possession of the United States, the Governor of Excerpts From The Flag Code of The United States —
that State, territory or possession may proclaim that the National flag may Public Law 94-344, July 7, 1976
be flown at half-staff.
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VA Clarifies Policy on Flag-Folding Recitations
“13-Fold”Ceremony, Other Scripts Approved

WASHINGTON -- To ensure burial services at the 125 national cemeteries
operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) reflect the wishes of veterans and
their families, VA officials have clarified the Department’s policy about recitations made
while the U.S. flag is folded at the gravesite of a veteran.

“Honoring the burial wishes of veterans is one of the highest commitments for the
men and women of VA,” said William F. Tuerk, VA’s Under Secretary for Memorial
Affairs. “A family may request the recitation of words to accompany the meaningful
presentation of the American flag as we honor the dedication and sacrifice of their loved
ones.”

Traditional gravesite military funeral honors include the silent folding and
presentation of an American flag, a 21-gun rifle salute. and the playing of “Taps.”

The clarification includes the following:

e Volunteer honor guards are authorized to read the so-called “13-fold” flag

recitation or any comparable script;

e Survivors of the deceased need to provide material and request it be read by

the volunteer honor guards: and

e Volunteer honor guards will accept requests for recitations that reflect any

or no religious traditions, on an equal basis.

Veterans with a discharge other than dishonorable, their spouses and eligible
dependent children can be buried in a national cemetery. Other burial benefits available
for all eligible veterans, regardless of whether they are buried in a national cemetery or a
private cemetery. include a burial flag. a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a

government headstone or marker.
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